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Vague unease with incalculable consequences 
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Photo: Keystone/Martin Ruetschi

Y ou will return to a country that is no longer the same as the one you left. 
A friend wrote this message to me on 9 February. It reached me in Sydney where 
I was visiting the part of my family currently living in Australia. Is it really 

true? Has Switzerland become a different country after voting yes to the “initiative 
against mass immigration”? 

No, that is obviously not the case. The Swiss have not turned into a nation where the 
majority are xenophobic, patriotic fundamentalists as is sometimes portrayed. The rea-
son for the approval of the Swiss People’s Party (SVP) initiative was a vague sense of un-
ease for many people about high rents, crowded trains, congested roads and wage pres-
sure. The referendum was somewhat paradoxical if you consider where the initiative 
gained most support. The highest numbers of Yes votes were found in remote, rural re-
gions where few foreigners live. 

The outcome of the ballot has fundamentally changed Switzer-
land’s relationship with the 28 EU states. During the referendum 
campaign this ramification was constantly played down by those 
behind the proposal but it is now a reality. The Federal Council 
now finds itself in the unenviable position of having to seek ways 
of protecting Switzerland from isolation in the face of the decision 
reached on immigration policy. It has now shifted into the role of 

suitor in its dealings with the European Union, Switzerland’s most important trade part-
ner. The first consequences of the isolationist policy were announced by Brussels just 
under a week after the referendum: both “Erasmus+”, the agreement on the mobility of 
students, and the “Horizon 2020” research programme were suspended. This is a bad 
sign for Switzerland as a research location, for the younger generation and for our small, 
resource-poor economy. Extensive coverage and comment concerning the referendum 
can be found in the politics section from page 12.

This issue’s key focus topic is family policy, a subject that all the political parties are 
devoting much attention to at the moment – often by propagating myths rather than re-
flecting reality. 

I also wish to highlight two other articles in particular – the story of Bernhard Russi, 
the Swiss skiing legend from the 1970s who played a major role as a course designer at 
the Olympic Games in Sochi, and a culture feature on Ernst Beyeler and his legacy, 
the Beyeler Foundation in Basel, which is more successful than any other art museum 
in Switzerland.

 BARBARA ENgEL
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“MeMories are about all that is left of the dramatic life 
that took Louis Chevrolet from La Chaux-de-Fonds to 
Paris and finally to the United States where he became 
one of the greatest racing drivers of all time” – this 
line appeared in the US newspaper “The Corpus Christi 
Times” on 18 March 1938. Now Martin Sinzig, a Swiss 
business journalist, has taken a journey through Eu-
rope and North America to capture these memories and 
present them in a biography. The result is “Louis Chev-
rolet – der Mann, der dem Chevy seinen Namen gab” 
(Louis Chevrolet – the Man Who Gave His Name to the 
Chevy), a portrayal of the adventure-filled life of the 
native of Neuchâtel who arrived in New York by ship on 
his 22nd birthday and became one of the most influen-
tial engine and racing car designers in the USA.

Everyone is familiar with the name Chevrolet today. But 
what lies behind it? Little was known for many years about 
the life story of the company’s founder Louis Chevrolet, who 
was born on 25 December 1878 in La Chaux-de-Fonds and died 
on 6 June 1941 in Detroit, the “Motor City”. The biography 
published to mark the 100th anniversary of the Chevrolet 
company in 2011 is the result of many years of meticulous re-
search. It contains new findings and previously unpublished 
contemporary documents and photographs together with 
press articles about the highs and lows of the early automo-
tive industry. Sinzig also provides the first in-depth insight 
into the events surrounding the founding and development 
of Chevrolet as a company. However, he does not just focus 
on the work of the ingenious designer and inventor but also 
on Louis Chevrolet as a person – a very family-oriented man, 
a devoted brother and father, and a loyal and caring husband. 
A special touch is added by giving the book’s foreword to Bob 
Lutz, the former long-time head of development at General 
Motors and a fellow Swiss American.

GM, Chevrolet’s parent company, was badly hit by the eco-
nomic and financial crisis at the beginning of the 21st cen-
tury and had to undergo a painful restructuring process. The 
longstanding Pontiac brand fell victim to the reorganisation, 
but the established Swiss name survived. Thanks to Chevro-
let, GM held the biggest IPO of all time in 2010. Chevrolet has 
developed into the fourth-largest brand in the world.

Sinzig, who himself has a strong interest 
in the US automotive scene, is part of the 
muscle-car generation and experienced 
first-hand the oil crisis in the early 1970s 
and the end, at least for the time being, of 
the big and powerful road cruisers.

This biography, which is not just about 
Chevrolet, is a great read for anyone inter-
ested in the international economics of the 
early 20th century. Through Chevrolet’s life 
and his influence over the automotive in-

dustry, it presents the economic background to modern-day mo-
bility and emerging globalisation. 

  THOMAS KALAU

MARTIN SINZIG, “Louis Chevrolet – Der Mann, der dem Chevy seinen 
 Namen gab”; Orell Füssli Sachbuch, 2011; 190 pages. CHF 35, EUR 25. 
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What is the cause of 
Switzerland’s insecurity?
Isn’t Switzerland, in light of 
its referendum system, simply 
much more transparent than 
any other country and there-
fore less protected against 
criticism? Isn’t being a Swiss 
Federal Councillor therefore 
the most difficult job in poli-
tics? Can the government be 
strong in a country where the 
people are strong? The 
 Federal Council must master-
fully strike a balance between 
self-determining Switzerland 
and an EU governed from 
afar. The Federal Council 
needs our full support for its 
Swiss statesmanship. 

EDGAR RUF, DüSSELDORF

HTTP://HOME.ARCOR.DE/EDGAR.RUF

These Swiss voters
The majority of Switzerland’s 
cantons are German-speak-
ing and it is their votes that 
determine whether initiatives 
are approved or not. The 
Swiss want to be masters of 
their own destiny and not 
take orders from the EU. 
French-speaking Switzerland 
has left-leaning ideas influ-
enced by France and its polit-
ical representatives are ready 
to hand Switzerland over to 
the EU. These voters are for-
tunately in the minority and I 
hope that Switzerland re-
mains a prosperous and 
much-envied country despite 
voting in favour of the initia-
tive put forward by the Swiss 
People’s Party.

GUY NICOLAS,  

DIJON, FRANCE

Damage limitation
Shocked at the outcome of 
the immigration referendum 
on 9 February, I wish to ex-
press my indignation at its 
obtuse and reckless archi-
tects and also my disappoint-

ment with the political, eco-
nomic and social groups 
opposed to the initiative for 
being incapable of exposing 
the widespread falsehoods 
and the threats to our coun-
try. Can  our leaders now do 
some damage limitation? I 
wish them all the best.

JEAN-FRANçOIS MONNIER,  

ST JULIEN DE PEYROLAS, FRANCE

Unacceptable editorial 
Over the immigration initia-
tive, Barbara Engel catego-
rises the Swiss as either 
FAR-SIGHTED or NAR-
ROW-MINDED, FAINT-
HEARTED and EGOISTI-
CAL. One might expect such 
an intolerant and insulting 
classification from the polit-
buro of a totalitarian state 
but not from a country that 
stands for democracy and 
freedom. Barbara Engel 
should apologise for her 
tasteless faux pas.  

HANS WALDISPUHL,  

SHEDIAC BRIDGE, CANADA

Thank you!
After the grievances ex-
pressed in the February is-
sue (and others) I would like 
to pay tribute to Barbara 
Engel and her team. Under 
the editorship of Barbara 
Engel, “Swiss Review” has 
become an extremely varied 
and interesting magazine 
that does a fine job of keep-
ing us informed about devel-
opments in our native land. 
Divided opinion about con-
tent is obviously acceptable. 
You can’t please everybody 
all the time, as they say. 
What is regrettable is that 
some readers express their 
criticism so harshly. Crass 
criticism is anything but in-
spiring. 

RAYMOND HOECHLI,  

BARCELONA, SPAINS
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Perception and reality 
Markus Raetz is something of a magician among Swiss 
a rtists. Observers are constantly astonished by his work.  
It is as though he possesses an enhanced sense of 
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 extraordinary perception. A crooked piece of wire is 
 transformed into a face if observed from the correct angle, 
a rabbit becomes a man, and a buckled sheet of metal  
looks like a sweeping landscape due to the interplay of 
light and shadow. Markus Raetz, who was born in Berne  
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in 1941 and grew up in Büren an der Aare, is one of 
 Switzerland’s leading artists today. The Museum of Fine 
Arts Bern is displaying an overview of his graphic work 
and a number of his sculptures. 

Exhibition at the Museum of Fine Arts Bern until 18 May 2014. An extensive 
catalogue with text in German, French and English has been published for the 
exhibition. Verlag Scheidegger & Spiess, CHF 150.–
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Between wishful thinking and reality – the battleground of family policy
Family policy issues have rarely been as intensely debated as they are today in Switzerland.  
Social and economic developments have radically altered our home life, but notions of  
the ideal family continue to cloud the view of reality.
By Jürg Müller

“A developing country in terms of  
family policy”
This certainly does not mean that nothing 
is being done. Most parents receive child 
allowances at a level governed by federal 
law. Various forms of relief for families ex-
ist under tax law. Deductions from taxable 
income are granted for every minor and all 
young people in initial training and further 
education. Tax deductions have also ap-
plied to some external childcare costs for 
some time as well as to child health insur-
ance premiums. Federal government pro-
vides start-up funding to support the cre-
ation of new day nursery places, an 
initiative that has been extended twice and 
will expire in 2015. There is also maternity 
insurance for women in employment. Fur-
ther state aid is also provided for families 
in need, such as reduced health insurance 
premiums as well as additional benefits in 
some cantons. Many communes and cities 
offer a number of subsidised day nursery 
places.

However, provision is far from lavish. So-
cial spending on families and maternity is 
significantly below the European average. 
The risk of poverty is disproportionately 
high in Switzerland for large families and 
single parents. Remo Largo, an emeritus 
professor in paediatrics at the University of 
Zurich and a best-selling author, painted a 
dramatic picture in a recent interview: 

“Switzerland is a developing country in terms 
of family policy. In comparison with the 
Scandinavian countries, Switzerland spends 
a third less of gross national product on chil-
dren and families. Despite all the private and 
public protestations, money is more impor-
tant to us than children.” A study conducted 
by the Social Work Division at the Berne 
University of Applied Sciences on behalf of 
the trade union umbrella organisation Tra-
vail.Suisse reveals that Switzerland’s ex-
penditure on families is low in comparison 
with the other OECD countries. Standing 

at 1.3 percent of gross national product 
(GNP), it lies below the OECD average of 
2.23 percent. Germany spends 2.8 percent of 
GNP on families, Austria 3 percent and 
France 3.7 percent.
     Of course, it would be desirable if “every 
family were able to take care of its own fu-
ture, development and material needs in-
dependently. However, the basic require-
ments for meeting this objective do not yet 
exist in Switzerland”, explains Thérèse 
Meyer-Kaelin, President of the Federal Co-
ordinating Committee for Family Affairs, 
an advisory body of the Federal Depart-
ment of Home Affairs. A “sufficiently ef-
fective family policy” does not exist in 
Switzerland, she says, and goes further: 

“The typical excuse of the supposed protec-
tors of the family to ensure nothing is ulti-
mately done” is to declare the family a pri-
vate matter. Achieving a balance between 
family and working life “is often like an ob-
stacle course”. Yet the family is “the most 
important unit for enabling the harmoni-
ous development of society and allowing 
each person to flourish individually”. 

80 percent of women are in employment 
Little progress has been made in balancing 
the social reality with family policy meas-
ures. The traditional family model with the 
strict division of roles – the father as the pro-
vider and the mother looking after the home 
and children – is still looked to by some but 
no longer usually reflects reality. This form 
of family life certainly still exists but has not 
been the predominant way of life for some 
time.

A look at the facts, figures and structures 
underlines this finding. Over 80 percent 
of women are in employment of one form 
or another. There have never been so many 
single-person households. Between 1970 
and 2008 the number of family households 
fell from 75 percent to just over 60 percent. 
Households consisting of married couples 

Far from everyone will adopt the same ap-
proach to achieve the same goal. Paradoxi-
cally, not everyone even wants to attain the 
same objective. Swiss family policy clearly 
illustrates this point at the moment. All the 
political parties want to strengthen “the 
family”. However, exactly what they under-
stand by the concept, which family models 
and objectives their demands are based 
upon, remains vague and varies dramati-
cally. Some conjure up the spectre of the 

“nationalisation of children” when calls are 
made for more child day-care facilities, 
while others evoke the image of the “little 
housewife” when women dedicate them-
selves full-time to their children and home. 
There are arguments over tax breaks and 
family allowances, external childcare and 
day schools, paternity leave and uncaring 
mothers, and after-work fathers and child 
minders – or, generally, about the right and 
wrong kind of lifestyle model. 

These issues are often heatedly debated as 
two family policy referenda last year illus-
trated. It was evident that it goes far beyond 
the family. It is a question of ideology and so-
cietal blueprints, of role models and equality 
issues. Several policy areas are usually af-
fected at the same time, namely education, 
social affairs, the labour market, taxation, fi-
nance, housing policy and urban develop-
ment. And, of course, as all parties without 
exception claim, it is first and foremost about 
the child’s welfare. 

Family policy is a perennial issue in Swiss 
politics. Remarkably however, it has never 
been and still is not an independent policy 
area in Switzerland. Transport, education, 
youth, old-age, regional, business and eco-
nomic policy - all these areas and more  
have constitutional status and possess  
their own article in the federal constitution. 
The same is not true of family policy de-
spite all parties programmatically pro-
claiming the family as the “fundamental 
unit of society”.S
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and partners without children increased 
significantly over the same period. A key 
indicator for the family situation are the 
employment models in these couples. The 
following details are provided by the Fed-
eral Statistical Office – the proportion of 
couples with a male partner in full-time 
employment and a female partner not in 
employment fell significantly between 
1992 and 2012. In households of couples 
where the youngest child is under seven 
years of age the proportion has declined 
from around 62 to 29 percent. The model 
with a male partner in full-time employ-
ment and a female partner in part-time 
employment is the most common today. 

Couples with children where both partners 
are in part-time employment are still a mi-
nority today although their proportion has 
doubled. 

The middle class under pressure 
It is therefore still women who ease up in 
their careers when children arrive. It is pre-
dominantly women who face a dilemma and 
who have to ask themselves the question of 
career or children. This predicament is lead-
ing to a declining birth rate and to undesir-
able effects on the economy and society. 
Many well-educated women are withdraw-
ing from working life completely or at least 
partially, causing a shortage of urgently re-

quired specialists who then have to be re-
cruited abroad. A greater provision of exter-
nal childcare places might help here. Around 
40 percent of couple households and 54 per-
cent of single parents are already using these 
today; where the youngest child is under 
seven years of age the figures are as much as 
52 and 70 percent, respectively. 

However, childcare costs in Switzerland 
are record-breaking. According to an 
OECD report, families spend around half 
their income on childcare, which is more 
than in any other country. High day nurs-
ery costs of up to 2,500 Swiss francs a 
month for full-time places also often use up 
a considerable chunk of the second income. S
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Largely a myth: the typ-
ical 1950s family – the 
stay-at-home mother re-
sponsible for bringing 
up the children and the 
working father as bread-
winner
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Many middle-class families who are de-
pendent upon a second income can testify 
to that. As day nursery rates are income-
dependent in Switzerland, low earners are 
paradoxically slightly better off because 
they receive allowances. However, this re-
sults in disincentives for the middle class 
that could prove disastrous, especially in 
times when there is a shortage of special-
ists in the workforce. Some companies have 
recognised the problem and now provide 
internal childcare places and also bear a 
large share of the costs. It is nonetheless 
usually only very large companies that can 
afford to do this as it is too expensive for 
many small firms. This is where the state 
has to step in. 

Family policy voting marathon 
The opportunity to move closer to a solu-
tion in the foreseeable future was passed up 
last year. A constitutional article on family 
policy was defeated by a cantonal majority 
in March 2013 despite the majority of the 
Swiss people voting in favour of it. The pro-
ject was initiated in Parliament by the Chris-
tian Democratic People’s Party (CVP). The 
new article would have obliged federal gov-
ernment and the cantons to promote the 
reconciliation of family life, employment 
and education. The expansion of childcare 
outside of families and schools would pri-
marily have strengthened the position of 
working mothers.

The second family policy proposal in the 
same year was defeated in November 2013. 
The Swiss People’s Party (SVP) wanted to 
provide tax relief for families who look af-
ter their children themselves. They argued 
that this was only fair as parents who send 
their children to day nurseries can claim tax 
allowances. Wrong, said opponents of the 
SVP’s popular initiative – the bill would 
fiscally favour the “traditional” family with 
the woman at home looking after the chil-
dren.

But the parties have not given up – the 
CVP is now exerting pressure with two in-
itiatives which will spark debate this year. 
One of its popular initiatives seeks to make 
child and educational allowances exempt 
from tax, while the other aims to abolish 
the so-called marriage penalty whereby 
married couples are disadvantaged under 
the old-age and survivors’ insurance 
(AHV) system. The pension of a married 
couple today stands at 150 percent, whereas 

cohabiting partners receive two full pen-
sions. 

The Social Democratic Party too is 
thinking out loud about launching an ini-
tiative. It is focussing on demands for a bet-
ter work-life balance, more affordable 
childcare places and an increase in child al-
lowances. 

Burying certain myths 
This level of activity indicates that politi-
cians have realised how dramatic the 
changes to family structures and couples’ 
relationships are. The Federal Statistical 
Office provides the following summary in 
its comprehensive 2008 family report: 

“Various taboos have been broken as a re-
sult of the individual gaining independence 
from society, the emancipation of women, 
and also the relinquishment of religious 
and bourgeois values.” It should neverthe-
less be recognised that the taboos that have 
been broken are not that old at all. Cultural 
conflict over the “correct” family model 
and adequate family policy are often based 
on myths that do not stand up to historical 
analysis.

The “traditional family” with the fixed al-
location of roles between men and women 
is actually not that old. “This ideal was only 
first adopted by wide sections of the popu-
lation in the boom years after the Second 
World War,” reveals Regina Wecker, emeri-
tus professor of history at the University of 
Basel in an article for the German newspa-
per “Die Zeit”. What is often portrayed as 
something natural and of eternal value ex-
isted as the norm for around three decades 
from 1960 and has not reflected the reality 
of a majority of people in Switzerland either 
before or since. 

The fact that women undertake employ-
ment does not make the present day a his-
torical anomaly either, as it was the norm for 
centuries. Women made up “the majority of 
the workforce in the newly created textile 
factories up to the mid-19th century”. 
Women had simply worked from home prior 
to that, in the home textile industry, for ex-
ample. 

External childcare is not a recent devel-
opment either. This phenomenon is only 

“new” if you do not look back beyond the 
1960s. Many children during the 18th and 
19th centuries were not raised by their par-
ents. This is not because they had childcare 
in the modern sense but because their par-

ents had already died or had no time for their 
offspring because they had to work. Until 
the introduction of old-age and survivors’ 
insurance (AHV) in 1948, it was common to 
place children with other families if a parent 
died. And, generally speaking, “the require-
ment for children to have special care and to 
be looked after only emerged in the 19th 
century and could not be met until well into 
the 20th century. Not even by the birth par-

Over 80 % of Swiss 
women are in employ-
ment: reconciling family 
life and a career often 
involves great stress. 
Working women are por-
trayed as uncaring 
mothers by some parties.

F o c u s
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The transparent family 
whoever is selected is first amazed – and then groans. in Switzerland, 
the statisticians want to know exactly what the family does, how it is or-
ganised, who spends money on what in the family and who earns how 
much and how. Three thousand families have been randomly picked and 
then meticulously scrutinised each year since 2000. Those who consent 
are flabbergasted at the effort involved. They have to record all their pur-
chases and break them down into the tiniest details. They have to note 
down whether friends invite them to brunch and the monetary value of 
this invitation. The wife’s singing lessons, the day nursery costs, the vol-
untary assistance to an aunt and the annual donation to the association 
of Friends of the Mongolian Horse are all documented. And even in the 
frosty month of January the question “Did you harvest vegetables from 
your own garden today?” still has to be answered every single day. The 
statistical drama unfolds over two months – with preliminary meetings, 
instructions, trial recordings and the subsequent daily noting of every 
detail for four weeks. There are also additional telephone interviews on 
top of that about health and wellbeing, the weight of the youngest child 
and all sorts of other matters.

Thanks to this survey we know a lot about the average Swiss family. 
we know that it includes 2.23 people and consumes 2.945 kilograms of 
meat per person each month – almost twice as much as in 1950. we know 
that it spends just under seven percent of household income on food 
shopping. expenditure on “accommodation and energy” has climbed to 
15.356 percent or 1,474.78 Swiss francs. we know that the said household 
spends 768.34 Swiss francs a month on its mobility – 621.24 francs on the 
car but just 2.89 francs on “transportation of persons via the waterways”. 
The average household is not very epicurean: it contents itself with 
monthly consumption of 0.449 litres of Swiss white wine and 2.946 litres 
of beer, while 38.51 francs’ worth of cigarette smoke fills the air. Spend-
ing on “other tobacco products including drugs” stands at 2.44 francs.

why the Federal Statistical Office (FSO) explicitly analyses house-
holds rather than families is easily explained – the forms home life 
takes are changing dramatically and the model of the “middle-class 
family unit” is fading away. in light of this, for statisticians the 

“household” now equates to family life irrespective of its form. Anyone 
wishing to find out whether, despite this, their own household matches 
the Swiss image of the family to some degree will find some comfort in 
this comment from the FSO: “The traditional small family remains 
deeply rooted in Switzerland and is the reality experienced by most of 
the population.” But the picture becomes very mixed upon closer in-
spection. Of the 1,139,800 single-family households with children re-
corded in 2011 – in lay terms we would simply call these families – only 
769,100 were traditional models consisting of a married couple with 
their own young children or teenagers. The second-largest group was 
made up of single parents – with 166,900 single mothers and 29,500 sin-
gle fathers with children. in addition, there were tens of thousands of 
so-called patchwork families (married couples with children from previ-
ous relationships), cohabiting partners with their own children, and 
family units arising through relationships other than marriage which 
also consider themselves “patchwork families”. There were also several 
dozen same-sex couples with children.
 Marc Lettau

ents because they had no time,” says Regina 
Wecker.

The debate over family policy would be 
much enhanced if historically untenable 
myths were not presented as arguments. 
The single legitimate family type does not 
exist and never has.

JüRg MüLLeR is an editor with the “Swiss Review”
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Swiss diplomacy facing herculean task 
The approval of the so-called mass immigration initiative on 9 February 2014 has thrown Switzerland’s 
policy on Europe off track. The actual repercussions remain unclear at the moment. However, it is evi-
dent that a long period of uncertainty is set to follow.
By Jürg Müller

credibly demonstrate that these issues are 
also caused by domestic factors. Opportu-
nities were also missed to introduce addi-
tional measures which would have cush-
ioned the negative effects of immigration 
with the exception of the support measures 
that have existed for years in the areas of 
labour market and salaries. Net immigra-
tion of around 80,000 foreigners a year 
since 2007 – instead of the 8,000 originally 
forecast by the federal authorities – added 
to the credibility crisis.

All of this resulted in a Yes vote being cast 
at the ballot box by a huge variety of differ-
ent groups – we had the xenophobes and 
nationalists, a large number of protest vot-
ers from across the political spectrum, 
those fundamentally opposed to the EU, 
people with fears and anxieties of all kinds 
to do with the loss of jobs and identity 
among other things, and finally left-wing/
green environmentalists and critics of 
growth.

Great uncertainty looms
The introduction of quotas infringes upon 
the fundamental EU principle of free 
movement of persons. The Federal Coun-

cil must now attempt to mould the new 
constitutional text into legislation. The 
distribution of the quotas between cantons, 
regions and economic sectors may result in 
fierce disputes. For the booming Swiss 
economy, the pool of foreign labour is a vi-
tal factor in light of the domestic shortage 
of specialists. The quota issue will present 
major difficulties in domestic politics while 
the Federal Council must also ensure that 
relations with the EU do not veer off 
course.

Reaction abroad has been extremely var-
ied. EU-sceptic and right-wing extremist 
parties have openly applauded. Official 
bodies at EU headquarters and in EU states, 
while expressing verbal understanding, have 
mainly voiced their concern and, in some 
cases, their disappointment and indigna-
tion.

Specific political repercussions emerged 
just a few days after the referendum. Previ-
ously agreed discussions over a power agree-
ment and an institutional framework agree-
ment have been suspended by the EU for 
the time being. As Switzerland cannot cur-
rently sign the protocol on the extension of 
the free movement of persons to Croatia 

Calm is usually restored quickly in Swit-
zerland after a referendum campaign. It is 
different this time around after 9 Febru-
ary. This is because Switzerland has impor-
tant decisions with an uncertain outcome 
ahead of it rather than having a referendum 
with a resolved issue behind it. Now begins 
the herculean task of implementing a deci-
sion that will result in virtually Switzer-
land’s entire policy on Europe being placed 
on a new footing. After the rejection of the 
European Economic Area (EEA) in 1992, 
the resultant major economic problems and 
many years of difficult negotiations over 
the bilateral approach, the Swiss people 
clearly endorsed this policy in a total of five 
referenda since 2000. By voting Yes to the 
restriction of immigration through quotas 
on 9 February 2014, they have shaken the 
foundations of the free movement of per-
sons and therefore also the bilateral agree-
ments.

With 50.3 percent voting Yes, the Swiss 
people and the cantons approved the so-
called mass immigration initiative put for-
ward by the Swiss People’s Party (SVP). 
The federal constitution now states that the 
number of permits allowing foreigners to re-
side in Switzerland must be restricted “by 
means of annual limits and quotas”. The in-
itiative did not actually call for the termina-
tion of the bilateral agreements but it did de-
mand that the Federal Council enter into 
follow-up negotiations with the EU on the 
free movement of persons and therefore on 
the independent management and control 
of immigration.

SVP benefits from discontent 
The SVP fought practically single-hand-
edly for its initiative against the Federal 
Council, Parliament, all other parties, 
trade unions and business federations. 
Those supporting the proposal attributed 
full trains, congested roads, housing short-
ages, wage pressure, greater competition in 
the labour market, urban sprawl and much 
more besides solely to the high levels of im-
migration. Those opposing it failed to S
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The middle course on European policy, a path between exclusion and EU accession, is 
in jeopardy. The successful bilateral agreements have thus far enabled Switzerland to 
benefit from a high degree of European integration and access to the single market in a 
tailor-made way without becoming an EU member with full rights and obligations: an 
extremely attractive, well-balanced special arrangement with our most important eco-
nomic partner. All of this now hangs in the balance following the acceptance of the 
mass immigration initiative and the effective termination of the free movement of per-
sons that is of fundamental importance to the EU.

High levels of immigration always present problems as all prosperous regions of the 
world are experiencing. But the problems Switzerland has now brought upon itself are 
much greater. There is widespread uncertainty in the economy and society. Political stabil-
ity is being put to the test as a result of polarisation, and the business world no longer has 
the confidence to make plans. There will be unproductive wrangling over the structure of 
the bureaucratic quota system, not to mention the uncertainty over policy on Europe.

From a middle course on European policy  
into the danger zone 
Comment by Jürg Müller
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owing to the new situation, the EU has put 
negotiations on the “Horizon 2020” re-
search agreement and the “Erasmus” stu-
dent exchange programme on ice. Negotia-
tions over the renewal of the “Media” film 

There is great uncertainty in the business 
world. It has emerged that certain invest-
ment decisions have been postponed and 
consideration is being given to relocating 
abroad. The major bank Credit Suisse pre-
dicts that around 80,000 fewer new jobs will 
be created over the coming three years.

Reading the tea leaves for possible  
developments 
How events will proceed is a matter of spec-
ulation. Five scenarios are essentially possi-
ble:

n Scenario 1: The EU enters into follow-up 
negotiations over the free movement of per-
sons despite all EU representatives so far 
having ruled this out: the answer in the past 
has categorically been “non-negotiable”. If 
formal negotiations were nevertheless to 
take place, there is no way of predicting 
whether an outcome acceptable to all sides 
could even be reached.
n Scenario 2: Switzerland unilaterally imple-
ments the initiative and introduces quotas. 
This must take place within three years ac-
cording to the new constitutional text, either 
in the form of legislation or by means of a 
Federal Council ordinance. If developments 
reach this stage, Switzerland does not have 
to formally terminate the agreement on free 
movement but it would have effectively 
changed the rules of play. The EU would 
have to respond and initially evaluate 
whether the quotas infringe upon the free 
movement of persons. The EU would ex-
plore political as well as legal considerations. 
If the free movement of persons was affected 
by very high quotas in law but not in real 
terms, the EU might be inclined to show 
clemency. Brussels would only implement 
countermeasures if Switzerland then denied 
EU citizens the right of residence. However, 
the hurdle in domestic politics of the refer-
endum also poses a threat to an implemen-
tation law.
n Scenario 3: The EU terminates the agree-
ment on free movement. Owing to the 

“guillotine clause”, the five other agree-
ments of the Bilateral Treaties I would 
then automatically become null and void 
having a devastating effect on access to the 
European single market. Other agreements 
could then also be drawn into the mael-
strom, such as the Schengen/Dublin trea-
ties.
 Continued on page 14S
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One thing is for certain, Switzerland is more dependent on the EU than ever before 
because Brussels now calls the shots and Switzerland has shifted into the role of suitor. 
It is no good counting on the SVP’s morale-boosting slogans and assertions that it is 
just a matter of displaying enough self-assurance as the EU is ultimately also depend-
ent on Switzerland. Admittedly, this argument is not entirely baseless as there are al-
ways mutual interests. However, in the event of a conflict, one also has to bear in mind 
the respective differences in size. The EU will insist on adherence to the bilateral rules 
as it can hardly constantly fulfil special Swiss wishes that it cannot grant to its own 
Member States.

Some solution will surely be reached after lengthy negotiations whereby a serious 
downgrading of Switzerland in terms of integration policy will be very difficult to 
avoid. It would however be naïve to completely rule out the unpleasant scenario of 
an intensification of the conflict with the EU. In this event, the Swiss people would 
be unable to escape having to answer the question of whether they want to system-
atically pursue a course of complete withdrawal in terms of policy on Europe and 
end up in a valley of economic doom. Or, when they are up to their necks in it, will 
they knock on Brussels’ door as a suitor and accede to the EU because the alterna-
tive of a middle course in policy on Europe has been removed from the table once 
and for all?

ConsequenCes foR the swiss abRoad 
The approval of the popular initiative “against mass immigration” will not have any 
direct legal implications for Swiss living abroad in the immediate future. The agree-
ment between Switzerland and the european Union on free movement will continue to 
apply. even in the event that treaties are terminated, the acquired rights of persons 
already living in an eU state would not be affected. A clause in the treaty on the free 
movement of persons (art. 23) guarantees them the opportunity to remain in their 
country of residence. immigration quotas already exist for countries outside the eU. 
These entry requirements for persons from third states remain in force until any 
amendment of the law, which means that no new provisions should apply to Swiss 
abroad in third states either. (Be)

funding programme have also been aban-
doned. At the time of going to press, there 
were signs of both an escalation and an eas-
ing of the situation over these and other is-
sues.
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SwiSS abroad vote No 
The Swiss abroad clearly rejected the ini-
tiative against mass immigration. in the 
eight cantons that list the votes of the 
Swiss abroad separately, the share of No 
votes stood at between just over 50% 
and 71%. The proposal was most re-
soundingly rejected in Geneva and Basel 
by 71%, while 69% voted against it in 
the canton of vaud, 65% in Aargau and 
63% in Thurgau. in Appenzell innerrho-
den, which had the second-highest pro-
portion of Yes votes in Switzerland 
(63.5%), there were just two No votes 
more among the voters abroad. Approval 
of the initiative was highest in the can-
ton of Ticino where 68.2% voted in fa-
vour. The votes of the Swiss abroad are 
not listed separately in Ticino.  (Be)

n Scenario 4: Swiss diplomatic efforts 
succeed in making a large package pal-
atable to the EU with negotiation on a 
broad range of issues, possibly inte-

grated into an extensive institutional 
framework agreement sought by the EU 
and with the removal of the free move-
ment of persons sought by Switzerland. 
This scenario would be tantamount to 
squaring the circle.

n Scenario 5: The Swiss people vote Yes 
in the referendum on the Ecopop initia-
tive entitled “Stop overpopulation – 
safeguard our natural environment”, 
which is set to take place this year. 
Ecopop sees itself as an environmental 
movement focusing on population is-
sues, but the popular initiative seeks to 
restrict immigration even more drasti-
cally than the successful SVP initiative. 
If this initiative is accepted by the ma-
jority of the people then it will be even 
harder to know how to proceed than it 
already is now.

JüRG MülleR is an editor with the “Swiss Review”

YeS to railwaY mileStoNe 
The Swiss people set a milestone in Swiss 
railway history on 9 February when 62% 
voted in favour of the proposal on the fi-
nancing and expansion of the railway in-
frastructure. This will enable the opera-
tion, maintenance and expansion of the 
railways to be uniformly funded from a 
new railway infrastructure fund. The rail-
way network will additionally undergo an 
expansion costing 6.4 billion Swiss francs 
by 2025, with this investment also being 
 approved. The Swiss have traditionally 
adopted a generous approach towards the 
railways: they have consistently endorsed 
billion-franc expansions over recent 
 decades.

abortioN coStS remaiN covered 
The health insurance schemes will con-
tinue to cover abortion costs in future. 
The Swiss people clearly rejected the 
“abortion costs are a private matter” pop-
ular initiative launched by religious and 
conservative groups with just under 70% 
opposing it.  (JM)

io.swisscom.ch

Unlimited free calls homewith
Swisscom iO.

Homesick?

http://io.swisscom.ch
https://itunes.apple.com/ch/app/swisscom-io/id649895248?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.swisscom.io&hl=de
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Does Switzerland need 22 Swedish Gripen 
fighter jets to replace the outdated Tiger 
fleet? That is the question that the elector-
ate will answer on 18 May. The referendum 
campaign is generating lots of political 
noise but the positions are generally known. 
The Federal Council, Parliament and the 
conservative parties as well as the militia 
and defence organisations want the new 
aircraft, while an army-sceptical alliance 
of Social Democrats, Greens and the 
Group for a Switzerland without an Army 
(GSoA) are opposed to the deal. They have 
successfully called a referendum. A liberal 

“no to the Gripen” committee has also con-
tributed a modest number of signatures. It 
mainly consists of supporters of the Green 
Liberal Party. 

Major turbulence 
There was originally widespread scepti-
cism over the choice of aircraft and not just 
on the left. There were constant allega-
tions that the evaluation had not been con-
ducted properly. The National Council’s 
Defence Committee investigated the 
claims and came to an ambiguous conclu-
sion: the selection procedure had been car-
ried out correctly but the Federal Council 
had chosen the jet with the highest level of 
risk. The Federal Council was subse-
quently able to ease concerns to the extent 
that even the former conservative critics 

backed Minister of Defence Ueli Maurer 
(SVP). Only the left unanimously rejected 
the purchase of the fighter jet. Both par-
liamentary chambers therefore approved 
the deal.

It is now the turn of the Swiss people. 
Opponents cast a general question mark 
over the need for the procurement. They 
believe effective air defence can be 
achieved without new jets and that Swit-
zerland will still be very well equipped by 
international standards even after the 
withdrawal from service of the 54 Tiger 
aircraft. The 32 F/A-18 would be com-
pletely adequate for policing the airspace 
and actual air combat is 
not a realistic scenario 
in today’s security pol-
icy climate, they say. 
Those supporting the 
proposal claim that the 
effectiveness of the air 
force cannot be en-
sured without new aer-
oplanes. This is even 
more important today 
than in the past because 
attacks – even terrorist 
attacks – are increas-
ingly being launched 
from the air. Nobody 
can completely rule out 
the possibility of 

Dogfight over new aircraft 
Switzerland is set to acquire 22 new Gripen fighter jets. The Swiss people 
have to approve the defence deal with unclear follow-up costs. 
By Jürg Müller

threats from the air over the coming dec-
ades.

Not “paper planes” 
Although the Gripen is the least expensive of 
the types of aircraft evaluated, finances are 
playing a major role in the referendum cam-
paign. The Gripen jets will cost a little over 
three billion Swiss francs in total. Opponents 
say that maintenance and operating expenses 
will push up costs, calculated over their entire 
service life, to ten billion francs. The Federal 
Department of Defence (DDPS), however, is 

“only” estimating a cost of six billion francs for 
procurement and operation over a deploy-
ment period of 30 years. The DDPS is also 
dismissing opposition arguments that the 
Gripen is a “paper plane” and as such a risk be-
cause dozens of the aircraft’s components still 
have to be developed. The Gripen is not an 
aeroplane newly designed from scratch, writes 
the DDPS, it is just an upgrade and technical 

advancement on the ex-
isting model.

Which arguments the 
debate focuses on will 
play a decisive role in de-
termining the outcome of 
the referendum – if tech-
nical arguments and the 
billion-franc investment 
predominate, the oppo-
nents may prosper. If 
those in favour of the 
proposal succeed in turn-
ing the referendum into a 
question of the future of  
the army the Gripen may 
well land in Switzerland 
one day.

Enhanced status for 
general practitioners 

There has been a shortage of general prac-
titioners in Switzerland for some time. 
Long working hours, a high administrative 
workload and emergency duty with night-
shifts – and all for a relatively low salary – 
are making a career as a family doctor in-
creasingly unattractive. The Swiss 
Association of General Practitioners there-
fore launched the “Yes to family practition-
ers” popular initiative in 2010 which was 

signed by around 200,000 Swiss citizens. A 
counterproposal emerged during the par-
liamentary debate that will now be pre-
sented to the Swiss people and which is also 
deemed satisfactory by those behind the in-
itiative: federal government and the can-
tons should ensure “sufficient high-quality 
basic medical provision that is accessible to 
everyone” and promote family doctors be-
cause they “recognise that they are a key el-
ement of this basic provision”. The general 
practitioners believe this meets the main 
objectives of their initiative. Their long-
standing battle for improved status within 

the healthcare system will be crowned with 
success if the Swiss people approve the pro-
posal on 18 May.  

The Association of General Practition-
ers also lauded the contribution of Alain 
Berset, the Federal Councillor responsible. 

“The representatives of the initiative com-
mittee found the Minister of Health to be 
a fair and credible partner,” it said in a press 
release. This is partly because Berset did 
not leave the matter at a constitutional ar-
ticle but at the same time also drew up a 
master plan for family medicine involving 
the various players.  (JM)
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The call for everyone to benefit from mate-
rial prosperity to a “fair” degree is regularly 
made in Switzerland. The issue of whether 
a state-controlled distribution of wealth is 
not per se an expression of a lack of freedom 
is then disputed just as often. The last time 
this took place was in the debate over the 1:12 
initiative, which sought to restrict manage-
ment salaries. And now Switzerland is de-
bating the question of whether “decent” 
minimum wages at least should be set in light 
of exorbitant top salaries.

The “For the protection of fair wages” in-
itiative (minimum wage initiative) launched 
by the Swiss Federation of Trade Unions 
(SGB) and supported by the Social Demo-
cratic Party (SP) and the Greens is calling 
for a statutory minimum wage of 22 francs 
an hour, which equates to around 4,000 
Swiss francs a month in full-time employ-
ment. 

The Federal Council, Parliament, the 
conservative parties and the business fed-
erations are opposing the popular initiative, 
which will be put to the vote on 18 May. 
The lines of argument are familiar. Those 
behind the initiative claim that wages be-
low 4,000 Swiss francs a month are too lit-
tle to live off in view of the cost of living in 
Switzerland. Almost one in ten neverthe-

less earns below 4,000 Swiss francs today. 
According to Daniel Lampart, the chief 
economist at the Swiss Federation of Trade 
Unions, mandatory minimum wages would 
be “a blessing for those concerned” and not 
really a problem for the economy as a whole. 
This is vehemently rejected by the opposi-
tion. Roland Müller, Director of the Swiss 
Employers’ Association, believes solutions 
that apply nationwide to all sectors are an 
anathema. They would result in jobs hav-
ing to be cut. The business federations are 
warning that fixed minimum wages would 
reduce Switzerland’s competitiveness. The 
trade unions retort that higher minimum 
wages would stimulate the economy and 
unburden the state because fewer social 
benefits would have to be paid to the work-
ing poor. 

The dispute has to be put into perspective 
because minimum wages already apply in 
many sectors in Switzerland under collec-
tive bargaining agreements. However, the 
growing gap between the lowest and the 
highest wages is inflaming the row, espe-
cially since the measures against abusively 
low wages are proving ineffective. While 
federal government’s Tripartite Commis-
sion can define reference wages, it cannot 
enforce them. The Zurich-based business 

The wage packets of low earners under scrutiny 

The unions are calling for everyone to receive a wage that is high enough to live off. The employers’ associations 
argue that this is impossible because it would cost the economy billions. The Swiss people will now decide. 
By Marc Lettau

No place for paedo-
philes in the classroom 
Children must be protected from sexual as-
sault. Paedophiles should not therefore be 
permitted to work with children. This is a 
commonly held view in Switzerland. Opin-
ions are nevertheless divided over the pop-
ular initiative “Paedophiles should no 
longer be permitted to work with children”. 
The initiative launched by Marche Blanche, 
an organisation from French-speaking 
Switzerland, which will be put to the vote 
on 18 May 2014, calls for an automatic and 

journalist Andreas Valda recently described 
the abuse in federalism: the canton of Zu-
rich turns a blind eye to salaries of 3,200 
Swiss francs a month despite the Tripartite 
Commission setting a threshold of 3,450 
Swiss francs for Zurich. The canton of Ba-
sel Stadt deems salaries of 3,000 francs to 
be the local market rate despite the thresh-
old standing at 3,290 francs, he said.

MARc LettAu is an editor with the “Swiss Review”

absolute career ban to be enshrined in the 
federal constitution: anyone convicted of 
paedophilia should be prohibited from 
working with children for life. Experts in 
criminal law are not opposing the actual 
cause but rather the radical solution pro-
posed. They argue that the imposition of a 
lifelong penalty presupposes a serious of-
fence. This however does not apply in all 
cases. A sexual relationship between a 
19-year-old boy and his 15-year-old girl-
friend is hardly a serious criminal offence, 
they say. Because the automatic penalty, ir-
respective of the severity of the offence, 
being called for by the initiative infringes 

upon the principle of proportionality and 
conflicts with the constitution and inter-
national law, Parliament decided in 2013 
that sex offenders would be dealt with 
more severely in future irrespective of the 
outcome of the referendum. The sentences 
for paedophile offenders are being in-
creased. In addition to exclusion and no-
contact orders, employment bans may also 
be imposed in the case of serious offences 
but with greater leeway for the courts. 
Whether the electorate will accept these 
tougher measures as an indirect counter-
proposal to the initiative remains to be 
seen.   (MuL)

WorkiNg Poor
when is a family considered to be 
poor in Switzerland? if a couple 
with two children have less than 
4,000 Swiss francs a month at 
their disposal after the deduction 
of taxes and social insurance con-
tributions, the family cannot lead 
a “socially integrated life”, accord-
ing to the Swiss conference for So-
cial welfare. that family then 
lives below the “breadline” due to 

“income poverty”. in Switzerland 
600,000 people are affected by in-
come poverty, or over 7% of the 
resident population.
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Downhill skiers are the heroes of winter 
sport. They race over snow and ice on their 
skis at speeds for which they would face 
hefty fines on Swiss motorways. Bernhard 
Russi was one of these athletes forty years 
ago, having been crowned world champion 
in 1970 and Olympic champion in 1972. On 
the piste, he combined audacity with grace 
and style. Nobody flew through the air as 
elegantly or took the turns as beautifully as 
Russi. 

Today, he designs courses on which the 
world’s best downhill skiers can gain im-
mortality. These include the piste at the 
Olympic Games in Sochi. Work there be-
gan on a stormy day in spring 2006. A hel-
icopter containing 20 passengers wound its 
way to the summit of the Rosa Peak, stand-
ing at over 2,300 metres above sea level. 
The wind gusted, buffeting the helicopter. 
Land here? Nyet, said the pilot. But Russi 
had travelled here specially to pay his first 

visit to the mountain where the pistes for 
the 2014 Olympic Games would be created. 
He would not allow himself to be dis-
suaded. So, he climbed out into the storm 
on a ladder, scrambled down and then 
jumped. He found himself standing on a 
grassy area, waving and calling out until 
two mountaineers finally gathered up the 
courage to descend as well. The helicopter 
turned around, and the three men set 
about exploring the mountain. Their 
equipment consisted of a compass, a torch, 
a bottle of water and mobile phones for 
which no network existed as the three later 
discovered.

Russi has been a course designer since 
1983. Marc Hodler, the then President of 
the International Ski Federation (FIS), 
called him one day and explained that the 
Canadians could not agree on which moun-
tain to use for the alpine events at the 1988 
Games. Why Russi? He was a trained 

draughtsman and had voiced criticism of 
courses even during his time as a ski racer. 
During the 1980s, there was a shift towards 
constructing levelled, straightforward 
runs because they were deemed safer. 
Russi was critical of this trend. He still be-
lieves to this day that racing is safest when 
competitors constantly remain active on 
their skis by responding to bumps, for ex-
ample. This is quite apart from the fact 
that it does not make particularly exciting 
television if all you see racing across your 
screen during coverage are skiers in the 
perfect squatting position. When Russi ar-
rived in Calgary, the decision in favour of 
Mount Allen had already been made. The 
former Olympic champion persuaded the 
organisers to open up the steep summit of 
the mountain as well and to give the f lat 
lower section a more attractive design by 
shifting earth. Russi created his first 
Olympic course. He has since designed all S
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The mountain whisperer 
He is a popular and much-admired figure. Bernhard Russi, the Swiss Olympic champion, is a legend and 
has belonged to the world’s sporting elite for over forty years following his triumph in Sapporo, these 
days as a course designer.
By Remo Geisser

Award ceremony at 
the 1972 Winter 
Olympic Games in 
Sapporo. Bernhard 
Russi won gold, Swit-
zerland’s Roland Col-
lombin (left) took 
silver and bronze 
went to Heinrich 
Messner from Aus-
tria 
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the downhill runs for the Winter Olympic 
Games.

Subaru rather than Jaguar
But Russi is not just a course designer, he is a 
man of many talents. The 65-year-old is still 
the Swiss sports star with the highest level of 
public acceptance and the most sustainable 
advertising value. He began making his mar-
keting plans towards the end of his career. 
From the outset, he sought partners who he 
deemed credible and he concluded long-term 
contracts with them. He was once offered 
the chance to take the bends in a Jaguar for 
an advertisement, but he felt that this kind 
of car did not really suit a mountain dweller 
from Andermatt. He opted instead for the 
Subaru, still mocked at the time as being the 
farmers’ Porsche. The make established it-
self, thanks in no small part to Russi, and he 
has remained loyal to it, as he has to practi-
cally all his other partners. He does not have 
many, as he has always been mindful not to 
be omnipresent in advertising. However, as 
he aged and started to need glasses, his smil-
ing face soon appeared on billboard posters 
for Visilab, a chain of opticians.

The media engagement of this native of 
the canton of Uri is also unmatched. Russi 
has to perform a delicate balancing act here 
as he works as a presenter on Swiss television 
and also writes as a columnist for the tabloid 
newspaper “Blick”. He is also acclaimed as a 
celebrity by the media and is much sought-
after for interviews. He retains remarkable 
composure in dealing with the media and al-
ways sets the limits himself. When a jour-
nalist asked him a year or so ago whether he 
could publish thirty lines by him in direct 
speech over the row going on at the time at 
Swiss Ski, Russi declined on the grounds 
that “it would be a column in disguise and I 
already write as a columnist for a media or-
ganisation”. But he did not object to his 
opinion being published in indirect speech 
with two or three stand-out quotes. So, eve-
ryone was satisfied in the end.

Not simply seeking consensus 
When asked how he designs his courses, 
Russi replies: “I talk with the mountain.” 
What he means is that he tries to sense what 
the terrain offers and which layout would 
ensure the best spectacle. He firstly scruti-
nises the maps very closely. He then flies to 
the mountain, as he did in Sochi. The three 
men who dared to descend from the flying 

helicopter in 2006 scrambled down from the 
summit. Making his way through forest, 
rocks and undergrowth, Russi looked for a 
route that could one day be turned into a ski 
run. He went around attaching coloured rib-
bons to trees to mark out potential paths. 
These were later transferred to maps by sur-
veyors, and Russi corrected and refined the 
route until he was convinced that he had 
found what the mountain had told him. As 
the three men reached the area around the 
future finishing point, that was when the ad-
venture began in earnest. Since there was no 
radio network, it was impossible to guide the 
helicopter to where they were. The group 
had to struggle down to the valley. At 3 
o’clock in the morning, after 18 hours in the 
wilderness of Rosa Peak, they found their 
way back to their hotel.

The project was now underway. Russi vis-
ited the Sochi area over 20 times before the 
2014 Olympic downhill piste was completed. 

“I have a dictatorial streak,” he reveals. There 
is no sense in listening to every single objec-
tion from organisers or construction teams 
on the mountain, he says. The course de-
signer imagines where the gates will later be 
positioned, how far the jumps will extend 
and at which point the course will pass be-
tween two rocks or over a ridge. The terrain 
is ideally so diverse that very little has to be 
altered with excavators.

However, what the mountain allows is just 
one aspect. The course architect must also 
take account of what the FIS race directors 
want and what the rules stipulate. However, 
he is able to help determine these factors as 

he holds a key position as chair of the Inter-
national Ski Federation’s alpine committee. 
His views and how he has implemented them 
in the mountains have significantly influ-
enced downhill racing in recent years. Mod-
ern ski runs have jumps, technical sections 
and eye-catching features. The days of the 

“motorways” are long gone. “My philosophy 
has prevailed,” remarks Russi. 

The tight bends of Val-d’Isère 
However, the course designer did not fore-
see the most striking change. When work-
ing on the design of the downhill piste for 
the 1992 Winter Olympics, the French ski-
ing legend Jean-Claude Killy travelled with 
Russi in the cable car in Val-d’Isère up an in-
credibly steep mountainside and said: “I 
want to create a monumental run for down-
hill skiers here.” Experts heard of Killy’s 
plans and dismissed them as “impossible”. 
But Russi began speaking to the mountain. 
The terrain at the “Face de Bellevarde” is so 
steep that lots of tight bends had to be built. 

The ski industry responded to this com-
pletely new type of slope with the construc-
tion of shorter, tapered skis. “From that 
point on, it was obvious that the modern rac-
ing ski would be a carving ski,” says Russi. 
This development was extremely beneficial 
to both ski racers and amateur skiers because 
tapered skis allow much better control. 
However, this also resulted in top skiers ap-
proaching bends at increasing speeds and no 
longer being able to control the forces. This 
led to serious knee injuries, and the FIS ul-
timately had to amend the rules. 
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But Russi saw other options. He believed 
that too many bends were designed in such 
a way that they could be taken on the edge 
of the skis, barely slowing the speed. He 
therefore argued for differentiation be-
tween sections that could be skied straight 
at high speed and technical sections. Speed 
should be reduced ahead of these with sharp 
corners. Russi constantly comes into dispute 
over such issues with the race directors and 
course planners who ultimately decide 
whether jumps are removed before a race or 
gates are relocated. “I understand these peo-
ple,” he says, “they lie in bed the evening be-
fore a race and wonder about how great the 
danger is to the athletes.” 

Two months before Sochi, the course de-
signer said: “Everything depends on the next 
few weeks. If someone suffers a serious ac-
cident, they will try to reduce the risks on 
the Rosa Peak piste as much as possible.” 
However, no serious crashes took place dur-
ing the entire season, and the public got to 
see a spectacular downhill in Sochi. Steep 
sections, breath-taking jumps and fast bends. 
Russi later appeared in the finishing zone 
with a broad smile on his face. That was ex-
actly how he had envisaged it.

When mountains have to rise
According to Russi, Sochi was a straightfor-
ward task because the mountain had so much 
to say. That is not always the case when peo-
ple put forward Olympic projects. Various 
attempts were made in South Korea before 
Pyeongchang finally had its bid accepted for 
2018. The previous efforts all failed on the 

mountain for the downhill skiing. The 
course designer once had to explain to the 
team behind a bid that a 150-metre height 
difference was lacking and that the terrain 
was simply not interesting enough. “No 
problem!” said the Koreans, “we’ll dig a 
150-metre-deep hole and build a finishing 
zone arena at the bottom of it.” And chal-
lenging terrain can be created with the help 
of excavators. A group faced the same prob-
lem in Quebec and proposed simply raising 
the height of the mountain by 150 metres. 
Both ideas were buried. Before Russi accepts 
a task, the International Ski Federation has 
to approve a project’s Olympic suitability. 
The FIS and Russi both agree that no moun-
tain will be accepted which has to be artifi-
cially increased in size.

However, the regulation is not very pre-
cise as it does not stipulate much more than 
the height difference. Russi therefore some-
times has to delve into his box of tricks. The 
terrain for the 1989 ski world championships 
in Vail, for example, was simply boring. The 
course architect therefore proposed the 
construction of a kind of bobsleigh run on 
the lower part of the piste which he called 
the “rattlesnake”. The idea came to him at 3 
o’clock in the afternoon up on the mountain. 
He then skied down into the valley and had 
a plaster model produced by an engineering 
firm. He made gates with toothpicks and 
even tiny skiers to display the size ratios. 
Russi presented his project at 8 o’clock in the 
evening. It was accepted. Vail thus had a 
much discussed and written-about attrac-
tion. But Russi himself concedes today that 

the world championship course was still not 
really that spectacular. 

The spectacle is important in this sport. 
When discussing the future, the course de-
signer envisages more jumps and more ex-
traordinary configurations for television, 
which he is always thinking about during 
construction. He mentions images of new 
sports, such as skicross and slopestyle, where 
athletes fly high through the air. This influ-
ences the viewing habits of the public, says 
Russi: “If we miss the boat, we will soon be-
come boring.” He is already working on the 
design of the course for the 2018 Winter 
Olympics in South Korea. There is great an-
ticipation about how he will implement as-
pects of what he saw in the freestyle disci-
plines in Sochi. 

The Sochi course is already consigned to 
the past as far as Russi is concerned and 
probably a closed chapter for alpine skiing, 
too. The likelihood that a downhill event 
will be held on the spectacular piste ever 
again is very slim. The calendar is already 
very full, and the Russians lack the expertise 
and probably also the interest in holding 
World Cup races. The continued use of 
Olympic pistes is the exception. Of all the 
runs that Russi has ever designed for Win-
ter Games, only the one for Norway in 1994 
is regularly used in the World Cup. Jean-
Claude Killy once said that Bernhard Russi 
was skiing’s answer to Picasso. But the art 
he creates only exists fleetingly.

Remo geiSSeR is a sports journalist with the “NZZ 
am Sonntag” 

Bernhard Russi on 
the Sochi downhill 
piste at “Bear’s brow” 

Bernhard Russi ad-
vertising Visilab 
with Lolita Morena, 
Miss Switzerland 
from 1982 (left), and 
Xenia Tchoumitch-
eva, a Swiss model, 
economist and entre-
preneur 



20 C u l t u r e

A summer house for modern art 
Art enthusiasts visit the Beyeler Foundation in Riehen near Basel in their droves. Every exhibition held is a hit 
with the public. The museum, which opened in 1997, is the legacy of Ernst Beyeler, one of the leading art dealers 
in the period after the Second World War. 
By Gerhard Mack

to freely select works. Jean Plangue, a painter 
friend living in Paris, had arranged the meet-
ing. Picasso was familiar with and had regard 
for the catalogues that Ernst Beyeler pro-
moted in his exhibitions at the art gallery in 
Basel’s historic centre. The world-famous art-
ist was intrigued, and the art dealer exuded 
enthusiasm. They got to know one another 
better. Picasso finally took his visitor into a 
room containing 800 paintings and said: 

“Pick out the ones you want!” Ernst Beyeler 
was left speechless but was urged on by the 
artist. After 45 works had been selected, Pi-
casso allowed the gallery owner to acquire 26 
of them. The Beyeler Gallery regularly held 
Picasso exhibitions after that. He selected 90 
drawings for the artist’s 90th birthday.  

An encounter with stolen art 
However, Picasso and Cubism was just one 
of the styles that Ernst Beyeler followed in 

20th-century art. The other was abstraction 
and the balance of form and colour, the light 
that shows off the colours to their best ef-
fect and the rhythm that a painting can ex-
press. There is also a major work in this 
genre that Ernst Beyeler promoted from the 
early 1950s onwards. It shows a castle and a 
horseman, or we could also see in it the 
Greek Orthodox festival of Easter with 
three women around an open grave. Wass-
ily Kandinsky’s painting from summer 1910 
is generally regarded as the beginning of ab-
stract art. 

The young art dealer acquired it in 1951 
from Ferdinand Möller, an elder colleague 
from Cologne. Möller had obtained it from a 
museum in Hanover that had had to give it up 
under the Nazi regime because it was consid-
ered to be degenerate art. In the 1990s, the 
heirs of the work’s former owner, Sophie Lis-
sitzky-Küppers, who had only loaned it to the 
museum, came forward, sparking the debate 
about stolen art and its restitution. Ernst 
Beyeler was able to reach an agreement with 
the heirs. He had known nothing of its his-
tory when he purchased it. He had even sold 
the painting at one point to an ironing lady 
from Winterthur who had come into money. 
When she ran into financial difficulties in 
1955, Ernst Beyeler bought the painting back 
and held on to it tenaciously.

G. David Thompson tried the hardest to 
get him to part with it. The collector from 
Pittsburgh, who had made his fortune in steel 
production, had put together a huge collec-
tion of modern art, ranging from Monet and 
Degas to Alberto Giacometti. Illness and em-
bitterment over ignorance in his native city 
drove him to sell. In 1959, he offered Ernst 
Beyeler the opportunity to purchase a hun-
dred works by Paul Klee in one go. The Basel 
dealer was unable to raise sufficient funds so 
Thompson demanded Kandinsky’s “Improv-
isation 10”. But Beyeler remained resolute.

From antiquarian bookshop to gallery 
Beyeler became one of the foremost dealers 
in classic modern art during the 1960s. An 
estimated 16,000 pieces of art passed 

The lady does not exactly look out at the world 
graciously – one eye stares at us and the other 
is empty. Her arms are placed behind her head, 
her breasts are splayed, and the rest of her 
body is merely outlined. The similarity that 
the woman bears to Pablo Picasso’s “Desmoi-
selles d’Avignon” is unmistakable. He painted 
the study in 1907, the same year in which he 
brought together prostitutes from this town 
in southern France to produce an epochal 
portrait of modernity. Cubism, the dissection 
of the body into various viewpoints, drawing 
on so-called primitive art from cultures be-
yond Europe, embraced everything that 
would shape art over the coming decades. 

It certainly was not beautiful. Yet, the 
painting almost caused a marital breakdown. 
The Basel gallery owner Ernst Beyeler 
needed cash urgently. An opportunity had 
once again arisen to purchase a unique piece 
of art. He would gladly have given up Picas-
so’s study for it. His wife Hildy was outraged. 
The French Madame had adorned their liv-
ing room for years. She had been through 
good and bad times with them and had be-
come part of the family. And she was now 
expected to give up her place. Not a chance! 
If that were to happen, then she would leave, 
too. “I preferred to keep Picasso and my 
wife,” Ernst Beyeler later explained with a 
sense of irony.

Picasso, a friend 
Picasso was the godfather of 20th-century 
art as far as Ernst Beyeler was concerned, 
and visitors to the Beyeler Foundation to-
day will clearly recognise him as the leading 
light of the collection and the museum. A 
splendid room is usually dedicated to the 
Spaniard. And if a temporary exhibition 
takes up the majority of the rooms, his 
works are presented in relationship to it in 
dialogue form. 

Ernst Beyeler got to know the painter per-
sonally and visited him on several occasions 
in the south of France. The most notable en-
counter was probably their first meeting at 
Picasso’s home in Mougins in 1966, when the 
45-year-old art dealer was given permission S
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Pablo Picasso’s “Femme” played an important 
role in the lives of the couple Hildy and Ernst 
Beyeler
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through his hands during 60 years as a gal-
lery owner. Such success could not have been 
foreseen when the 24-year-old Ernst Beyeler 
took over the antiquarian bookshop of his 
employer, Oskar Schloss, in Basel’s Bäum-
leingasse in 1945. Schloss had established a 
good reputation for rare books, but Beyeler 
was much more interested in paintings. He 
gradually sold off the stock, covered the 
shelves with sheeting and exhibited art. In-
itially displaying printed graphic work, 
Daumier was an important intermediary be-
tween books and visual art. The “Chateau 
d’Art”, the name of the bookshop, focused 
entirely on art from 1947 onwards. The 1953 
exhibition entitled “Tableux Français” fea-
tured outstanding works by Picasso, 
Gauguin and Matisse. 

Ernst Beyeler assembled his own collection 
over the years, which included almost all the 
major names in modern art: Vincent van 
Gogh, Claude Monet, Edgar Degas, Paul 
Cézanne, Pablo Picasso, Henri Matisse, 
Georges Braques, Fernand Leger, Piet Mon-
drian, Wassily Kandinsky, Paul Klee, Augusto 
Giacometti, Francis Bacon, Mark Rothko, 
Barnett Newman, Robert Rauschenberg and 
Andy Warhol, to name but a few. This unique 
collection was pieced together despite the 
challenges faced by the art dealer. In Basel, he 
found himself on the periphery of the inter-
national art trade. It was not easy to bring ma-
jor collectors, museum directors and the 
wealthy with an interest in art to the rather 

sleepy city – at least until Ernst Beyeler co-
founded the Art Basel exhibition in 1970. He 
would never entertain relocating to Paris, 
New York or London. His ties with the city of 
his youth, the hilly landscape, the Rhine and 
the rowing club were too strong.

When art prices rocketed in the 1980s and 
the acquisition of new art became difficult, 
the Beyeler Gallery found itself well-stocked. 
Beyeler was able to use the proceeds to pay off 
his debts with past financial backers. In 1982, 
he set up a foundation and finally also had the 
museum in Riehen built. When the art that 
filled his modest home in Riehen went on pub-
lic display for the first time in 1989 at the 

“Centro de Arte Reina Sofia” in Madrid, Ernst 
and Hildy Beyeler realised that a top-quality 
collection had been put together from the 
pieces that they had not been able or had not 
wanted to sell over the decades.

The congenial architect 
In Renzo Piano the collector found an archi-
tect who had already designed various muse-
ums and was willing to enter into open dia-
logue. Ernst Beyeler had exacting 
requirements and several designs were re-
jected. The building, which was officially 
opened in 1997 and was extended by 12 me-
tres two years later, is one of Piano’s most suc-
cessful museums: the exterior walls made of 
red porphyry represent stability and the 
park’s winter garden a sense of openness. 
Twenty-two well-proportioned rooms pro-

vide a pleasantly understated environment for 
art. The 40 and more exhibitions that have 
gone on display there since its opening con-
stantly put the collections and their artists in 
a new light. Ernst Beyeler always wanted to 
create a kind of summer house for art that 
would complement the city-centre location of 
the public art museum. This vision has proven 
incredibly successful, as the many visitors 
each year testify. His wife Hildy, who encour-
aged him to “create the museum”, was also sat-
isfied. Picasso’s “Madame from Avignon” was 
relocated there with her blessing and has since 
sternly observed visitors from all over the 
world.

GERHARD MACK is a culture editor with the “NZZ 
am Sonntag” and author of the book “Kunstmu-
seen: Auf dem Weg ins 21. Jahrhundert”.
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ArT from LATin AmericA 
A special exhibition from the Daros collec-
tion in Latin America is currently on dis-
play at the Beyeler Foundation. The collec-
tion was started in 2000 by Ruth 
Schmidheiny and today contains around 
1,100 works by artists from Latin America. 
The Casa Daros, a centre for the arts and 
culture, was opened in Rio de Janeiro in 
2013. 

The exhibition is on display until  
27 April 2014; further information at  
www.daros-latinamerica.net

Switzerland’s most-visited museum: the Beyeler foundation in riehen near Basel where art and architecture complement one another congenially.
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Time gnaws away at these small works of art  
with their serrated edges
Letters are becoming increasingly scarce as most correspondence is now sent electronically. This means that 
fewer and fewer stamps are being used. Proud stamp collectors nevertheless hope that this does not spell the 
end of philately. Swiss Post gives them hope. 
By Marc Lettau 

Switzerland. The oldest stamp still valid 
was issued in 1938, and since 1964 all 
stamps in Switzerland have enjoyed unlim-
ited validity – provided they have not been 
franked. This permanent validity con-
trasts with the reduction in letter mail. Its 
volume is declining by two percent every 
year. According to Susanne Ruoff, the 
chief executive of Swiss Post, it is possible 
that letters will only be delivered on five 

ated just 2.2 million francs from the sur-
charges. Marianne Affolter, Head of Com-
munications at Pro Juventute, believes that 
the figures reflect just how fundamentally 
the importance of the letter has changed in 
Switzerland due to SMS and email. It has 
long since focused on new sources of in-
come to continue funding projects for chil-
dren. “Donations, corporate partnerships 
and bequests play a key role today,” Affolter 

When Christian Fiechter franks a letter, he 
does not buy the stamp required at the 
post office counter but instead takes it 
from one of his stamp albums. The active 
senior citizen from Zollikerberg sticks 30, 
40 and sometimes even 50-year-old un-
stamped philatelic collector’s items on his 
letters. He plunders his collection because 
an expert has advised him to do so. His  
collection, in which he has invested well 
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over 50,000 Swiss francs over six decades, 
is deemed “largely worthless and unsella-
ble”. The expert’s advice was to simply  
use up the uncancelled stamps from his 
collection, which is what Fiechter is now 
doing.

There are many philatelists who have in-
serted stamp after stamp in albums from a 
young age and are now at a loss over their 
collections. Thanks to them there is even a 
niche postal market in operation. The dealer 
Hans Harlacher from Triboltingen buys up 
unstamped collector’s items and sells them 
to an exclusive clientele of the nostalgic and 
thrifty who use them to frank their post. 
The business works because Harlacher sells 
them for slightly below the postage value. 
Using old rarities is less expensive than buy-
ing new stamps.

Fiechter’s solution to his problem and 
Harlacher’s business are possible because 
stamps remain valid for such a long time in 

days of the week in future. Saturday may 
become a “letter-free” day.

The example of Pro Juventute
Fewer letters obviously also mean fewer 
stamps. This is causing concern for a spe-
cial Swiss charitable institution – the char-
ity stamp, such as the Pro Juventute stamp 
first issued in 1913. A “charitable surcharge” 
is levied on these stamps and this goes to-
wards the organisation’s projects. The rev-
enue from the sale of its surcharge stamps 
has become an important source of finance 
for Pro Juventute. And school pupils sell-
ing the Pro Juventute stamps under the slo-
gan “children for children” have become a 
feature of everyday Swiss life. In peak years 
45 million stamps were sold. But issues and 
revenues have been in decline for years. 
The revenues in 1982 correspond to pre-
sent-day purchasing power of 13.6 million 
Swiss francs. In 2011, Pro Juventute gener-

says. Collectors should nevertheless remain 
loyal to the Pro Juventute stamps, which 
are popular philatelic collector’s items in 
view of their often high artistic value.

An ageing club
However, the number of enthusiasts of 
these works of art with serrated edges is de-
clining. Elderly gentlemen are largely by 
themselves in many philatelic clubs. Such a 
situation must surely give experts like 
Christoph Hertsch sleepless nights. But 
that is not the case. Hertsch, who runs the 
stamp dealership Zumstein & Cie in Berne, 
which was founded in 1905 and is now in the 
hands of the fourth generation, and who 
publishes the “philatelists’ bible” – the 
Zumstein catalogue – remains confident 
despite all the prophecies of doom. He is 
regarded as an undisputed authority in the 
world of stamps and he does not believe 
they will suffer a rapid demise. He draws 

Switzerland’s first stamp: the “Double de  
Genève” from 1843

Expensive collector’s item:  
“Basler Taube” from 1845

Almost 1.5 billion of this 10-cent stamp 
have been printed since 1960 

The six-franc “Gold Vrene li” stamp from 2013 
with 18-carat gold 
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his confidence partly from the fact that 
“stamps convey the country’s image to the 
world”. Switzerland will not dispense with 
such “ambassadors” in a hurry. Stamps are 
also a “cultural asset”. “Stamps of great ar-
tistic value are constantly attracting atten-
tion,” he says. Hertsch is thinking of stamps 
such as those by the artist Franz Gertsch. 
This master of the giant image created 
something “captivating” in the tiny format 
of the stamp, he says. “That is no mean feat 
as it takes much more than simply reducing 
the subject for a stamp to succeed.” 

Bestseller with a billion-plus  
circulation 
Some 1.488 billion of the 10-cent definitive 
were printed in 1960 compared with just 
under four million of the 2013 Christmas 
stamp. Aren’t dwindling issues affecting 
the desire to collect? Hertsch rejects this 

to their diversity.” For him it is “a point of 
honour” to only use stamps. He sometimes 
attaches a stamp that he particularly likes 
to his many registered letters – the circular 
six-franc stamp coated with 18-carat gold 
which shows a gold Vreneli coin. This “gold 
stamp” issued in 2013 supplements the 
range of philatelic specialities of Swiss or-
igin, which also includes embroidered 
stamps (2000), stamps made of spruce 
(2004) and stamps with a chocolate aroma 
(2001).

As long as there are collectors, there 
will be stamps 
The official answer from Swiss Post to the 
question about the future of stamps is very 
clear: “Stamps are not going to be discon-
tinued.” Around 45 new stamps are issued 
every year. “That will not change in fu-
ture,” says media spokesperson Nathalie 

“without having to complete a delivery or-
der”, Hertsch points out. Swiss Post do not 
wish to focus on the monetary aspect. In 
their view, the stamp enhances the appear-
ance of the letter. Dérobert Fellay: “The 
stamp is sometimes seen as underlining a 
message.”  

Hertsch agrees with this sentiment – 
stamps sometimes make the difference be-
tween a simple postal delivery and a per-
sonal message. Stamps are often very 
carefully selected. Pro Juventute is also 
placing its hopes on this. Marianne Affolter 
says: “It is increasingly rare to have to send 
letters to correspond with other people. 
Sending letters may nonetheless represent 
an attractive, traditional gesture in future.” 
The changed status of the stamp may be of 
some comfort to collectors like Christian 
Fiechter. Their investment does not gener-
ate profit in the traditional sense. The new 
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Zurich – prepAid pioneers 
The first stamp was issued in the United Kingdom in 1840. The basic concept was to 
charge the sender rather than the recipient for the cost of sending a letter. On 1 
March 1843, the canton of Zurich was the first “state” after the UK to introduce 

this “prepaid postal system”. Geneva followed suit on 30 
September 1843 with its own stamp, the Double de Genève. 
On 1 July 1845, the people of Basel were able to purchase 
the first “Basler Tauben” for 2 1/2 cents. The Swiss postal 
system was not founded until 1849 and issued stamps for 
the whole of Switzerland from 1850. The most valuable phil-
atelic collector’s item dates from this period: the catalogue 
price for the “Rayon i” federal stamp of 1851, light blue 
with a framed cross, is around 250,000 Swiss francs.   (MUl)

notion: “It has actually become even more 
attractive.” Collectors have also developed 
new passions. There is growing interest in 
letters “that tell a recognisable story”. 
Hertsch points to a stamped envelope post-
marked in Friedrichshafen. The remarka-
ble thing about it is that the letter contains 
scorch marks. It comes from the wreckage 
of the Hindenburg zeppelin LZ 129, which 
went up in flames on 6 May 1937 in Lake-
hurst (USA): “You are holding a genuine 
piece of history in your hands,” he says. 
Stamps therefore become “an authentic 
part of world history”. 

The enemy of the philatelist is the ma-
chine. Sending registered mail as a business 
customer today requires stamps costing six 
Swiss francs. However, Swiss Post only 
charges five Swiss francs for machine-
franked registered mail. Hertsch says: “It 
is ultimately automation that poses the big-
gest threat to stamps as a cultural asset and 

Dérobert Fellay. There are still around 
150,000 collectors in Switzerland. They 
are contributing to the survival of the 
stamp, and tens of thousands have sub-
scribed to all new stamp issues. Swiss Post 
generates significant revenues as a result 

dividend is the sheer delight for those who 
discover serrated-edged missives from the 
past in their letterbox.

MARc leTTAU is an editor with the “Swiss Review”

The six-franc “Gold Vrene li” stamp from 2013 
with 18-carat gold 

The “chocosuisse” from 2001 has a 
chocolate aroma 

pro Juventute stamp with a charitable 
surcharge from 2013

contemporary stars, such as roger Federer, 
are also popular subjects for stamps 
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Lina Bögli went on a round-the-world journey and  
exposed the colonial period in the bestseller “Forward”  

Between two worlds: books and literary figures among the Swiss abroad
By Charles Linsmayer

other stops on her journey: she looked for a teaching post and saved 
up to pay for the ticket to continue her journey. On 12 July 1902, she 
stood once again at Krakow railway station and could hardly believe 
that she “had been away from Europe for ten long years, the places 
and people seemed to have changed so little”. 

The travelogue that she wrote at the castle of her former em-
ployer caused such excitement that she set off for Japan and China 
in 1910 to repeat the success with a second, three-year-long jour-
ney. The ensuing second book, “Immer vorwärts”,  published only 
in German and in the middle of the First World War,  only enjoyed 
a moderate level of success, however. And when Lina Bögli died on 
22 December 1941 in Herzogenbuchsee after years of tirelessly trav-
elling to lecture, the world dominated by Europe that she had por-
trayed was irrevocably destined for demise. 

Reflection of the colonial world 
The self-assured, daring Lina Bögli de-
scribed the world she discovered in a 
very naïve and unpretentious way and 
not without her awkward prejudices. 
Upon encountering the native inhabit-
ants of Australia, her verdict was: 

“These are certainly not attractive peo-
ple, the least prejudiced person cannot 
claim that. The women are even uglier 
than the men, most of them are terribly 
thin with disproportionately long limbs 
which makes them look more like apes 
than humans.” But the book does not 
lack humour, albeit unintentional. A 
90-year-old Maori chieftain in New 
Zealand confessed to her that he had 
eaten several white people despite them 
not tasting half as good as dark-skinned 
people and that the young woman 
standing before him nevertheless 
looked like a “tasty delicacy”. Relating 
the story she wrote: “I have not been so 
keen on him since, especially when he 
kisses my hand as it seems as though he 
holds it indecently long against his lips!” 

CHARLES LINSMAYER is a literary scholar 
and journalist in Zurich

Born a farmer’s daughter in Oschwand on 15 April 1858, Lina Bögli 
was sent to work as a maidservant in the Jura aged 12 after primary 
school. From 1875, she spent three years working in Naples for a 
wealthy Swiss family. Employed as a nanny, she not only learned Ital-
ian there but also German, as she herself later revealed. From 1878 
to 1892 - interrupted by two years of teacher training in Neuchâtel - 
she then lived with an aristocratic family in the Polish city of Kra-
kow, working as a tutor. From there she set off on a journey in 1892 
that would take her around the world.

An ill-fated love affair 
Once her memoirs “Forward: Letters written on a trip around the 
world” – published in Philadelphia in 1904 and also brought out in 
German as “Vorwärts” by Huber Frauenfeld in 1906 - had made 
her famous, Lina Bögli circulated the myth that she had agreed to 
undertake the journey to consider a 
marriage proposal from a Polish of-
ficer who was killed during the First 
World War. In reality the man in ques-
tion outlived her; the marriage had not 
taken place because he could not raise 
the 50,000 crowns that a married of-
ficer had to deposit as security. Disap-
pointed, she let Captain Bijak die in 
1914 in her diary: “The death of the 
only man whom I ever loved, and out 
of love did not wish to marry to avoid 
destroying his career, became my des-
tiny so to speak because without hav-
ing known and loved him I would never 
have thought about going on a round-
the-world trip.” 

Travelling the world as a teacher  
With 1,400 Swiss francs in her pocket, 
Lina Bögli boarded the express train in 
Krakow on 12 July 1892 and when she 
arrived in Sydney she possessed exactly 
5 pounds sterling. Just a few weeks later, 
she was earning a good wage teaching 
at three Australian private schools at 
the same time. She did the same thing 
in Honolulu, San Francisco and at many 

Quotation
“Fait accompli. I have completed the task that I 
set myself ten years ago and indeed with the 
greatest of precision; I promised myself that I 
would return to my point of departure on 12 
July, the day on which I set off, and last Sat-
urday, 12 July, I arrived back at Krakow rail-
way station. Now I really do believe I’ve 
earned my friends’ compliments when they say 
that punctuality is my principal virtue.” 
(From “Forward”, 1906)

BIBLIogRApHY: Under the title of “Talofa”, Lina 
Bögli’s “Forward” is available from efef-Verlag, 
Wettingen, and also as a Lenos paperback. The 
French translation “En avant” is available from 
Bernard Campiche. S
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Spring meeting of 
the Council of the 
Swiss Abroad
A considerable amount of time was dedicated 
to the discussion on the ramifications that the 
approval of the mass immigration initiative 
at the referendum on 9 February 2014 (also 
see pages 12 + 13) could have for the Swiss ab-
road. Many Council members expressed 
great concern, in particular over the conse-
quences for young people and their education 
as well as for academia. The Council of the 
Swiss Abroad supported sending an open let-
ter from the umbrella association of the youth 
organisations to the Federal Council and the 
European authorities about the “Erasmus+” 
programme, which has been suspended by the 
EU, calling for cooperation between univer-
sities and the mobility of students.

The Council members received good news 
regarding the law on the Swiss abroad which 
was adopted by the Council of States in 
March and looks set to be approved by the 
National Council during the summer ses-
sion. The incorporation of all acts and de-
crees affecting the Swiss abroad in this law 
and the clear designation of responsibility to 
the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs 
(FDFA) for matters concerning the Swiss 
abroad (single point of contact) should en-
sure greater coherence and efficiency in the 
future for the federal government’s policy 
on the Swiss abroad. 

A proposal on the limitation of the term of 
office of Executive Board members, clearly 
also an extremely contentious issue within 
this body, was sent back to the OSA’s Execu-
tive Board for revision.  BE

Incorrect telephone 
numbers 
Incorrect telephone numbers and an incor-
rect postcode appeared in the “Educational 
and training advice now provided by educa-
tionsuisse” article in the February 2014 is-
sue of “Swiss Review”. The correct contact 
details for educationsuisse – education in 
Switzerland – are set out below. 

Information on educational and training 
opportunities and grants:  

info@educationsuisse.ch
Fiona Scheidegger, 
Co-Director of educationsuisse
fiona.scheidegger@educationsuisse.ch
Tel +41 (0)31 356 61 22
Ruth von Gunten, Advisor at educationsuisse 
ruth.vongunten@educationsuisse.ch
Tel. +41 (0)31 356 61 04
educationsuisse, Alpenstrasse 26
3006 Berne, Switzerland 

OSA advice 

I worked in Switzerland for several years and 
probably also made contributions to a pension 
that I have never received. How can I find out 
whether I have retirement assets?

Mandatory contributions to the second pil-
lar (pension fund) were introduced in Swit-
zerland in 1985 on a nationwide basis. Prior 
to that, contributions to occupational pen-
sion schemes had been made on a voluntary 
basis, except where different provisions ap-
plied under collective agreements. 

Swiss abroad who have undertaken gain-
ful employment in Switzerland and have not 
had their second pillar capital paid out are 
entitled to pension benefits. 

If you do not know the address of your for-
mer pension fund in Switzerland, you can 
send a written enquiry to the 2nd Pillar Cen-
tral Office.

Use a 2nd Pillar Central Office form, 
which you can either download or request 
from the office. (See website address below) 

The form you submit will be compared by 
the 2nd Pillar Central Office with the records 
of the pension institutions. You and the in-
stitution concerned will be notified in the 
event of a match. You should then present 
any claims directly to the pension or vested 
benefits institution. 

In order to facilitate checks, it is impor-
tant that you enclose an uncertified copy of 
the following documents:
•	 Old-age	and	survivors’	insurance	(AHV)	

card  
•	 Salary	statement	
•	 Employment	contract		
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•	 2nd	pillar	insurance	card		
•	 Confirmation	of	employment		
•	 Death	certificate	in	inheritance	cases	
2nd Pillar Central Office, Sicherheitsfonds BVG, 
Eigerplatz 2, Postfach 1023, 3000 Berne 14, 
SWITZERLAND, Tel. +41 (0)31 380 79 75, 
Email: info@zentralstelle.ch 
www.sfbvg.ch > 2nd Pillar Central Office > 
Research for credit balances
 OSA’S LEGAL DEPARTMENT

OSA’s Legal Department provides general legal in-
formation on Swiss law and specifically in areas 
that concern the Swiss abroad. it does not provide 
information on foreign law and does not intervene 
in disputes between private parties.
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The Organisation of the Swiss 
Abroad (OSA), a foundation 
governed by private law, is  
a centre of expertise for safe-
guarding the interests of  
Swiss citizens living abroad. 
Besides the publication of 
“Swiss Review”, it provides 
 various services for Swiss 
 citizens abroad in collabo- 
ration with its partner orga-
nisations.

n	 Legal advice. Free advice on 
emigrating abroad and return-
ing to Switzerland.
www.aso.ch – “Consultation” 
section
n	 Offers for children and 
young people. Organisation of 
holiday camps and language 
courses, etc. for young Swiss 
abroad seeking a better under-
standing of their native country.
www.aso.ch – “Offers” section

n	 Advice on education and 
training in Switzerland. Young 
Swiss abroad wishing to train or 
study in Switzerland receive 
support and guidance in select-
ing training and educational op-
portunities and making grant 
applications.
www.aso.ch – “Consultation” 
section
n	 Network. The website Swiss-
Community.org provides the op-

portunity to network with Swiss 
citizens all over the world. 
 www.swisscommunity.org 

Organisation of the  
Swiss Abroad (OSA)
Alpenstrasse 26,   
3006 Berne, SWITZERLAND 
Tel. +41 31 356 61 00  
info@aso.ch

SERvICES pROvIDED By OSA

mailto:info@educationsuisse.ch
mailto:fiona.scheidegger@educationsuisse.ch
mailto:ruth.vongunten@educationsuisse.ch
mailto: info@zentralstelle.ch
http://www.sfbvg.ch
http://www.aso.ch
mailto:youth@aso.ch
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From generation to 
generation
Last year, 14-year-old Madelyn Meury 
and her 15-year-old cousin, Joel Pilk-
ington, took part in the Swiss Trip or-
ganised by the Foundation for Young 
Swiss Abroad (FYSA). Their grandfa-
ther, Peter Meury, made it possible for 
them both to go on this journey to dis-
cover their Swiss roots.  

Joel was born in Canada and today lives in 
Sydney with his mother, Theresa, the 
daughter of Peter and Patricia Meury. 
Madelyn lives with her father, Matthew, 
around 25 kilometres from Sydney in Wah-
roonga. Theresa and Matthew both at-
tended camps for young Swiss abroad in the 
1980s.  

Theresa was 15 years old, the same age 
as her son Joel, when she visited Switzer-
land with the Foundation for Young Swiss 
Abroad. She has travelled the world exten-
sively over the past 30 years, but she says 
that she will never forget the unique op-
portunity that presented itself when she 
was young. Joel, too, was able to enjoy ex-
citing encounters with other Swiss abroad, 
journeys through breathtaking landscapes 
and an interesting and action-packed pro-
gramme in summer 2013. He particularly 
enjoyed river-rafting on the Aare River. 
His mother reveals that he has talked so 
enthusiastically about the Swiss Trip that 
his younger brother also wants to attend a 
camp soon. His cousin, Madelyn, has 
talked a great deal about the friendships 
she made and the insights she gained into 
different ways of life since returning 
home. 

She was a little apprehensive before the 
camp but soon realised that she had noth-
ing to worry about. Making friends is easy 
in a camp group. You quickly learn to trust 
your campmates when you have to put up 
tents together, sleep in them overnight and 
travel from one place to the next on differ-
ent forms of public transport day after day. 
Her father said that a trip like this was a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. He him-
self forged friendships that lasted long af-
ter the camp. His sister, Theresa, backs 
that up. They all agree that attending 
these camps boosts self-confidence and in-
dependence and gives you a chance to 

make friends with people from all over the 
world. 

Madelyn says that she could well imagine 
sending her own children on camps for the 
Swiss abroad in the future. The experience 
has helped her to mature. 

Madelyn and Joel experienced varied as-
pects of Switzerland. They hiked in the 
mountains, in some of Switzerland’s most 
beautiful landscapes, they travelled north-
east from Zurich Airport to the Rhine Falls 
and from there southwards to Grisons, 
through the Alps on the Glacier Express to 
the Aletsch Glacier, then west on the Aare 
to Lake Neuchâtel from where they passed 
through the Jura to Lucerne, finally arriv-
ing back at their starting point after a ten-
day trip. It was a packed itinerary, which al-
lowed them to see a great deal of their 
grandfather’s homeland. Madelyn has par-
ticularly fond memories of the cuisine on 

the Swiss Trip. Enjoying rösti or a choco-
late fondue together was unforgettable. 
Their grandfather had told them before 
their trip that the Swiss love their food and 
that this also connects them with their 
homeland. So Joel took a large packet of 
“Basler Läckerli” back to Australia with 
him.

FYSA camp leaders make every effort to 
organise a rich and diverse programme for 
the young Swiss abroad with overnight stays 
in a wide variety of places.

 SiMONe RiNeR (FYSA PROJeCT LeADeR)

The Foundation for Young Swiss Abroad has 
been organising camps for Swiss children 
abroad for almost 100 years. www.sjas.ch

Joel (second from the right) with his mother and brothers Bennet and Chace before the flight to 
Switzerland 

The hiSTorY
One day, we found a message in my FYSA mailbox from Peter Meury, the grandfa-
ther of two camp participants on the Swiss Trip, thanking us for the photo CD we 
sent and requesting a copy for himself. He also wrote: “in the past, film strips 
were sometimes produced as well, and my son still has one from a camp he at-
tended.” To our question about the “film strip” we received this reply: “i’ll ask 
my son Matthew where the video is. Of course i can send it to you if he still has 
it. i know that it exists because it was on my bookshelf for many years and be-
came of interest again when his daughter Madelyn registered for the camp.” Peter 
Meury found the video, burned it onto a DvD and sent it to us here in Switzer-
land from Australia. 
At www.sjas.ch /MeDiA RePORTS you will find the film of the Kandersteg camp in 
1986. 
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92nd Congress of the Swiss Abroad in Baden – 15 to 17 August 2014
This year’s Congress of the Swiss Abroad in Baden will focus on the theme of “information technology and social media: opportunities 
for the Swiss abroad”. Speakers will include Federal Councillor Alain Berset and Otfried Jarren, professor of journalism at the Univer-
sity of Zurich.  

Find out more about the theme of the congress at www.aso-kongress.ch. You can also order your congress registration pack online 
here. Put the congress dates in your diary today. We look forward to seeing you.

Please send me the registration documents in spring 2014 for the 92nd Congress of the Swiss Abroad in Baden. My address is: 

Surname: first name:

Address:

Country: postcode/city:

email:

Please write clearly in block capitals. The registration documents are available in two languages: q German  q French  (please 
tick the language required) Return the completed form to: Organisation of the Swiss Abroad, Communications & Marketing, Alpen-
strasse 26, 3006 Berne, SwiTZeRLAND / Fax: +41 (0)31 356 61 01 or email us at communication@aso.ch

Young people meet 
up in Switzerland 
The Organisation of the Swiss Abroad 
offers a wide range of holiday and edu-
cational visits to Switzerland during 
the summer. 

Leisure offers:
Across Switzerland   19.4. – 26.4.2014
Summer camp 1 in La Punt 12.7. – 25.7.2014
Summer camp 2 in La Punt 26.7. – 8.8.2014
Adventure Travel  29.7. – 8.8.2011
Discover Switzerland  2 weeks 

Training offers:
German course in Zurich 30.6. – 11.7.2014

French course in Fribourg 30.6. – 11.7.2014
German course in Baden  11.8. – 22.8.2014
French course in Fribourg 11.8. – 22.8.2014
Seminar on the Congress 
of the Swiss Abroad  11.8. – 18.8.2014
Training in Switzerland  2 weeks

Further information on these offers can be found 
at www.aso.ch or www.swisscommunity.org 

Summer camps for 
children aged 8 to 14 
In July and August 2014, Swiss children liv-
ing abroad will be able to spend two weeks 
having fun at our summer camps with 30 to 
50 children from all over the world while, at 
the same time, discovering Switzerland and 

its culture. There are still some places avail-
able on our holiday camps. For more detailed 
information and the registration form go to 
www.sjas.ch / Camps. We are also happy to 
post you our information brochure on re-
quest. This contains an overview of our of-
fers. The Foundation for Young Swiss 
Abroad would like to give all Swiss children 
abroad at least one opportunity to discover 
Switzerland in this way. We therefore offer 
reduced rates in special cases. We would be 
pleased to provide you with further infor-
mation.  
Foundation for Young Swiss Abroad (FYSA)
Alpenstrasse 26, 
3006 Berne, SWITZERLAND 
Tel: +41 31 356 61 16, Fax: +41 31 356 61 01
info@sjas.ch, www.sjas.ch

Otfried Jarren

Alain Berset
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How to plan my trip 
abroad
“I read in the newspaper that you were 
here. What’s the situation in Thailand?” 
asks the lady before she has even reached 
our FDFA stand – a common question at 
the holiday fairs we attended in Basel and 
Geneva. 

Political unrest is a concern for travellers. 
Should they book their trip now and take 
advantage of the early-booking discount or 
wait and assess the situation? Everyone ob-
viously has to make that decision for them-
selves, but we can show them how and 
where to find the FDFA’s travel advice.  We 
access our website on two tablets. “That’s 
the latest technology,” points out a young 
man appreciatively. “Can I take that with 
me, too?” 

Travel preparation 
He is, of course, not given a tablet but he 
does receive our travel checklist in credit-
card format. Reading through it page by 
page, you will find information about the 
security situation in the travel advice sec-
tion and about culture and tourist attrac-
tions in the travel guides. It will also help 
to ensure you submit visa applications in 
good time and get the vaccinations required 
– in short, you will be as prepared as you 
can be for your journey and aware of the 
risks abroad.

Travel preparation also includes  
n Comprehensive travel insurance. Depend-
ing on the policy, this covers costs incurred 
in the event of illness, cancellations or re-
booking, and provides support if money or 
identity documents are stolen or if accidents 
occur, etc.
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n Entering travel details into itineris, the 
FDFA’s registration platform. This makes 
it easier for us to contact travellers in the 
event of an emergency. Persons registered 
receive an SMS text message or an email if 
the security situation deteriorates drasti-
cally in the region where they are staying. 
However, the online registration system 
itineris does not provide advance warnings 
about natural phenomena such as earth-
quakes, tsunamis and hurricanes, etc. The 
warnings and advice of the local authorities 
responsible should always be followed in 
such cases.

A nation that loves to travel
Keen travellers talk to us about their expe-
riences and travel plans at the exhibitions. 
What the statistics tell us is confirmed here: 
the Swiss love to travel. The travel advice 
pages, containing assessments of the secu-
rity situation in 176 countries and general 
tips for travel preparation and travelling 
abroad, are the FDFA’s most frequently vis-
ited webpages. We constantly draw atten-
tion to important updates via Twitter, and 
this information can be downloaded via itin-
erisApp. 

Risk of abduction 
A married couple enthuse about a trip they 
undertook last year through Mauretania 
and Mali and reflect on their experience: 
“Apart from a flat tyre, we did not have any 
problems at all and got a warm reception 
everywhere. The FDFA exaggerates when 
it advises against travelling to these coun-
tries.” – No, we do not exaggerate. We con-
stantly check travel information and only 
advise against travel if the risk is deemed 
too high on the basis of the information we 
have.  

The risk of abduction has been very high 
in the Sahara and bordering regions for 
several years now, and the situation is un-
predictable. Several Westerners are cur-
rently in the hands of terrorists. Of course, 
not all foreigners find themselves in dan-
ger, but such situations can happen to any-
one. And then what? The persons abducted 
can expect endless long days and weeks of 
physical strain and anxiety, while their 
family members suffer a period of agonis-
ing uncertainty. The state must begin pro-
tracted and complex negotiations with an 
uncertain outcome. Switzerland does not 
pay ransom, partly to avoid making its cit-
izens the target of abduction and partly to 
prevent any strengthening of the position 
of terrorists.

Brochures, checklists, flyers 
In addition to the travel checklist, our visi-
tors are also given the brochure “If you’re 
planning a trip” and the Helpline flyer with 
a detachable card so that they always have 
the helpline number and the FDFA’s key 
contact points for travellers at hand. The 
flyer has been enclosed with all new Swiss 
passports since July 2013.

This information and these services are 
available to all Swiss citizens worldwide. 
Please consult our website and contact the 
embassy, consulate general or FDFA hel-
pline in Berne if you have any questions. 
They will be pleased to serve you around 
the clock, either by telephone or in writ-
ing.

  The FDFA holiDAy FAiRS TeAm 

seRvices
n www.eda.admin.ch/reisehinweise: 
country-specific situation assessments 
and general travel advice
n www.eda.admin.ch/itineris: online reg-
istration of travel details 
n itinerisApp for iPhone and Android: ac-
cess to travel information, online regis-
tration on itineris, the FDFA helpline and 
addresses of Swiss representations abroad 
n www.twitter.com/travel_edadfae: up-
dates on travel information and holiday 
advice 
n FDFA helpline +41 800 24-7-365 or 
Skype helpline-eda: consular issues of 
any nature
n www.helpline-eda.ch

http://www.eda.admin.ch/reisehinweise
http://www.eda.admin.ch/itineris
http://www.twitter.com/travel_edadfae
http://www.helpline-eda.ch
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FDFA OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER:
PETER ZIMMERLI, RELATIONS WITH THE SWISS ABROAD 
BUNDESGASSE 32, 3003 BERNE, SWITZERLAND, TELEPHONE: +41 800 24 7 365 
WWW.FDFA.ADMIN.CH, EMAIL: HELPLINE@EDA.ADMIN.CH

Phone from Switzerland: 0800 24-7-365
Phone from abroad: +41 800 24-7-365
E-Mail: helpline@eda.admin.ch
Skype: helpline-eda

Online registration for Swiss citizens 
travelling abroad

Travel advice
www.eda.admin.ch/reisehinweise  
Helpline DFAE: +41 (0)800 24-7-365  
www.twitter.com/travel_edadfae

www.fdfa.admin.ch/itineris
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Publication
The photograph reflects the three priorities 
of the presidential year – youth, employment 
and openness. The Federal Council is de-
picted at its place of work. With the door 
open and the view from the window, there is 
an open vista towards Switzerland and the 
world. Chayanne Fressineau und Yannick 
Maron, two young trainee photographers 
from the Ecole supérieure d’arts appliqués 
in Vevey, were involved in preparing the 
photo shoot.

The photo can be ordered and downloaded from:  
www.admin.ch/br > Services > Federal Council 
photograph

Important notice
Please notify your Swiss representation of 
your email address(es) and mobile telephone 
number(s) and/or any changes to them and 
register at www.swissabroad.ch to ensure 
you do not miss any communications (“Swiss 
Review”, newsletters from your representa-
tion, etc.).  

The latest issue of “Swiss Review” and 
previous issues can be read and/or printed 
out at any time at www.revue.ch. “Swiss Re-
view” (or “Gazzetta Svizzera” in Italy) is sent 
to all households of Swiss abroad who are 
registered with an embassy or consulate gen-
eral either electronically (via email or as an 
iPad/Android app) or in printed format free 
of charge.

Federal reFerenda 
Four proposals will be put to the vote on 18 May 2014:
n Federal decree of 19 September 2013 on basic medical provision (direct counterpro-
posal to the popular initiative  “Ja zur Hausarztmedizin” (Yes to family practitioners)); 
see also page 15
n Popular initiative of 20 April 2011 “Pädophile sollen nicht mehr mit Kindern arbeiten dür-
fen” (Paedophiles should no longer be permitted to work with children); see also page 16
n Popular initiative of 23 January 2012 “Für den Schutz fairer Löhne (Mindestlohn-Ini-
tiative)” (For the protection of fair wages (minimum wage initiative)); see also page 16
n Federal law of 27 September 2013 on the fund to procure the Gripen fighter jets 
(Gripen Fund Act); see also page 15.

All information on the proposals (voting pamphlet, committees, party information, 
e-voting, etc.) can be found at www.ch.ch/en/votes. 

Further referendum dates in 2014: 28 September; 30 November.

PoPular InItIatIves
At the time of going to press, the following new federal popular initiative had been 
launched (deadline for the collection of signatures in brackets):
n “Für Ernährungssicherheit” (For food security) (04.08.2015)

The list of pending popular initiatives can be found at www.bk.admin.ch under Ak-
tuell > Wahlen und Abstimmungen > Hängige volksinitiativen.

In the Federal Council Chamber (from left to 
right): Johann n. schneider-ammann, eveline 
Widmer-schlumpf, simonetta sommaruga (vice 
President), swiss President didier Burkhalter, 
doris leuthard, ueli Maurer, alain Berset and 
Federal Chancellor Corina Casanova

http://www.admin.ch/br
http://www.swissabroad.ch
http://www.revue.ch
www.ch.ch/en/votes
http://www.bk.admin.ch
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Little gems

Switzerland’s visiting cards 
The Swiss embassies and consulates worldwide are a showcase and 
visiting card for our country. However, ordinary people rarely get 
to see inside them – apart from the offices with the counter where 
the Swiss abroad have to complete their paperwork. A book has 
now been published that will allow readers to satisfy their curios-
ity about the architecture and inner workings of Swiss embassies. 
Thirty-four Swiss representations abroad are presented in an illus-
trated book published by the “Gesellschaft für Schweizerische 

Kunstgeschichte” (Society for Art History in Switzerland) in 
Berne. The list extends from Ankara to Wellington. The texts are 
short as the photographs are very revealing. The architecture 
ranges from conventional to ostentatious, as do the furnishings. 
Title: “Swiss Embassies and Missions Abroad”; author: Catherine Courtiau;  
foreword: Federal Councillors Eveline Widmer-Schlumpf and Didier Burkhalter; 
publisher: Gesellschaft für Schweizerische Kunstgeschichte, available from 
www.gsk.ch; bilingual German and French hardback edition CHF 80; English 
eBook CHF 40

Great words 
There are speeches that have gone down in 
world history – Pope Urban’s speech 
launching the crusades or Kennedy’s 
speech in Berlin. Whether they changed 
the course of world history is open to ques-
tion. But they are reminders of the past re-
flecting the mood, fears and aspirations of 
a particular moment in time. The historian 
and journalist Felix Münger put together 
a highly successful series of broadcasts  
on SRF Radio in March entitled “Speeches 
that wrote history” by Swiss people. It fea-

tured Karl Spitteler, Robert Grimm, 
 Marcel Pilet-Golaz, Eduard von Steiger, 
Hans Peter Tschudi, Emilie Lieberherr, 

Aernschd Born, Elisabeth Kopp, Friedrich 
Dürrenmatt and Christoph Blocher. To 
coincide with the broadcasts, the hier+jetzt 
publishing house has issued a carefully pro-
duced book with detailed background in-
formation and extracts from the speeches. 
Felix Münger takes listeners and readers 
on an enjoyable and informative journey 
through a century of Swiss history. 
“Reden, die Geschichte schrieben”; Verlag 
hier+jetzt Aarau; 320 pages; CHF 39.  
www.hierundjetzt.ch; series of broadcasts from 
SRF radio: www.srf.ch/radio-srf-1/radio-srf-1/ 
reden-die-geschichte-schriebenS
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Rwanda and the 
Swiss aid workers 
Whenever Rwanda is men-
tioned, the first thing most 
people probably think of is the 
genocide of 1994, the massacre 
of the Tutsi by the Hutu. The 
film “Wir kamen um zu helfen” 

(We came to help) by the Swiss 
director Thomas Isler also 
deals with these horrific events 
but focuses on Switzerland’s 
development aid efforts in 
Rwanda. The Swiss Agency for 
Development and Cooperation 
(SDC) began developing pro-

jects in Rwanda as early as 1963 
– the country had received al-
most 350 million Swiss francs 
by 1993.

Isler’s film does not provide a 
critical review of development 
aid and the SDC but instead 
tackles fundamental issues of 

development cooperation. 
Where do superior and conde-
scending attitudes come from? 
What fantasies of omnipotence 
lie behind the notion of devel-
opment aid? The people con-
cerned – aid workers and Rwan-
dans – are given the opportunity 
to voice their views. The out-
come is a fascinating film about 
an issue that is always conten-
tious. The good news is it is also 
available on DVD. 

DVD original version d/f/Rwandan, 
subtitles f/d/e; 87 mins; available 
from maximage, Neugasse 6,  
CH-8005 Zurich; www.maximage.ch;  
email info@maximage.ch;  
tel. +41 44 274 88 66

http://www.gsk.ch
http://www.hierundjetzt.ch
http://www.maximage.ch
mailto:info@maximage.ch
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“Small nations are punished like little children. Switzerland should not 
put up with that.” 
 Christoph Blocher, National Councillor and SVP strategist  

on the EU’s stance towards Switzerland

“The only question that the EU is interested in now is: ‘Will Switzerland 
adhere to the agreement on free movement, yes or no?’” 
 Yves Rossier, Secretary General at the Federal Department of  

Foreign Affairs (FDFA) and chief diplomat in the negotiations  
with the EU after the approval of the mass immigration initiative

“Confuse me not by contradiction. You err as soon as you begin to speak.” 
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1749–1832), German author 

“He who knows does not speak. He who speaks does not know.” 
Lao Tzu, Chinese philosopher from the 6th century B.C. 

“One wishes for laziness in wicked men and silence in fools.”
 Nicolas de Chamfort (1741–1794), French moralist
 

“Nothing is more miserable then a Lord dominated by pride.”
Miguel de Cervantes (1547–1616), Spanish author

“He who does not want to obey the law should leave the place where it is 
enforced.” Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

“We can’t carry on if things carry on as they are.” 
Erich Kästner (1899–1974), German author

Bulletins Quotes

Swiss athletes won 11 medals at the 
Olympic Games in Sochi (photos from 
left to right). Dario Cologna was the 
most successful, winning two gold med-
als (cross-country skiathlon and 15km 
cross-country classic). Gold also went 
to Dominique Gisin (downhill skiing), 
Patrizia Kummer (snowboard giant sla-
lom), Iouri Podladtchikov (snowboard halfpipe) and Sandro Viletta (super-com-
bined skiing). Selina Gasparin (biathlon 15km individual race), Nevin Galmarini 
(snowboard giant slalom) and Beat Hefti and Alex Baumann (two-man bobsleigh) 
won silver medals. Lara Gut (downhill skiing) and the women’s ice hockey team 
picked up bronze medals. 

Yes to law on Swiss  
education abroad 
The federal law on the provi-
sion of Swiss education 
abroad was adopted by the 
National Council in March. 
The Council of States had al-
ready approved the bill in 
 December. The law enables 
the 17 Swiss schools abroad to 
take in more foreign pupils 
and thus extend their finan-
cial basis. The Swiss schools 
will also be able to offer voca-
tional courses based on the 
Swiss model.

Ever more cross-border 
workers
The number of cross-border 
workers rose by 3.8 % in Swit-
zerland in 2013. A total of 
278,500 foreign employees 
were registered as cross-border 
workers, 64.2 % men and 35.8 % 
women. Over half of the cross-
border workers (52.4 %) live in 
France, 23.7 % travel to Swit-
zerland from Italy and 20.5 % 
come from Germany. Among 
the cross-border workers 17.3% 
are employed as support staff, 
a figure far higher than the 
Swiss average (3.7 %). In con-
trast, academic professions are 
extremely underrepresented: 
11.6 % among cross-border 
workers, 22.5 % in the Swiss 
workforce.

Giving and receiving  
compliments
To mark World Compliment 
Day on 1 March, a survey was 
conducted in Switzerland 
among 8,000 Swiss people on 
their experiences with compli-
ments. Interestingly, there is 
clearly a huge gap between 
perception and reality. One in 
two people surveyed indicated 
that they give compliments 
every day, but only one in five 
receives a compliment daily. 

The survey revealed that peo-
ple in Ticino give the most 
compliments and German-
speaking Swiss the fewest. 
 
Voting by name
A study by two researchers 
from the Federal Institute of 
Technology Zurich and the 
University of Geneva has re-
vealed that during elections in 
Switzerland candidates with 
foreign names are eliminated 
from the electoral ticket 
much more frequently than 
those with Swiss names. The 
discrimination effect stood at 
28 % in the canton of Zurich 
where around 5 % of candi-
dates had foreign-sounding 
names – mainly from the 
 Balkans – at Cantonal Coun-
cil elections. In Geneva, of 
the 12 % with non-Swiss 
names, it was mainly those 
with African names who were 
eliminated from the lists of 
candidates. The discrimina-
tion effect here stood at 5 %.

Statistics on immigration 
and emigration
A total of 1,886,630 foreigners 
were living in Switzerland at 
the end of 2013, according to 
data from the Federal Statis-
tical Office. This represents 
an increase of 61,570 people 
compared to the previous 
year (+3.4 %). The majority – 
1,248,726 people (just under 
66 %) – come from EU/EFTA 
states. Their numbers rose by 
4.5 % compared to the previ-
ous year. A total of 155,401 
foreigners arrived in Switzer-
land in 2013 (an 8 % increase 
compared to 2012). There was 
also a 6.3 % rise in the number 
of emigrants with 70,023 peo-
ple leaving Switzerland.
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Swiss abroad: save the Federal guarantee!
In situations of urgency, members of the Soliswiss cooperative can count on reliable support.
War, civil commotion or general coercive measures can lead to a loss of livelihood. In such cases,
the cooperative steps in with a lump-sum compensation.

Under the terms of the draft text of the new Federal Act on Swiss Persons and Institutions Abroad,
the Federal Decision of 1962 to grant a guarantee against default to the Solidarity Fund Cooperative
for Swiss Citizens Abroad is to be rescinded without good reason. Until now, the case was that
if the cooperative should no longer be able to meet its obligations to its members, the Swiss
Confederation would step in by providing an unlimited, interest-free loan. Are we now to lose this
guarantee? Who will bear the responsibility of this unacceptable dismantling of benefits for all
Swiss abroad?

The cooperative is based on the principle of solidarity among Swiss abroad, between Swiss citizens
living inside Switzerland and those living elsewhere, between the government and the people. It is:
one for all – all for one. This is what makes our nation. The cooperative principle is the expression of
freedom, solidarity and personal responsibility. That the government only intervenes once the self-
help organisation can no longer manage on its own is a well-established principle of subsidiarity.

Make a point of supporting self-help based on reciprocity and demonstrate true confederate spirit!
Use the coupon, or go to www.soliswiss.ch.

Soliswiss AG Gutenbergstrasse 6 Postfach CH-3001 Bern T +41 31 380 70 30 F +41 31 381 60 28 www.soliswiss.ch

Surname, first name

Country E-mail

Surname, first name

Country E-mail

Surname, first name

Country E-mail

Membership of this cooperative is open to all Swiss citizens.

I ask for the Federal Decision of 1962 to be incorporated into the new Act on Swiss Citizens
Abroad. As a token of solidarity I wish to join the Solidarity Fund Cooperative of Swiss Citizens
Abroad.

SOS0140_Anz_Bundesgarantie_EN.indd 1 10.03.14 10:19

http://www.myswitzerland.com
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