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Poor colleagues
ARELY HAS NATIONAL GOVERNMENT come in for such sustained and intense crit-

R

icism as in the current legislative period. The way the Federal Council handled the
Libya debacle, the UBS affair and the tax row with Germany underlines the fact
that the institution no longer operates as a collegial body, but is instead made up of individuals striving to outdo one another.
The retirements of Federal Councillors Leuenberger and Merz, initially intended
to be staggered, were also exasperating. It once again became evident that national government is no longer working as a team. Only after pressure was exerted by Parliament,
the parties and the media did Leuenberger change his stance and declare himself willing
to stand down from ofﬁce at the same time as Merz to avoid the uncustomary individual
departure. Parliament would otherwise have spent practically the entire autumn dealing
just with Federal Council elections and would have had to postpone other urgent business.
It is understandable that members of the Federal Council will hold different viewpoints and may not see eye to eye with one another on a personal level as well. Even on
the Federal Council, people cannot choose their work colleagues. However, all Swiss politicians know that the Federal Council is a collegial body and has to work as a team. Anyone not prepared to work with colleagues as part of a team should not put themselves
forward.
The media is also partly to blame for ensuring the Federal Council no longer appears
to be uniﬁed. As so much emphasis is put on personalities, we only ever read and hear
about “Maurer’s department” and “Leuthard’s department”. The media writes about Finance Minister Merz and Foreign Minister Calmy-Rey as though
individual members of the Federal Council could determine policy themselves. The fact that policy must be approved by the entire institution is overlooked. It is not actually Interior Minister
Burkhalter who is responsible for another increase in health insurance premiums, but the Federal Council majority.
Perhaps the Federal Councillors themselves are no longer
aware of how the Swiss system of government works. What else
could explain the Federal Council not being fully informed of
Heinz Eckert
the actions of individual members, or explain three Federal
Councillors voicing different opinions on an ofﬁcial statement in various Sunday newspapers after a meeting?
There is much talk about government reform. However, the problem is not the collegial system, but orchestrated vanity. Federal Council members employ whole teams of
personal staff and PR and media experts in their departments whose perpetual task it is
to present the head in the best light at all times.
The election of Federal Councillors not looking to hog the limelight and appear on
the world stage, but instead who see their primary role as duty-bound ofﬁcials, old-fashioned though that may be, would be far better than any government reform. A collegial
body of this kind made up of equal Federal Councillors would then be capable of protecting the interests of the nation and the people in line with its constitutional mandate
without losing sight of the future.
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Credit Suisse charges Swiss
abroad

It would seem that Credit
Suisse intend to charge their
customers living abroad who
hold accounts in Switzerland the sum of CHF 40 per
month. The charge can be
avoided if one has a balance
greater than CHF 1 million!
This is outrageous as many
Swiss abroad will have modest sums only in such accounts - such as savings
from their youth and time
living in Switzerland - now
used for holiday visits etc.
Not only is the scale of the
charge disproportionate
when compared with the
current level of interest
rates it unwittingly discriminates against Swiss people
who live abroad. Domestic
residents of Switzerland will
not be charged.
H. CRABTREE-RUGGLI, ENGL AND
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Not a globally unique issue

Peter Rothenbühler comments that the problem is
more that the Germanspeaking Swiss have a major
issue with High German and
refuse even to speak the ﬁrst
national language. I must
agree that some Swiss-German-speaking Swiss don’t
like to speak High German
(myself included) but this is
certainly not globally
unique. Living in Scotland,
I have never seen or heard a
Scot switch to “English”
when speaking to an Englishman/woman.
In an increasingly multicultural world we would end
up speaking High German
more and more – where
would that leave our own
unique dialects?
A. DUNKEL, SCOTL AND

Guisan legend

As a young Swiss boy
abroad I had the incredible

good fortune to come to
Switzerland in 1944 aged 11
and to spend a few years
growing up in the Jura
mountains. I was able to
learn rudimentary French at
the village school in the valley for which I am still very
grateful today. In my youth,
I was very familiar with the
picture of General Guisan,
which could be seen everywhere. However, I was not
yet aware who General
Guisan was. I gradually
learned what kind of man
Guisan was. He was and remains for me a legend whom
we can thank for saving
Switzerland during the war.
He deserves his immortal
status for his outstanding
address on the Rütli alone.
I have little interest still to
this day in the “blemishes”
gradually being uncovered
by historians and biographers.
W. GEISER, GERMANY

The other father of the
nation

The article on General
Guisan is admittedly very
well presented and the other
Swiss ﬁgures mentioned are
also well deserving of the
prominence given to them.
However, in my view – and
hopefully that of many
Swiss people – an extremely
important ﬁgure was missing without whom Switzerland, dare we say it, would
not exist as we know it today. That is Saint Nicholas
of Flüe. I believe many people would ﬁnd an article on
him of great interest, particularly since he is the father
of the nation and our patron
saint.
M. LUMENA MC, GERMANY

Swiss icons under the microscope - in print and on screen

MAILBAG

BOOKS
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after the success of his book “So Sweet Zerland”, FrancoSwiss author Xavier Casile is back with a second volume. Here
he explores 50 Swiss icons with plenty of humour, personal anecdotes and, of course, facts. Swiss who think they know all
there is to know about their country are made to think again:
the submerged part of the iceberg reveals lots of surprises. All
aspects of Swiss life are covered, from brands to artists and
museums to international organisations. In addition, a third
volume is to be published in November and one-minute television documentaries are to be broadcast on channels TSR, SF
and TV5 Monde (as well as on the Good Heidi Production website). These short stories will be narrated by well-known ﬁgures such as former Federal Councillor Adolf Ogi, who will lend
his voice to the German version, and the unforgettable 007
star Roger Moore, who will present the English one.
So, what fascinating facts does “So Suite Zerland 2” have in
store for us? Where does the name of the chocolate Ragusa, established in 1942, come from? It is the former name of the city of Dubrovnik in Croatia, which was visited by chocolatier Camille Bloch
in the 1930s. As for the Alphorn, it started life in the 14th century
as a much shorter instrument and it was not until the 19th century
that it was lengthened to the 3.4-metre form we know today. Readers will also learn that the Red Cross was established by Henry
Dunant of Geneva in 1863, after he was involved in the carnage of
the Battle of Solferino, Italy, where Napoleon III fought the
Austrians in 1856. The European Organisation for Nuclear Research
(CERN) was founded in Geneva in 1954 and commissioned its ﬁrst
particle accelerator in 1959.
Remaining in the city of Calvin, readers are given an insight
into the “Palais des Nations”, ﬁrstly the headquarters of the League
of Nations in 1936 and then of the UN in 1942. The Swiss Guard, the
World Economic Forum (WEF) in Davos and the Montreux Jazz Festival (established in 1967) are all grist to the author‘s mill.
Tenth ﬂoor, please, but in a Schindler elevator! Founded in
1874, this famous company produced its ﬁrst electrical lift in 1892
and installed the ﬁrst escalator in 1936. The author also looks back
at the success of the Omega Speedmaster watch, which helped save
the Apollo 13 crew in 1970 and has been used on all manned space
missions since 1965. In the ﬁeld of journalism, Casile examines
the history of Switzerland’s oldest daily newspaper, the NZZ (Neue
Zürcher Zeitung) which ﬁrst appeared in 1780. In a literary anecdote, we learn that its founder, Salomon Gessner of Zurich, was a
friend of Goethe. Readers also gain fascinating insights into a host
of topics including the Betty Bossi diary and cookbooks, cow ﬁghting, Thomy mustard, Hero rösti and ravioli, “läckerli bâlois” gingerbreads, Zweifel crisps, Morand liqueurs and brandy, and Micro
scooters, which took the entire world by storm in 2000. The writer
Max Frisch (1911–1991), sculptor Jean Tinguely (1925–1991), director Jean-Luc Godard and cartoonist Zep
re
aare featured from the arts, offering a good
cross-section of Swiss culture. A passioncr
ate and entertaining book.
at
So ---- Zerland 2 (available in French and English)
by Xavier Casile, Editions Good Heidi Production,
Geneva, 2009. So Sweet Zerland 3 (available in
G
French and German), November 2010.
Fr
www.goodheidiproduction.ch
w
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“The SwissCommunity platform networks
Swiss people worldwide via the web.”
Ursula Deplazes
Researcher from
Graubünden, living in Rome
“Networking plays an
important role among
the Swiss abroad – both
personally and professionally.”

Daniel Keller
Manager from Zurich,
living in Hanoi

Urs Steiner
Teacher from Berne, head
of the Swiss School in Peru
“Get to know other Swiss
people abroad, exchange
useful addresses, find
out about Switzerland …
I can do all these things
on SwissCommunity.”

“The local experience
of Swiss people can
be very valuable to an
international consultant
like me.”

Network with other Swiss abroad
Keep up to date on relevant news and events
Find an apartment – or the best fondue in town
Discover Switzerland

Sign up for free
membership

www.swisscommunity.org
SwissCommunity partners
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A king emerges from the sawdust: 200,000 people attended the Swiss wrestling and alpine
festival in Frauenfeld at the end of August and hailed the new king of wrestling, Kilian Wenger.
The overweight alpine herdsmen of yesteryear have given way to model athletes, popular
public ﬁgures and advertising stars. Swiss wrestling is in vogue. The book “Könige, Eidgenossen
und andere Böse” (Kings, Swiss and other evils) by wrestling expert Urs Huwyler uses the
festival in Frauenfeld as an opportunity to take a look at the Swiss wrestling scene and to explain why the sport has suddenly become so popular.
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THE SWISS FINANCIAL CENTRE

Clean money – an opportunity for the Swiss ﬁnancial centre
With the crash of UBS, the softening of the stance on banking conﬁdentiality and the betrayal
of clients, the Swiss ﬁnancial centre has been through its most tumultuous period in many
years. What state is it currently in now that UBS has been saved with taxpayers’ money and the
nation has been forced to relinquish its traditional banking conﬁdentiality? A successful future
depends on Swiss asset managers uncompromisingly meeting the challenge of the competition.
By Lukas Hässig
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When the plummeting UBS was courting
new negative publicity on a daily basis, the
management team even contemplated a
change of the bank’s traditional name, as the
brand with the red lettering and three black
keys in its logo seemed too damaged. Who
would still associate it with trust, security
and discretion? However, in-house personnel were constantly preoccupied with new
crises and surveys showed that it was mainly
the Swiss public who were critical in their reaction whereas people abroad were far more
concerned with the collapse of their own
banks.

Figures ﬁnally moved back into the black
and the dispute with the US judicial authorities that threatened the company’s survival
was resolved. UBS then broke cover. Since
the end of August, it has presented itself as
a reformed ﬁnancial multinational, stating:
“You can rely on one thing, we will not rest
until you are convinced that you are with the
right bank.” With both humility and selfconﬁdence, it is implying awareness of its
own mistakes and a departure for new horizons.
Walter Bosch, a former advertiser of the
year and currently a member of various

boards of directors, endorses the approach.
“Advertising may for once have an impact”,
believes Bosch. However, it is not just the
one-time ﬂagship of Swiss banking that urgently needs to take action. The ﬁnancial
centre, which contributes around 11% to the
nation’s total economic output, is also entering a new phase. Healthy proﬁts that are easily turned thanks to untaxed capital are a
thing of the past.
Was that it?

The crisis, which recently shook the ﬁnancial markets and triggered fears of an uncontrollable crash, has largely subsided, even
though the weakness of the euro, national
debt and the risk of recession regularly cause
aftershocks. “Was that it?” some people ask,
turning to other issues.
Two questions are of particular importance from a Swiss perspective. What prevented tiny Switzerland from suffering even
greater damage in this extreme crisis? Secondly, is the Swiss ﬁnancial industry’s current mood of increasing optimism justiﬁed
and, if so, under what conditions?
The fact that Switzerland and its ﬁnancial
centre emerged relatively unscathed is explained by an odd phenomenon. The alpine
republic has a tendency to ride out crises until the bitter end, ultimately leaving leadership to a small elite team. “As mountain
dwellers, we know that the weather can
sometimes get quite stormy”, says Alfred
Mettler, a Swiss professor of ﬁnance at Georgia State University in Atlanta. “You have
to sit tight and keep your composure. We
adopted the same approach on this occasion
and decided to simply wait until the storm
passed over.”
However, this approach was not enough
to resolve the issue this time around. When
the ﬁrst storm, the ﬁnancial crisis, threatened the stability of the entire nation, Switzerland put its fate in the hands of a small
team of experts. By taking over billions of il-
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liquid securities, the Swiss National Bank prevented UBS
from collapse in autumn 2008
(Credit Suisse also required support and attracted new capital
from the Middle East from investors close to the government).
This intervention was necessary
since UBS had squandered its
credit and there were no private
investors willing to lend it the
capital it urgently required.
With insolvency came the threat
of an uncontrollable collapse.
The signiﬁcance of that eventuality was highlighted by the example of Lehman Brothers, the
US investment bank which had
recently crashed, sending shockwaves through the global ﬁnanBONUSES
cial system. Its total assets were
three times less than those of UBS.
The Swiss National Bank acted practically
without consulting Parliament, relieved
UBS of its burden based on a secret plan and
orchestrated an equity capital injection with
taxpayers’ money. The deal had already been
wrapped up by the time government bodies
approved it several weeks later. The intervention paid off as the Swiss-style rescue
plan succeeded. The model based on an elite
team being able to act quickly and quietly
and to seize the reins in crisis situations paid
dividends for Switzerland. Memories were
rekindled of the 1990s and the crisis over unclaimed assets from the Second World War
when senior Swiss bankers got rid of the
problem through a huge one-off payment after much procrastination.
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Turn a blind eye and get on with it

In the US tax case too, those responsible
initially adopted a behind-the-scenes approach. However, here the crisis management strategy failed. Why? In contrast to the
subprime crash, it was not just UBS in the
ﬁring line for assisting tax evasion, but the
entire ﬁnancial centre. The fact that it was
Switzerland’s leading bank that had taken a
particularly aggressive and high-risk approach to offshore business with wealthy foreign clients did nothing to change the blanket threat. Many foreign governments
believed all Swiss banks were living off untaxed assets. The USA, which had already
launched a major offensive against tax havens, did indeed make a speciﬁc accusation

against UBS, but it was nevertheless targeting the offshore haven that was Switzerland.
The threat to UBS also applied to the small,
wealthy nation and was intended to be a
showcase for the Americans in their campaign against tax evasion. The fact that the
USA overlooked its own offshore havens,
such as the state of Delaware, was of little
beneﬁt to Switzerland.
The Federal Council and the heads of the
ﬁnancial centre could have been prepared for
this. Back in 2004, one of Switzerland’s most
well known and highly regarded bankers had
speciﬁcally referred to the ﬁnancial centre
as a proﬁtable dirty money market. Hans J.
Bär, who for many years shaped the private
bank of the same name, wrote in his autobiography, “It’s Not All About Money”, that
banking conﬁdentiality for the protection of
tax evaders would make us “fat, but impotent”. In an interview with “Weltwoche”,
Bär recalled a time when no-one involved in
the Swiss ﬁnancial centre dared to criticise
banking conﬁdentiality with its hair-splitting
differentiation between tax fraud and tax
evasion. “That is a very questionable issue”,
said Bär six years ago with refreshing honesty. “It’s unethical. I’m probably too stupid
to understand the difference. If I provide
false information on the tax form, that is not
fraud but evasion. Why is that? Because the
form is not valid as a document. No AngloSaxon can understand that: either you pay
tax or you don’t, there’s no in-between.”
Bär’s wake-up call went unheard as business
with large amounts of foreign capital was too

rewarding. Turn a blind eye and
get on with it – the supposedly
cautious Swiss ﬁnancial sector
made approaches everywhere.
The widespread ignorance of
banks, politicians and the public resulted in a collective failure
and made the usual behind-thescenes crisis management more
difﬁcult, in contrast to the problem with UBS’ subprime securities where intervention was
extremely successful. The heads
of the ﬁnancial centre were anxious, as was the Swiss Federal
Banking Commission (now the
Swiss Financial Market Supervisory Authority – Finma) as
the most senior regulator. This
body was well aware of the offshore practices of the Swiss asset managers, but had failed to stop the pursuit of increasing amounts of capital from
foreign private clients in time. How could
this authority, on which former (leading)
bankers held key positions, take a rigorous
line on tackling the crisis when they had previously pursued a laissez-faire policy?
The nation left ﬁnding a solution to the increasingly threatening tax dispute with the
US to the management of the accused bank,
while the administration and politicians provided support. This approach was clearly
problematic. Those managers who had tolerated the widespread aiding and abetting of
tax evasion on US soil and had even encouraged it in some cases were still in ofﬁce when
the bank was negotiating its survival with the
uncompromising US judicial authorities. Despite denials from UBS ofﬁcials, there was
growing evidence that concerned the former
bank managers more so than Switzerland and
the foreign clients. At any rate, comprehensive investigations by the Parliamentary
Control Committee produced doubts about
the ofﬁcial line and indicated that the “toobig-to-fail” bank faced prosecution and was
once again threatened with collapse. In view
of the raging ﬁnancial crisis, the Americans
may only have accused the former heads of
the ﬁnancial multinational of criminal offences to increase their pressure.
A game of brinksmanship was possible in
the tax case, but Berne was worried. “Ultimately the stakes were too high and we accepted the Americans’ conditions”, explains
Urs Zulauf, a lawyer at the Financial Market
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Supervisory Authority
who worked on the case.
The rest is history. With
the disclosure of the
banking information of
250 American UBS clients, to whom Switzerland denied the right of
appeal, the nation relinquished the core element
of its 75-year-old banking confidentiality in
February 2009. Under
growing pressure from
the international community, shortly afterwards the Federal Council accepted the
international standard
on disclosure in the event
of tax evasion and later introduced a special
law which retroactively made it possible to
charge a further 4,500 American UBS clients
with tax evasion. “We do not want to gain a
reputation for sacriﬁcing others to save our
own skin”, stressed the President of the
Swiss private bank Konrad Hummler in the
“Sonntag” newspaper. However, even this eloquent and spirited banker was unable to
prevent the debacle.
Mood of optimism despite poor start
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Switzerland had managed to overcome the
ﬁnancial crisis, but not the tax crisis. The US
judicial authorities were pursuing further
banks, such as the UK-Asian HSBC whose
private banking business unit responsible for
the asset management of the well-to-do is
based in Switzerland. Within Europe, it is
the German authorities in particular that are
seeking to put an end to the Swiss offshore
strategy on untaxed capital. All Credit
Suisse branches in Germany were recently
searched after the authorities had instigated

THE SWISS FINANCIAL CENTRE
Switzerland – historically a special case, now
a political oddity? This is the question posed
by Peter Hablützel, former head of the Federal Department of Finance, in his book “Die
Schweiz und ihre Banken” (Switzerland and
its Banks). In it he examines the Swiss ﬁnancial centre from an historical and political
perspective and takes a look at the direction
that needs to be taken in future.
www.oeschverlag.ch

hundreds of cases against the bank’s offshore
clients. The investigators had previously obtained a stolen CD-ROM containing the
names of German tax evaders.
Despite the unresolved future of untaxed
assets worth billions from abroad, there is
some good news on the dirty money front.
This is partly explained by external factors.
National debt and the collapse of the currency are forcing the euro countries, especially the major ones like Germany, France
and Italy, to change their priorities and some
EU countries, such as Luxembourg and Austria, are, like Switzerland, opposed to the automatic exchange of information.
Berne senses a change in the tide. Top crisis-hardened diplomat Michael Ambühl,
whom the Federal Department of Foreign
Affairs has made available to the Federal Department of Finance to run the new State
Secretariat for International Financial Matters, sees withholding tax as the ideal solution. Ambühl told the NZZ in August that
it was still too early for detailed information
but commented: “I can conﬁrm, however,
that there is interest in our proposals which
reconcile state requirements regarding tax
revenues and those of bank clients in terms
of protection of privacy.” Ambühl believes
that agreement on this issue is vital to prevent Switzerland from running the risk of being blacklisted every other week.
In addition to the comeback kid, UBS,
many smaller and medium-sized banks are
also currently showing optimism. Traditional banks like Zurich’s Julius Bär and Vontobel bank have reported an inﬂow of assets

worth billions of francs
this year. Even government institutions, such
as the Zürcher Kantonalbank (ZKB), which are
attempting to attract
more foreign capital, are
also painting a rosier picture of the future. They
all afﬁrm that they will
only accept “clean”, i.e.
taxed, new capital from
abroad. They are leaving
the decision as to what
should be done with historical “dirty” untaxed
capital to federal government.
Nevertheless, banks
are appealing to the conscience of their clients. ZKB, for example,
says that it does not require a taxation certiﬁcate, but during client meetings attempts
to establish whether the client has reported
his money to the tax authorities in his homeland. The bank promises that even existing
client relationships will be scrutinised. It
says: “ZKB advises existing clients with untaxed assets to ensure their tax situation is
transparent, but does not provide recommendations on how they can achieve this objective.” One thing is clear, millionaires who
were once courted are now being dropped
like hot potatoes.
Genuine clean-money strategy will take
time

Is the new optimism on the Swiss ﬁnancial
market justiﬁed in light of the unresolved
dirty capital issue? A contradictory picture
emerges. On the one hand, Swiss asset managers are beneﬁtting from global uncertainty.
The strong Swiss franc, the separate political approach outside the EU, ﬁscal discipline
and a high degree of legal certainty still despite the special UBS law are attracting foreign private assets. On the other hand, the
international community is showing no sign
of relaxing its efforts in the ﬁght against tax
evasion. “The UBS case is probably only the
beginning. Every Swiss bank, indeed every
ﬁnancial organisation, needs to develop a
strategy on how to manage its past and shape
the future”, says Alan Granwell of renowned
law ﬁrm DLA Piper in Washington.
To play for time would be reckless, but rigorous measures are also problematic. If
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banks were to brand clients who have been
with them for many years criminals overnight, they would jeopardise their reputation
as reliable partners and indeed their own future. What approach should be adopted? A
genuine clean-money strategy, which goes
beyond lip service, cannot be achieved without a fundamental change of direction according to Teodoro Cocca, a Swiss banking
professor at Johannes Kepler University in
Linz. He says that as far as current assets are
concerned the ﬁnancial organisations should
call upon clients to make self-declarations,
“ideally in combination with a standardised
declaration procedure drawn up by the
bank”. If this proves unsuccessful “as a last
resort, the client relationship must be called
into question”. A “declaration guarantee”
should be requested from clients for new
capital alongside constant “monitoring of
the client relationship”. Cocca’s vision for
Swiss asset management is a “no tax evasion
inside” seal of approval. The banking professor believes that “hardly any private banks”
have implemented such a far-reaching cleanmoney policy, at least “not yet”.
Perhaps this will happen sooner rather
than later. The latest developments certainly
seem to indicate that Switzerland and its
banks are adopting a new approach to tax
and are moving in the right direction towards a declared assets policy. That at least
is the view of Jeffrey Owens, Director of the
Centre for Tax Policy and Administration
at the OECD (the organisation responsible
for the developed world) and one of the
harshest critics of the old Swiss dirty money
regime. “Switzerland has made great progress
in combating tax evasion”, said Owens this
spring when asked. He is also pleased by the
clear position adopted by the Federal Council. He believes it is now up to the banks to
produce a “new business model for the Swiss
ﬁnancial sector”, one which no longer takes
advantage of global tax evasion, but instead
excels through professional consulting.
Is all well that ends well? It is still too early
to give the all-clear. On the one hand, no
other major ﬁnancial market faces a greater
challenge than Switzerland with its two major banks in terms of the “too-big-to-fail” issue. Their combined total assets still amount
to four times Swiss annual economic output,
whereas in the USA the largest bank represents a sixth of GDP. And with regard to the
issue of dirty capital, all of Switzerland’s
own efforts will be in vain unless the inter-

national community is willing to draw a line
under historical banking conﬁdentiality, perhaps in return for a one-off payment by the
ﬁnancial centre, as private banker Hummler
and other experts have suggested.
Fundamental issues remain – will asset
managers change their approach to tax evasion? Will they accept instructions from the
Berne-based Financial Market Supervisory
Authority, which emerged in a “Tages-Anzeiger” interview and which state that bankers will be acting with “gross negligence” if
they continue to accept dirty money? Are
Swiss banks and their client advisors
really prepared to leave behind the proﬁtable era of turning a blind eye? In short, is the
Swiss ﬁnancial centre ready for a complete
overhaul and happy only to accept and man-

INTERNATIONAL TREATY DONE AND DUSTED

age taxed assets? It is a new approach to this
contentious issue that will make the difference in the form of a new code that will be
able to secure a successful future for Swiss
banking. Change has been introduced on paper, but this must now be followed up by action. This is the only way of ensuring conﬁdence in the ﬁnancial centre.
LUKAS HÄSSIG is a freelance business journalist and
the author of the book “Paradies perdu – Vom Ende des
Schweizer Bankgeheimnisses” (Paradise Lost – The End
of Secret Swiss Banking), published by Hoffmann und
Campe.
PETER GUT, born in 1959, is one of Switzerland’s most
well known caricaturists and regularly works for the
“Neue Zürcher Zeitung” and other publications. We have
illustrated the article on the Swiss ﬁnancial centre
with his artistic commentaries on the UBS case and
the ﬁnancial crisis.
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LANDSCAPE PHOTOGRAPHY
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Beautiful unspoilt Switzerland. Landscape photography
with a difference – Max Schmid is one of Switzerland’s most
prominent landscape photographers and he focuses
his attention on the nation’s few remaining unspoilt regions.
His work is as astonishing as it is beautiful.
By Heinz Eckert

Max Schmid, who was born in 1945 and lives
in Winterthur, is one of Switzerland’s greatest landscape photographers. His work has
appeared in 40 illustrated books and various
magazines. In addition to Switzerland, he
also has a passion for Iceland (“my second
home”), the Nordic countries, Patagonia
and New Zealand. Schmid is self-taught and

Lake Zug

Gorner Glacier

Rhine Canyon

Schrattenﬂuh
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only became a professional photographer at
the age of 42. He previously worked as a tiler,
ﬁrst in his father’s business and then in a
business of his own. Max Schmid, who still
works with traditional equipment and does
not process his photographs on the computer, regrets that landscape photography no
longer enjoys the status it once had. His tech-

nique makes his work even more impressive.
However, he does not rule out working with
digital equipment one day as he believes
modern technology also has its beneﬁts.
When Max Schmid photographs Switzerland, he is keen to focus on the untouched
landscapes “of which there are unfortunately
very few left”. What he discovers and depicts

Rhone Glacier

Säntis

is astounding and often completely different
from the typical images we have of Switzerland. His pictures of Switzerland have the
optical effect of taking us out into the big
wide world.
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N O T E S F R O M PA R L I A M E N T

Markus Börlin is appointed ambassador to
the Netherlands
After over four intensive years as head of Political Affairs Division VI (Swiss Abroad), ambassador Markus Börlin is leaving the
headquarters in Berne to take up his new position as Swiss ambassador to the Netherlands in the autumn. In Berne he was, with the
support of three heads of section, responsible not only for crisis
management and the provision of consular and diplomatic protection for Swiss citizens abroad, but also for the Service for the
Swiss Abroad. In this role, he developed key relationships with
the Swiss abroad and gained a valuable insight into their lives, interests, joys and concerns away from home through personal
meetings with the Swiss community abroad which he greatly appreciated. He very much regrets that these meetings with fellow
citizens abroad were often too short as his term as head of Political Affairs Division VI was marked by various crises that required
his presence in Berne. These included the logistically challenging
evacuation of Swiss citizens during the war in Lebanon, the devastating earthquake in Haiti and various serious cases of abduction
concerning Swiss citizens in recent years. Such incidents have repeatedly underlined the importance of ensuring that Swiss representations abroad have accurate, up-to-date contact details (incl.
e-mail address as well as telephone and mobile numbers) for Swiss
citizens abroad. This is the only way to ensure that the Swiss authorities can provide citizens with rapid support in emergency situations or targeted information about matters speciﬁcally concerning the Swiss abroad (such as the electronic newsletter
produced by the respective representation, the e-voting project or
the modern electronic version of “Swiss Review”). Registration is
also a prerequisite for exercising political rights in Switzerland.

Important information on the delivery of
“Swiss Review”
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Since January 2010, “Swiss Review” has been delivered as an
online edition as standard. This means that anyone whose e-mail
address is registered with a Swiss representation will receive the
magazine by e-mail unless they have expressly registered for the
printed version.
In addition, only one copy of “Swiss Review” per household has
been sent since April 2010. This measure has been generally welcomed and it is enabling us to reduce costs while also protecting
the environment.
All entitled Swiss citizens abroad can receive their own copy of
“Swiss Review”, either printed or online. To ensure you receive
the next edition in the format you require, we recommend you
take the following steps:
■ If you have not received “Swiss Review”: check with your
Swiss representation (embassy/consulate) that your address has
been registered correctly (postal or e-mail address). The contact
details of the Swiss representations abroad can be found at
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/reps.html

Ambassador Börlin, who will become a Swiss abroad again himself in the autumn, is very keen to maintain and strengthen the cherished relationship he has with the Swiss community abroad. He is
looking forward to his new position in The Hague and is conﬁdent
that he will be able to maintain a close and constructive relationship
with the Swiss abroad in his new position as well.

Switzerland at the World Expo in Shanghai
The World Expo is being held in Shanghai from 1 May to 31 October based on the theme of “Better City, Better Life”. This is a
World Expo on an unprecedented scale – spanning an area 5 km²
and running for six months, it is expected to attract 70 million
visitors.

In keeping with its national communication strategy, Switzerland is presenting itself with an open and interactive pavilion focusing on the Expo sub-theme of “rural-urban interaction”. The
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA), through Presence Switzerland, is responsible for the project.
Presence Switzerland has a remit to foster a positive image of
Switzerland abroad and implement federal government’s strategy
for Swiss national communication. Presence Switzerland meets its
national communication obligations by carrying out projects
abroad, organising visits by foreign decision-makers and opinionleaders to Switzerland and developing and distributing information material about Switzerland. Presence Switzerland is also responsible for Switzerland’s presence at major international events,

You can catch up on any editions missed in the Archive section at www.revue.ch.
■ If you wish to change the form of delivery of “Swiss Review”
for yourself (from online to paper, or vice versa), you can do so
via www.swissabroad.ch. Please note that the change can only be
made by persons registered as the head of the household, i.e.
those to whom “Swiss Review” is currently addressed.
■ If registration at www.swissabroad.ch does not work, you
can submit your change request directly to your Swiss representation.
■ Please contact your Swiss representation directly about all
future matters concerning “Swiss Review”. The editorial team at
“Swiss Review” does not have access to your address or administrative details.
■ To ensure that delivery runs smoothly, please inform your
embassy or consulate immediately of any change of address
(postal or e-mail).
■

Please follow these instructions to ensure you receive your
copy of “Swiss Review” in the required format in future, whether
that is printed or online.
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such as Olympic Games and World Expos.
At this year’s World Expo, Switzerland is represented with a
4,000 m2 pavilion designed by ARGE Buchner Bründler Architects and element design GmbH. The building is an open hybrid
construct of technology and nature that combines town and country in perfect harmony. It is covered by a transparent façade in
the form of a curtain of coarse woven metal with a total of 10,000
cells that generate electricity using state-of-the-art solar technology and visibly illustrate the creative force of the sun’s rays. Inside
the exhibition space visitors meet twelve Swiss men and women
who stand in front of a huge projection featuring Swiss mountain
landscapes and tell the audience about their life in Switzerland.
On the ramp which runs through the pavilion, 50 telescopes give a
three-dimensional view of speciﬁc Swiss projects in the ﬁelds of
air and water quality, sustainable construction and mobility. At
the end, a chair-lift takes visitors up to the roof of the pavilion
which is brimming with greenery, symbolising the interaction between town and country.
In addition to the permanent exhibition, there is also space for
temporary exhibitions and performances. The Jungfrau region of
Berne, for example, presented itself to the Chinese public for a
month, as did the Criss&Cross exhibition, which is touring the
world to exhibit Swiss design with support from Pro Helvetia.
The stage is also being used for the “When Swiss Bands Meet
Chinese Bands” artists-in-residence programme presented by
Montreux Jazz and Pro Helvetia. This is bringing four Swiss artists to Shanghai during the Expo to collaborate on projects with
Chinese bands and to perform in the Swiss Pavilion. Leading
Swiss jazz musician Lucien Dubuis and well-known songwriter
Fiona Daniel from Zurich got the programme underway.
Swiss specialities are served to guests Chinese-style in the Swiss
Pavilion’s restaurant. Around 550 meals are sold daily. Raclette
and chocolate fondue are among the favourites. Chinese visitors
have also been impressed by the range of goods available in the
Swiss Pavilion shop. Swatch watches, of which around 80 are sold
daily, are particularly popular.
Switzerland’s presence at Expo 2010 Shanghai is a key platform
for its national communication strategy and is enabling the country to sustainably enhance its image in China as well as to develop
existing relationships and establish new ones. Various Swiss companies are using the platform for their own events or to present
themselves in China, a market of the future, as a sponsor of the ofﬁcial Swiss Pavilion.

The FDFA is pleased with the Swiss presence in Shanghai at
the half-way stage. From the start, the Swiss Pavilion has proven
one of the most popular and most visited pavilions at the World
Expo. It attracted over 1.1 million visitors in the ﬁrst three
months, including high-ranking delegations. The head of the
FDFA, Micheline Calmy-Rey, paid a visit to the Swiss Pavilion as
part of her working visit to China at the end of June. She is one of
the twelve Swiss ﬁgures who address visitors in a life-size presentation on the screens in the Swiss Pavilion’s exhibition space.
Swiss President Doris Leuthard took part in the celebrations in
the Swiss Pavilion at the Expo on Swiss National Day, 12 August,
with around 400 guests.
From 2011, Nicolas Bideau will take over as head of Presence
Switzerland. He is currently in charge of the Film Section at the
Federal Ofﬁce of Culture. Bideau will succeed Johannes Matyassi,
who has been appointed ambassador to Argentina.
Further information on the Swiss Pavilion and ﬁles to download can be found at:
www.schweizerpavillon.ch

NEW POPULAR INITIATIVES AND REFERENDA
By the time of going to press, the following new popular initiatives
had been launched since the last edition:
“Ja zur Aufhebung der Wehrpﬂicht” (Yes to the abolition of compulsory military service), initiative committee: GSoA Gruppe für eine
Schweiz ohne Armee, deadline for collection of signatures: 06.01.2012.

■

“Stipendieninitiative” (Grants initiative), initiative committee: VSS
Verband der Schweizer Studierendenschaften, deadline for collection
of signatures: 20.01.2012.

■

By the time of going to press, there were still referenda pending,
but the deadlines for the collection of signatures will expire by the
time that “Swiss Review” is published. We have therefore decided not
to list them.
Please visit the site www.bk.admin.ch/aktuell/abstimmung. There
you will ﬁnd a list of pending referenda and popular initiatives and
the corresponding signature forms if available. Please complete, sign
and send the forms directly to the relevant initiative committee.
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Impressions of a friendly “family get-together” in St. Gallen

LIFE AS A SOLDIER

17

S WISS REVIE W October 2010 / No. 4
Photo: Keystone

Playing war, killing time and eating army biscuits
300 days of national service with the Swiss army.
Memories of Patrick Heck, a young Swiss living in England.

It’s 3am on a February morning in the Leventina valley. It’s minus 15 outside the tent,
as we peel ourselves out of our sleeping bags
and tie our frozen boots, to begin guarding
the camp. Two miserable hours spent complaining, up to our necks in snow. We’ve
been doing this for days, and we’ll be here for
many more. My buddy didn’t choose to be
here, but as a Swiss person from abroad I
have but myself to blame...
Somehow, I always knew I would be a soldier. Growing up in rural Fribourg, the army
is a fact of life. Tank convoys regularly rattled through our village, as we watched in
awe from the classroom window. Jets
screamed by in the summer sky. We played
war around the gym hall. But things changed:
my family moved abroad, playing war was for
kids, and my marching orders never came.
The thought of signing up would come occasionally, and go just as quickly.
In 2009, however, the credit crunch hit the
UK, and my ﬁrm began laying off staff. As I
was turning 25, I realised that the opportunity to enlist wouldn’t present itself again.
Within weeks, I’d attended recruitment in
Lausanne, taken leave from work and vacated my ﬂat in London. At the end of June,
I made my way up the mountains to Airolo
in the Gotthard Pass, the heart of Switzerland. I was to be an army medic, and Bedrina
military base was to be my home for the next
10 months.
The army has a lot of stereotypes, and it
didn’t disappoint. Recruit school was a combination of standing to attention and learning to soldier, while being barked at all day
long by some angry Swiss German. Living
conditions were basic, personal space minimal. As a recruit, you wait to run and run to
wait. The one exception was food: apart
from the infamous “army tea” (which I hope
never to taste again), subsistence was plentiful and generally good.
Between being stacked in trucks and doing push-ups in our nuclear suits, genuine camaraderie emerged within our platoon. German, French and Italian speakers became a
team, carrying out duties quickly and efﬁciently. The prospect of a night on the town

or an early train home was always strong motivation!
Most of our time was spent practising paramedical skills. As well as putting IV drips
on each other and learning to set up ﬁeld hospitals, we learned to manage “everyday” situations such as car crashes, etc. We once
worked with the ﬁre brigade, responding to
a simulated earthquake. We were dispatched
across the country to complete work experience in civilian hospitals, and mobilised to
vaccinate the population during the H1N1
pandemic.
After 10 months of endless training and
complaining, our time was up, and I found
myself once again behind my desk in the UK.
Memories of Bedrina fading fast, the time
has come to take stock of my year in the
army, and draw several conclusions:
■ I see the purpose of having an army. It is
a valuable resource to be called upon should
the nation be in need. However, the govern-

Daily life in the army

ment is reluctant to actually use it. I believe
the Swiss army could be deployed internationally for disaster relief to great effect.
■ The army is a vector of national unity. Recruits get to know people from the four corners of the land and converse in another national language. To me, this is a fantastic
achievement.
■ National service suffers from a terrible image in Switzerland. Recruits drop out at a
phenomenal rate, army bashing is a daily
topic in the media, and yet the army is doing
nothing about it. The day may soon come
where the Swiss vote to disband a great national tradition.
Personally, I now know what a beautiful
and diverse nation Switzerland is. It is a place
to be proud of, a place worth defending, and
it was a privilege to be able to complete my
national service there.
And sometimes, I ﬁnd myself staring out
the ofﬁce window wishing I was outside with
my platoon, surrounded by the snow-capped
mountains of the Leventina …
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SWISS HISTORY

“It’s the people who play the key role in Switzerland”
Despite new ﬁndings and research into Swiss history, a modern overview aimed at
a broad readership has been lacking. The Swiss historian Thomas Maissen has now ﬁlled
the gap with his “Geschichte der Schweiz” (History of Switzerland). It is concise, up
to date and easy to read. An interview with the author by Heinz Eckert.

“swiss review”: Why have you written a new
history of Switzerland?
thomas maissen: In recent years, I’ve received enquiries about this from ﬁve different publishing houses and projects, so there
was clearly a signiﬁcant demand for a concise history by a single author providing
sound and easily understandable information. The last comparable book, which was
more highbrow, was written by Ulrich Im
Hof in 1971. And the various histories of
Switzerland that have been co-authored by
a number of specialists are also a bit long in
the tooth.
Did you have to work on new ﬁndings?
A lot has happened in a few decades of research. In addition to the Second World
War, other areas that have attracted a lot of
attention include the emergence of the confederation, the uneasy co-existence of faiths
and the approach to foreigners. 1998 was an
important anniversary year which produced
many new ﬁndings on the Treaty of Westphalia (1648), the Swiss Republic (1798) and
the liberal federal state (1848). There have
also been many developments in research
into cantonal histories which have been the
focus of attention in recent decades.
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Do you have a new perspective on Switzerland’s role in the Second World War?
Thanks to archive material made accessible and, above all, owing to public debate,
the perception of Switzerland in the war has
changed radically over the past 20 years. I
have encapsulated this but it does not really
constitute a new perspective, although some
aspects remain controversial.
In the foreword, you write that Swiss history is
more an example of solid and dull historical
continuity rather than volatility. What did
you mean by that?
What I actually wrote was that some people see it as solid and dull. Broadly speaking,
you could write the history of Europe with-

THOMAS MAISSEN (1962) is a Professor of Modern
History at Heidelberg University. He qualiﬁed as a
lecturer in 2002 with a thesis entitled “The Birth of
the Republic. Concept of the State and Representation in the Early Modern Period of the Swiss Confederation” and until 2004 was an SNF Professor at the
University of Lucerne. Maissen was a member of the
NZZ’s historical analysis team from 1996 to 2004,
commenting, among other things, on the work of
the Bergier Commission.

out mentioning Switzerland which is not the
case for our neighbouring countries. Apart
from the Burgundian Wars and the Reformation, there are no earth-shattering events
in Swiss history, a fact which has generally
been beneﬁcial to the nation.
Are there nations that write history in an
exemplary fashion?
The writing of national history is based on
similar principles everywhere. The emphasis is on the emergence of the national state,
tracing the roots of this as far back as possible, and then on identifying it as a departure
from the norm, as if such a thing exists, i.e.
exceptionalism. The speciﬁc traits also serve
to establish political legitimacy in the present
day, for example, according to the maxim of
once neutral, always neutral. Similarly, the
Germans have a “unique responsibility for
their history” and the French have the task

of propagating the civilisation of the “Grande
Nation” to the world. A major difference is
that ﬁgures like Luther, Napoleon and Bismarck are of European signiﬁcance because
their actions affected many different nations.
In Switzerland, the same can only be said of
Zwingli and, primarily, Calvin, who was a
Frenchman. In a certain respect, it’s the people who play the key role in Switzerland, the
collec-tive rather than individuals, even if
very hierarchical structures have always
dominated.
National history is a highly politicised
ﬁeld, which is why myths of victimisation
(Kosovo Polje) and national honour (denial
of the Armenian genocide) play such a signiﬁcant role, particularly in the new or recently independent countries of eastern Europe or the “Third World”, but also in
France and the USA. With a rather matterof-fact attitude towards national history,
Switzerland is part of the western and northern European tradition, but there are issues
in all countries where emotions can run high
owing to differences of interpretation.
What do we have to know about the past to understand the present?
I don’t understand the present. And
there’s a lot I don’t know about the past. I
believe it’s less about knowledge of historical phenomena and more about understanding that current issues always have a historical dimension. The debate about banking
conﬁdentiality goes back to a 1934 law which
was created in a completely different historical context, which in turn is explained by the
First World War, which itself is to be understood in the light of the Franco-German
conﬂict of 1870/71 or of Napoleon continuing the expansion policy of Louis XIV, etc.
Things can always be traced back a long way,
which is generally not necessary, because for
a double taxation agreement with France it
is not Louis XIV we have to deal with. However, it is good to have some knowledge of
these things because we all – some of us con-
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sciously, others not – carry these earlier historical decisions around with us as part of our
heritage.
In light of its cultural differences, Switzerland
is repeatedly referred to as a nation forged by
the will of the people. Is that really the case?
I see it more as a defensive alliance. We
want to protect freedom at local level, such
as in the communes and cantons, and believe this does not exist in Germany or Italy, which is partly true. The people of Geneva and Vaud want the same thing. This
desire for small-scale autonomy is what
unites us, but I see that more as a desire to
resist neighbouring states than as a desire
to join with the other cantons. Swiss Germans learn Italian, if at all, to go on holiday
to Sicily, not to communicate with their
fellow citizens in Ticino or southern
Grisons.
Is there a Swiss identity?
Of course there is a Swiss identity, which
in schools and in the public arena emphasises the unifying impact of these smallscale aspects I have mentioned, namely federalism, direct democracy and neutrality,
etc., which is as justiﬁed as, say in the USA,
the constant reference to the constitution.
In addition, there are supra-regional aspects which were and are conveyed with
some success as applying to Switzerland as
a whole - the Alps, farming, location for industry, sporting prowess (skiing, tennis,
football). The characteristics are speciﬁc to
the respective country, but the model for
establishing an identity is similar everywhere.
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Doesn’t direct democracy constitute a major
part of Swiss identity?
Yes, it does. But interestingly the foreign
policy aspect, neutrality, always tops the list
of Swiss values in surveys, even though it
hardly plays any role at all internationally
today.
What signiﬁcance do the Swiss myths still have
today? The Rütli oath and William Tell, etc.?
Myths substitute knowledge and are therefore useful for making sense of and determining the order of the past. The Swiss know
that these stories about Tell and Winkelried,
etc. are not completely true, but they have
no alternative account. Many Swiss are surprised rather than shocked today when they

discover that there is not even a genuine historical basis for Tell and Winkelried, etc.

posure if we have knowledge of the past because historical experience allows us to seemore possibilities than people who are
caught up in everyday life. As an historian,
for example, I anticipate that Switzerland
and western Europe will experience war
again which few people expect. I don’t have
a formula for preventing war, nor would I
know what to do if it broke out.

You say the Swiss began to invent their history
in the late Middle Ages. What has been invented and what is true?
National history is about establishing a
common past which stretches as far back as
possible. In the late Middle Ages, for example, the Helvetii were identiﬁed as “forefathers”, Tell’s arrow shot was taken from
other foreign texts and the tradition of liberation was invented. All of this was combined with events which were better documented to produce a plausible, credible past
which made sense to contemporaries.

Would you say Switzerland has had a successful history?
Of course. Political alliances are created
to ensure the survival of their members. In
this respect, Switzerland has enjoyed impressive long-term success.

Are the histories of other countries more “honest”?
No, it’s not really a question of honesty.
We are not talking about lies and deception,
but rather a historical folklore which is always sketchy and leaves questions open. The
gaps are ﬁlled in with plausible explanations
to produce a coherent account. We do this
today, but more meticulously and with less
creativity than in the 15th century, but the
approach is essentially similar.

Are there key watersheds in Swiss history –
positive or negative ones – that had an impact
so strong we are still feeling it today?
Reformation (religious division), 1798
(equality before the law, national state), 1803
(federalism), 1848 (federal state), 1874 (direct democracy), Second World War (concordance model), 1971 (doubling of the population); but many involve a slow process
and cannot be pinned down to dates.

Does Switzerland struggle with its history?
I don’t get that impression. I’d say there is
a lack of interest for the reason mentioned,
i.e. that there has been no earth-shattering
drama in the land of the Swiss.

Does the approach to history differ between the
various linguistic regions?
Yes, there is always a strong cantonal inﬂuence. There is therefore no deﬁnitive history of Switzerland. While not many Swiss
Germans know who Major Davel is, he is a
very familiar ﬁgure to people in the canton
of Vaud. The histories of the various linguistic regions are also heavily inﬂuenced by the
historiographical traditions and models of
neighbouring countries.

How important to a country is its political
history?
If your priority is political aspects then the
beneﬁt lies in personalisation. The social and
economic history of industrialisation is much
more important than political history with
regard to development and our everyday
lives as wage-earners. But it has many anonymous heroes, whereas political history produces positive and negative ﬁgures, such as
Napoleon, and this is otherwise only achieved
by culture and these days sport.
Can we learn from history?
Here I agree with the most famous of
Swiss historians, Jacob Burckhardt: history
does not provide us with wisdom for another
time, but (ideally) makes us wise forever. As
history does not repeat itself, we are unable
to learn how to react to things that occur.
We are therefore repeatedly surprised by the
course of events. However, we are able to
deal with these surprises with greater com-

How much interest is there in Switzerland in
our own history? More or less than in the past?
Or has it remained the same?
Generally, there is greater interest in national history in times of crisis than in times
of normality. We look for guidance in difﬁcult situations. I anticipate that interest in
Swiss history and controversy surrounding,
it are likely to increase.

Thomas Maissen: Geschichte der Schweiz, 336 pages,
CHF 38, ISBN 978-3-03919-174-1
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FEDERAL COUNCIL ELECTIONS

Sommaruga and Schneider-Ammann elected to the Federal Council
The Bernese Member of the Council of States Simonetta Sommaruga will replace Moritz Leuenberger,
while the Bernese National Councillor Johann Schneider-Ammann will succeed Hans-Rudolf Merz.
This means that the favourites triumphed against internal and external competition in both
by-elections. For the ﬁrst time, the Swiss government has a female majority. By René Lenzin

S WISS REVIE W October 2010 / No. 4
Photos: Keystone

The Social Democrats (SP) and the Free
Democrat-Liberals (FDP) each gained two
seats in the Federal Council by-elections on
22 September. The SP’s candidates Sommaruga and Zurich-based National Councillor
Jacqueline Fehr and the FDP’s candidates
Schneider-Ammann and St. Gallen Cantonal Council Member Karin Keller-Sutter
presented Parliament with a slate of four
people whose suitability for the Federal
Council was widely acknowledged. That neither party could be sure that their candidates
would be elected in advance of the poll was
less a question of the quality of the candi-

dates than one of the generally tense political climate.
Finally, however, both camps’ favourites
emerged victorious without too many jitters
along the way. Both candidates were in the
lead by the time the second vote was held.
Sommaruga managed to seal her victory in the
fourth round with 159 votes, while SchneiderAmmann required one more round to secure
an absolute majority, with 144 votes.
The election of Sommaruga and Schneider-Ammann represents the ﬁrst time that
two representatives from the Canton of
Berne have sat in the Federal Government

STEPPING DOWN: MORITZ LEUENBERGER
64-year-old Moritz Leuenberger, the longest serving member of the
Federal Council, is stepping down. The Social Democrat from Zurich
was elected to national government in September 1995 as an advocate
of a sophisticated, open Switzerland. He was Minister of the Environment, Transport, Energy and Communications for his entire term in
ofﬁce. His main achievements include the transport agreement with
the EU, which played a key role in shifting the transportation of goods
from road onto rail, and the introduction of an incentive tax on fossil
fuels. Leuenberger gained a reputation for eloquent and humorous
speeches which have been published in anthologies. Leuenberger’s
political admirers saw him as tenacious and hard-working and as a consensus politician. His critics said that he seemed increasingly tired of
the job, particularly in recent years, and highlighted his reticence to
tackle difﬁcult issues.
Leuenberger represented the canton of Zurich in the National Council from 1979 to 1995. He was chair of the parliamentary investigation
committee that uncovered the so-called “Fichen” scandal at the end
of the 1980s. Before becoming a Federal Councillor, he was Minister
for Justice and the Police in Zurich for four years.
RL

simultaneously, but the biggest change is that
women are in the majority for the ﬁrst time
ever, with four out of the seven Federal
Councillors. Nearly 40 years after the introduction of female suffrage and 26 years after
the election of the ﬁrst female Federal Councillor, the Zurich-based Free Democrat Elisabeth Kopp, this represents a further milestone on the path to the political equality of
the sexes. And this in a year in which women
occupy the Federal Presidency (Doris Leuthard) and the Presidencies of the National
Council (Pascale Bruderer) and the Council
of States (Erika Forster).

STEPPING DOWN: HANS-RUDOLF MERZ
After seven years as Finance Minister, Hans-Rudolf Merz has stepped
down from national government. Opinion is divided on his track record.
This Free Democrat politician resolutely continued the consolidation of
federal ﬁnances initiated by his predecessor, Kaspar Villiger, reduced a
20-billion-franc deﬁcit and even managed to balance the books in the
most severe economic downturn of the post-war era. However, he was
also at the centre of various controversies over the years. Parliament believes he procrastinated too much in responding to the serious problems
facing UBS in the USA and that he concealed the true extent of this situation from his government colleagues for too long. His single-handed
attempt as President of the Swiss Confederation to secure the release of
the two Swiss hostages in Libya proved unsuccessful. And Switzerland
ultimately had to soften its stance on banking conﬁdentiality despite
Merz still describing it as “non-negotiable” until the very last minute.
Merz, who celebrates his 68th birthday in November, represented the
canton of Appenzell Ausserrhoden in the Council of States from 1997
to 2003. Parliament elected him to the Federal Council at the end of
2003. He suffered a heart attack in autumn 2008, but was back in the
ofﬁce six weeks later.
RL
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The voting for the new members of the
government, while eventually producing a
clear result, was preceded by theatrics concerning the timetable and polemics on the
subject of concordance. Federal Councillor
Moritz Leuenberger was the ﬁrst to announce his resignation for the end of the year,
which would have led to a by-election in the
winter session. Only a few weeks later, HansRudolf Merz also announced that he was to
resign, without prior discussion with Leuenberger and in mid October, which meant
that a successor needed to be chosen in the
autumn session. Only after a considerable
period of to-ing and fro-ing and pressure put
on his party, the SP, did Leuenberger bring
his resignation forward, which allowed the
elections for a replacement to be held simultaneously.
The Swiss People’s Party (SVP) and the
Greens also entered the fray, citing concordance, i.e. the proportional representation

of all the major parties in the Federal Council, as their reason. The SVP initially demanded a second seat from the SP, then
from the FDP, while the Greens focused
solely on a second seat from the Free Democrat-Liberals. It soon became apparent that
neither of the spoiler candidates had any
hope of victory. The Green National Councillor Brigit Wyss failed to even get the backing of the entire red-green camp. Thanks to
rigid discipline within the ranks of the SVP,
its candidate, National Councillor JeanFrançois Rime, managed to get to the ﬁnal
stage in both votes, and in both managed to
overtake one of the ofﬁcial candidates.
The question of adequate representation
in the Federal Council is one that will come
up again in time for the federal elections in
autumn, if not before. If the SVP can maintain its share of the vote at nearly 30 percent,
or even extend it, it will assert its perceived
right to a second seat even more vigorously.

NEWLY ELECTED: SIMONETTA SOMMARUGA
Simonetta Sommaruga, 50, has a reputation as a clever tactician and
builder of bridges, who for a long time seemed to attract more scepticism from her own party than from the ranks of its political opponents.
That was primarily due to the liberal left-wing paper she and some colleagues presented in 2001, in which she questioned traditional leftwing and trade-union positions on immigrants and social issues. After her move from the National Council to the Council of States in 2003,
she was able to reconcile herself to her fellow Social Democrats to a
considerable extent. Her ﬁrm grasp of her portfolio and her businesslike manner helped her to score a number of points for herself and the
SP and she deftly avoided public disagreements with her party colleagues.
Raised in Aargau, Sommaruga trained as a concert pianist in Lucerne. After breaking off her language studies in Fribourg, she was
managing director of the Swiss Consumer Protection Foundation (SKS)
from 1993 to 1999, chairing the organisation from 2000 onwards. She
was a councillor in the Bernese suburb of Köniz between 1997 and
2005 and was elected to the National Council in 1999. Sommaruga is
married to the author Lukas Hartmann.
RL

While Parliament did elect the Grisons Cantonal Council Member Eveline WidmerSchlumpf as a second SVP representative in
December 2007 as a replacement for Christoph Blocher, she was subsequently expelled
from the party.
Sommaruga and Schneider-Ammann will
take up ofﬁce at the end of October. The
Federal Council used the elections for two
new cabinet ministers to carry out a reshufﬂe. Doris Leuthard will take over from Moritz Leuenberger at the Department of the
Environment, Transport, Energy and Communications, and Eveline Widmer-Schlumpf
will succeed Hans-Rudolf Merz as Finance
Minister. Simonetta Sommaruga will take
over from Widmer-Schlumpf at the Department of Justice and Police, while Johann
Schneider-Ammann will replace Leuthard
as Economics Minister.

NEWLY ELECTED: JOHANN SCHNEIDER-AMMANN
The election of the 58-year-old Bernese Johann N. Schneider-Ammann
has put a businessman into the Federal Council for the ﬁrst time since
the deselection of Christoph Blocher. Schneider-Ammann is a classical
proponent of commerce who has always distanced himself from the salary and bonus excesses of the banks. Despite being a stout defender of
business interests, he is seen as a responsible employer and defender of
the social partnership.
Prior to his election to the Federal Council, he chaired the Association of
Machinery and Tool Manufacturers and was a member of the Board of Directors of Economiesuisse. He has represented Berne in the National Council
as a Free Democrat since 1999. The demands of his professional career meant
that his political activities were largely conﬁned to economic topics.
After studying electrical engineering at the Swiss Federal Institute of
Technology (ETH) in Zurich, Schneider-Ammann started work at his father-in-law’s machinery factory in Langenthal. He took over the management of the company in 1984 and has been Chairman and Delegate
of the Board of Directors of Ammann Group Holding AG since 1990. The
company currently employs 1,250 people in Switzerland and 1,750 abroad.
Schneider-Amman is married with a son and daughter.
RL

22

O R G A N I S AT I O N O F T H E S W I S S A B R O A D

Federal Councillor Calmy-Rey with young Swiss abroad

Congress of the Swiss Abroad
Calmy-Rey wants legislation
for the Swiss abroad
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Federal Councillor Micheline Calmy-Rey
told the 88th Congress of the Swiss Abroad
in St. Gallen that the Swiss abroad were
playing an increasingly important role.
She indicated that she was therefore supportive of the creation of legislation for
the Swiss abroad.

The Congress focused on the political participation of the 700,000-strong Swiss community abroad in their homeland. Around 400
Swiss abroad from 48 countries attended the
event at the Olma-Halle in St. Gallen from
20 to 22 August. As one in ten Swiss citizens
is now living abroad and with that ﬁgure on
the rise, the Swiss abroad want to improve
their participation in political life. To achieve
this goal, they are calling for their own legislation to govern the rights and duties of the
130,000 or so Swiss abroad eligible to vote.
Corresponding draft legislation was approved on the Friday by the Council of the
Swiss Abroad (CSA), the Parliament of the
Organisation of the Swiss Abroad. According

to a statement from the CSA, the draft legislation is set to be presented to the federal authorities this year. Federal Councillor Micheline Calmy-Rey also voiced her support for
this legislation for the Swiss abroad while addressing 400 Swiss citizens living all over the
world. The Federal Councillor said she was
looking forward to the Congress’ proposals.
She said that the Swiss living abroad were
playing “an increasingly important role; their

Council of the Swiss Abroad in session

political inﬂuence is growing and they want
to participate in political life in our country”.
There has been a sharp rise in the number of
Swiss abroad, from around 580,000 in 2000
to 684,974 in 2009. 130,000 Swiss abroad
have registered on the electoral rolls to enable them to vote in Switzerland. The Swiss
abroad therefore make up a virtual canton.
The Organisation of the Swiss Abroad’s
new social network was also presented at
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the Congress. The online platform www.
swisscommunity.org is a “club for international Switzerland” tailored to meet the
needs of Swiss people worldwide. The network aims to promote contact between the
Swiss abroad and enhance their relationship with Switzerland. The Swiss abroad
now have their own search-and-ﬁnd platform, an electronic network for making
contact with one another globally and
keeping in touch with Switzerland. SwissCommunity also aims to encourage a lively
exchange of ideas and opinions and direct dialogue between Swiss people abroad. The
platform also gives them a voice in Switzerland. “The right to be represented and heard
requires an opportunity to voice opinion”
stresses project manager Ariane Rustichelli.
In this spirit, the Organisation of the Swiss
Abroad is looking forward to the participation of large numbers of the people who
EC
make up the virtual 27th canton.

Canton of Lucerne: E-voting
for Swiss abroad
In the canton of Lucerne, voting is being
made easier for Swiss people abroad.
On 28 November 2010, they will be able to
vote via the Internet for the ﬁrst time.

S WISS REVIE W October 2010 / No. 4

Lots of information and services are accessed via the Internet these days. Comprehensive trials in other cantons have conﬁrmed
that e-voting is secure. Now Swiss citizens
living abroad, who are registered on the canton of Lucerne’s electoral roll, are set to be
able to use the Internet for electronic voting. The canton of Lucerne’s electronic ballot box will be open from the fourth Monday
(1 November 2010) up to and including the
ﬁnal Saturday (12 p.m. CET) before the referendum on Sunday, 28 November 2010. The
Swiss abroad can ﬁnd instructions on electronic voting on the homepage http://www.
lu.ch/evoting and in an illustrative brochure.
AUTHORISED STATES
For security reasons, the federal government
only authorises e-voting in countries which
ensure ballot secrecy: European Union,
Andorra, Liechtenstein, Monaco, Northern
Cyprus, San Marino, the Vatican State,
Argentina, Australia, Japan, Canada, Croatia,
New Zealand, Norway, South Korea, Russia,
South Africa, Turkey, Ukraine and the USA.

Preparation for
studying in Switzerland
Christina is aged 19 and was born in
Greece. She has been in Switzerland since
2009 and is currently attending the University Preparatory Course for Studies in
Switzerland in Fribourg. She shares
with us her impressions of her homeland
since arriving here …

ajas: Why did you decide to study in Switzerland?
christina: At the beginning, it was because I wanted to study in French rather
than in Greek, but afterwards the following
reasons led me to take this decision:
■ the major difference between the standard
of education in Switzerland and that in Greece
■ the beneﬁts for students in Switzerland,
which are greater than in Greece
■ the organisation of and respect for education in Switzerland. There are always lots
of strikes in Greece which prevent students
from completing their studies properly.
Was this an easy decision to make?
When the time came to decide on my future studies, yes, it was an easy choice to
make. And I’m glad to say that it’s proven
an excellent one too!
My parents don’t really earn enough to
pay for me to study in Greece where the
cost of living is very high and the state provides no support. Even if there weren’t
problems with the education system in
Greece, I’d still have come to Switzerland
because the cost of living is lower, relatively
speaking, and grants are available. I’m delighted to have received a grant and I’d like
to thank AJAS for the help they gave me
with the procedures. Without a grant, I
simply wouldn’t be able to study.
Do you think you could have prepared yourself
better before leaving for Switzerland and what
advice would you give young people abroad
who, like you, would like to come here to study?
I’d recommend ﬁnding out about Switzerland’s geography because it’s a unique
country with all its cantons! Switzerland’s
history and political institutions are also
very special. I ﬁnd it fascinating to look at
what makes Switzerland work, what makes
it what it is today. And ﬁnally, I’d recommend ﬁnding accommodation early.

Before arriving, what impression did you have
of Switzerland? Was it different to the reality?
I saw and still see Switzerland as a country which sets an example to all other countries. What has always made it stand out is
its organisation in all areas of life, its respect for the environment (recycling) and
its highly sophisticated transport system,
which no other country has.
What do you miss most about Greece?
What I miss most are the traditional festivals,
the customs and the sun. But I’ll go back to all
of that in a few years when I ﬁnd a job and can
afford to go on holidays, especially at Easter.
Do you think you’ve changed since arriving in
Switzerland?
Yes, I think I have. I’ve been in Switzerland for nine months now and I’ve already
had so many new experiences in such a
short space of time. I’ve also learned how
to survive on my own and I feel more
grown-up and Swiss at last!!
AJAS – Association for the Promotion of
Education for Young Swiss Abroad
Alpenstrasse 26, 3006 Berne
Tel: 031 356 61 04
E-mail: ajas@aso.ch, www.ajas.ch

Take advantage of offers for
young people – register now
OSA offers young Swiss people abroad a
wide range of opportunities to visit Switzerland. Accommodation is booked for
winter sports camps, host families welcome
guests and those eager for knowledge can
enjoy our educational programmes.

Anyone who has yet to attend a winter
sports camp for the Swiss abroad has really
missed out. Young people from all over the
world spend ten days together under the
same roof and enjoy the slopes and the atmosphere in the camp. OSA’s qualiﬁed skiing and snowboarding instructors demonstrate the latest techniques and ensure you
succeed on the pistes. What’s exciting about
the camps is meeting different people who all
share Swiss heritage. You’ll ﬁnd out about
the land of your forefathers and will have the
opportunity to discuss your own background.
A highly enjoyable fringe programme offers
diversity and entertainment. And, of course,
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you’ll also enjoy an amazing camp party.
There are still places available for the following camps:
New Year camp in Sedrun (Grisons)
27.12.2010 – 05.01.2011
Winter sports week in Wengen (Berne)
26.02. – 05.03.2011

A skiing and snowboarding camp for
young adults aged 18 and over in the magniﬁcent alpine region of the Eiger, Mönch
and Jungfrau. Wengen is a well-known winter spa resort famous for its Lauberhorn
races. You too will be able to tackle the
World Cup course. There is always a tremendous atmosphere at this camp.
Easter camp in Fiesch (Valais)
16.04. – 24.04.2011

As Easter will arrive very late in 2011, we
are running a multisport camp for young
people aged between 14 and 25. However,
there will deﬁnitely still be an opportunity
to practise winter sports.
Youth Session: 09. – 15.11.2010

Latecomers can still register for the Seminar on the Federal Youth Session. OSA
will provide participants with an introduction to the Swiss political system and the issues to be addressed during the Youth Session. Together with 200 young politicians
from Switzerland, the Swiss abroad will
help shape policy in our country.
Educational offers:
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Our offers allow you to combine holidays
and learning. We provide individual advice
for people wishing to ﬁnd out about Switzerland’s educational institutions. Discover
Switzerland’s highly regarded universities.
OSA offers a practical insight into the career of your dreams. A welcoming host
family looks forward to meeting you.

The holiday and educational offers of the Organisation of the Swiss Abroad (OSA) are aimed at young
Swiss people abroad aged 15 and over. Information
on OSA’s offers for young people can be obtained
from the OSA Youth Service:

thority may be useful to you at this stage. If
necessary, this document can be certiﬁed
by your Swiss representation abroad.
The contact details of the cantonal road
trafﬁc authorities can be found at:
http://www.strassenverkehrsamt.ch/

Telephone: +41 31 356 61 00
youth@aso.ch, www.aso.ch

DEPARTMENT

OFFERS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE AGED 15 AND ABOVE

SARAH MASTANTUONI, HEAD OF THE LEGAL

You can also register for offers for young people
on the website.

OSA advice
Question: I live abroad and I have lost my
driving licence, which was issued in Switzerland. Can I get a new one from the cantonal
authority that issued it or from a Swiss representation abroad?
Answer: The Swiss authorities are not
able to issue a new Swiss driving licence.
From the date on which you begin residing
abroad, it is the authorities of your country
of residence that have authority with regard to your driving licence rather than
Switzerland. On account of the principle of
territoriality, you are subject to the legal
system of the state you reside in. Consequently, the area of road trafﬁc is exclusively governed by the law of the country of
residence. The cantonal road trafﬁc authority that issued the driving licence can
therefore only provide you with an attestation stating that you are the holder of a
Swiss driving licence. By issuing this attestation, the cantonal authority certiﬁes that
you have obtained a driving licence based
on the conditions stipulated by Swiss law.
You will then have to check with the authorities responsible in your country of residence which conditions have to be met for
a driving licence to be issued to you (conﬁrmation of the information contained in
the attestation, driving test, etc.). The attestation from the cantonal road trafﬁc au-

ORGANISATION OF THE SWISS ABROAD
Our services:
■ Legal Department
■ Youth Service
■ Association for the Promotion of Education for Young Swiss Abroad (AJAS)
■ Committee for Swiss Schools Abroad (CSSA)
■ Foundation for Young Swiss Abroad (FYSA)
Organisation of the Swiss Abroad, Alpenstrasse 26, CH–3006 Berne, Phone +41 31 356 6100, Fax
+41 31 356 6101, info@aso.ch, www.aso.ch

Camps for children aged
8 to 14
There are still some places left on our two
New Year ski camps in Arolla and Tschierv!
Winter camp in Arolla (Valais)
Winter camp in Tschierv (Grisons)

Date: Monday, 27 December 2010 to
Wednesday, 5 January 2011
No. of participants: 35 per camp
Cost: CHF 900 (contribution to the camp)
Ski or snowboard hire: approx. CHF 150
Registration

Precise details on the winter camps and
the registration form are available at
www.sjas.ch (“Our forthcoming activities”).
Reduced contribution rates are available in
justiﬁed cases. The form required can be requested on the registration form. We are also
happy to post you our information brochure
on request. The two winter camps in Arolla
and Tschierv are the only FYSA offers available during the 2010/11 winter season.
Summer camps for children aged 8 to 14

Registration for the summer camps begins
in February 2011.
Precise details on the various summer camps
in 2011 (dates, locations and age groups, etc.)
and the registration form will be available from
February 2011 at www.sjas.ch (“Our forthcoming activities”). If you would prefer to look
through our offers on paper, you can order a
brochure from the ofﬁce from February 2011.
CAMPS FOR CHILDREN
AGED 8 TO 14
The camps for young Swiss people abroad aged 8 to
14 are organised by the Foundation for Young Swiss
Abroad (FYSA). Information on these camps can be
obtained from FYSA:
Telephone: +41 31 356 61 16
sjas@aso.ch, www.aso.ch
You can also register for offers for young people on
the website.

VOTING
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Expulsion of foreign offenders and a fair tax system. The
Swiss people and the cantons will vote on two popular initiatives
on 28 November 2010, one put forward by the left and one by
the right. The Social Democrats and Greens want to curb tax competition and the conservative parties are proposing a more systematic expulsion of foreign offenders. By René Lenzin
A tougher approach to foreign offenders
or immigrants not willing to integrate has
long been a key issue for the Swiss People’s
Party (SVP). Through a popular initiative,
it is now calling for the authorities to lose
their current discretionary powers on the expulsion of foreigners who break the law. The
initiative calls for expulsion to be made mandatory if they “have been convicted in a court
of law of wilful homicide, of rape or another
serious sexual offence, of another violent
crime, such as robbery, of human trafﬁcking,
drug trafﬁcking or burglary”. Foreign nationals who have “illegally claimed social insurance or welfare beneﬁts” would also be
deported.
The Federal Council and the governing
parties, the FDP and CVP, support the general aim of the initiative, but believe the
wording is unsuitable. The Free DemocratLiberals and Christian Democrats have therefore agreed on a direct counter-proposal at
constitutional level. This does not list speciﬁc offences that would result in expulsion,
but is instead based on the seriousness of the
offence. Persons committing minor offences
should not have to leave Switzerland. However, persons convicted in a court of law of
an offence where the law provides for a minimum penalty of one year or persons sentenced to imprisonment for at least two
years would be deported.
In contrast to the initiative, the counterproposal calls for international law and the
principle of proportionality to be taken into
account. It is also supplemented by an integration article obliging federal government
and the cantons to make greater efforts and
ﬁnancial commitments to ensuring the integration of foreigners. This article is a concession to the left-wing parties, which would
otherwise have rejected the counter-proposal. In this form, it was approved by the National Council by 93 votes to 88 and by the
Council of States by 35 votes to 6. However,
the SVP believes the integration article and
the conditions attached to expulsion dilute
its objectives too much and is standing by its

initiative. The people and the cantons must
therefore vote on both proposals.
Restricting tax competition?

In Switzerland, direct taxes are harmonised in theory, but not in practice. Federal
government stipulates that the cantons and
communes must raise annual taxes on income and assets but leaves them room to manoeuvre with regard to rates. In recent years,
the resulting competition has led to lower
taxes in most cantons and to vying for good
taxpayers. The Social Democrats (SP) now
want to curb what they see as a damaging
trend. Their initiative for a fair tax system
calls for minimum tax rates for high wages
and assets. Anyone with taxable income of
more than 250,000 Swiss francs should pay
tax of at least 22% to the commune and canton. Taxable assets upwards of two million
Swiss francs would be taxed at a rate of at
least 5 per thousand.
The left deems the current tax competition unfair for two main reasons. Firstly, it is
easier for richer people to move to a canton
with more favourable taxes than it is for poorer people. Secondly, it is depriving the public authorities of funds required for its most
important responsibilities, such as education,
healthcare and social affairs. In contrast to
their previous position, the SP and Greens
no longer want to abolish tax competition,
but are instead focusing on restricting it for
high incomes and assets. However, the Federal Council and conservative parties still believe this proposal goes too far. They do not
want to change the current system, which
guarantees citizens moderate taxes and a
streamline administration by international
comparison. The National Council rejected
the initiative by 128 votes to 64 and the
Council of States by 29 votes to 11. The cantonal directors of ﬁnance have also voiced
their opposition to the proposal.

REFORM OF JOBLESS BENEFIT SCHEME
SPLITS GERMAN-SPEAKING SWISS
VOTERS AND THEIR FRENCH- AND ITALIAN-SPEAKING COUNTERPARTS.
A good 53 percent of voters approved a
reform of the Swiss unemployment insurance scheme involving a mixture of
beneﬁt cuts and measures to increase
revenue. German-speaking Switzerland
voted for the proposal, while Frenchand Italian-speaking Switzerland voted
against it.
Not for many years has Switzerland’s
“Röstigraben” divided the country’s East
and West as strikingly as in the vote on
the unemployment insurance scheme
(ALV). With the exception of Basel-Stadt,
where the votes for and against were
more or less equal, all the cantons in German-speaking Switzerland endorsed the
proposal, whereas all the cantons in
western Switzerland and the Italianspeaking canton of Ticino rejected it. The
explanation for this striking difference in
voting behaviour is the much higher unemployment rate in French- and Italianspeaking Switzerland, but it also highlights the different expectations and
demands placed on social security beneﬁts by Swiss voters. The canton of Appenzell-Innerrhoden gave the clearest
thumbs-up, while the largest number of
No votes came from the canton of Jura.
At only 35.4 percent, turnout was low.
Switzerland’s unemployment insurance scheme has accumulated debts of
CHF 9 billion, due not only to the current
crisis but also to a permanent imbalance
between income and expenditure. ALV
funding is currently predicated on an average of 100,000 unemployed, which is
now revealed as too optimistic. The reform involves a mixture of higher contributions and beneﬁt adjustments which
will improve the ALV books by around
CHF 1.3 billion per year. Half of this
amount will come from higher deductions on insured income and a “solidarity
percentage” of that part of the salary between CHF 126,000 and CHF 315,000
which has so far been exempt from contributions. Hardest hit by the cuts are
unemployed under-25s without any
maintenance obligations, who now face
an increased waiting period for beneﬁts
and whose maximum period for drawing
beneﬁts is to be halved to 200 days. RL
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LUCERNE’S MUSEGG WALL

Nine towers along a lengthy wall
Everyone knows the landmarks of the city of Lucerne – the Water
Tower, the Chapel Bridge, and the Culture and Convention
Centre on Europaplatz. Before the Second World War, the ﬁrst
name that visitors from all over the world would have mentioned is the Musegg Wall with its nine towers. The lustre of the
jewel in Lucerne’s crown has since faded. By Ueli Habegger
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Walls and towers were the pride of many European cities in the High Middle Ages. They
marked out the boundary between city and
countryside. When the city guards closed the
tower doors in the evening, those who were
not wanted in the city at night – vagrants,
highwaymen and sick armsmen – were left
outside the Musegg Wall. This is according
to a romantic view of history from the 19th
century. And generations of schoolchildren,
for example, learnt that the Musegg Wall
and its towers must have been built in 1386
around the time of the Battle of Sempach.
Construction did in fact begin in the 14th
century but long before the Battle of Sempach, which ended in defeat for the
Habsburgs, and it took until the end of the
15th century. The people of Lucerne built
the towers ﬁrst and only then constructed a
wall to ﬁll the gaps between them. And by
the time the wall and towers were completed,
they would have been of little use against the
artillery of the day, the culverins. These ﬁndings about the historical structure are new.
When the Association and Foundation for
the Conservation of the Musegg Wall took
on the task of restoring the towers and wall

in 2003, they had to research the history of
the structure ﬁrst. In a nutshell, it can now
be stated that the Musegg Wall and towers
were built by the city and republic of Lucerne at the end of the Middle Ages as a symbol of power. They were the jewel in the
crown of a self-assured Lucerne.
Saved by private initiative

In 1578, Lucerne’s archers welcomed envoys from Valais with a salute from the battlements of the Männliturm tower. The envoys had come to Lucerne for the oath of
alliance. All this faded into obscurity. In 1864,
the City Council considered demolishing the
Musegg Wall and its towers as part of the
opening-up of the city. Prominent visitors
changed the minds of the Lucerne authorities. Only the Äusseres Weggistor tower
(near to modern-day Löwenplatz) had to
make way for trafﬁc. The Musegg Wall – 870
metres in length and with nine towers – is today one of the longest remaining fortiﬁcations from the Middle Ages in Switzerland.
The city undertook major restoration work
shortly before and after 1900. In 1978, access
was created to a section of just over 200 me-

tres – from the Schirmerturm tower to the
Wachtturm tower – as part of the celebrations for the 800-year anniversary of the city
of Lucerne. Civic commitment subsequently
waned, and the condition of the proud monument visibly deteriorated as efforts to maintain it were abandoned.
Determined Lucerne residents united in
2000 to save the monument. In 2002, they
founded the Association and in 2003 the
Foundation for the Conservation of the
Musegg Wall. The Association has since set
itself the objective of securing funding for
the project. Under the leadership of retired
Lieutenant General Beat Fischer, the Foundation is managing to achieve what the public authorities failed to do for years, even
decades, namely to ensure the professional,
cost-effective and efﬁcient restoration of the
wall and towers. The cost will run to 12 million Swiss francs. The city’s parliament has
approved a contribution to the project of
four million Swiss francs. Contributions to
the conservation of the monument have also
been made by federal government and the
cantonal authorities. The Association and
Foundation need to raise around 4.2 million
Swiss francs themselves to enable the work
to succeed.
The Association and Foundation want to
preserve the historical structure for future
generations of Swiss and visitors alike. Last
year, more than 157,000 visitors climbed the
Musegg Wall between March and October
to enjoy the view. Many of them came from
India, China, the USA and Latin America.
Visitors have the opportunity here to experience Switzerland in the Middle Ages. Since
2008, an information project tailored for
school classes has been trying to establish understanding of and support for the restoration work among young people.
www.museggmauer.ch

DONATIONS
Anyone who would like to make a contribution to the restoration of the Musegg Wall
can make a transfer to the post ofﬁce account: PC 60-205447-7 or the bank account:
Stiftung / Erhaltung Museggmauer, Luzerner
Kantonalbank, IBAN CH50 077 8010 0601
1030 5, account number 01-00-601 103-05.
Contact address: Verein und Stiftung zur Erhaltung der Museggmauer, Ernst Widmer, Geschäftsführer, c/o Welcome Immobilien AG,
Hübelistrasse 18, CH-6020 Emmenbrücke

Q U E E N O F T H E A L P I N E F L O R A S U C C E S S F U L LY C U LT I V AT E D

27

S WISS REVIE W October 2010 / No. 4

The super-edelweiss from Valais
Throughout Europe, the edelweiss is a symbol of the purity of nature and of ﬁrst-rate
Swiss quality. Yet it is highly probable that the best-known of alpine ﬂora took root
in the Alps only after the last Ice Age and originally comes from Asia, where the high
steppes are home to a wide range of highly similar edelweiss species.
By Philippe Welti
Not only do hundreds of restaurants and hotels bear its name, Switzerland Tourism also
uses the fuzzy white plant to advertise Switzerland around the world as an alpine holiday destination. Why? The plant is so incredibly rare and beautiful that most Swiss
know it only from the legendary folklore
ﬁlms of the 1950s and 1960s, or perhaps from
the logo of the Alpine Club or the name
proudly borne by many a shooting club. The
fact is that lots of organisations like these
adopt the edelweiss as their symbol. This is
why this popular ﬂower was the ﬁrst plant to
be afforded protected status in Austria, Switzerland, Germany and Italy at the international conference of alpine clubs held in Obwalden in 1878. This was a highly necessary
step since the edelweiss was already disappearing along popular hiking trails and climbing routes.
The fact that the edelweiss was formerly
used by mountain folk as a cure for stomach
complaints already lends it a magical quality.
But in its day, the plant was also used as an
aphrodisiac. Whoever had the courage and
strength to seek out such a ﬂower and present
it to their beloved was rewarded with their
eternal love and devotion. Such exploits
were portrayed in sentimental ﬁlms about
Swiss village life, where strapping heroes
climbed to dizzying heights, narrowly avoiding falling off cliffs, to pick some richlyprized edelweiss for their beloved. The
happy ending was guaranteed. Those were
magical moments, and the tears ﬂowed freely among female audiences in the cinemas of
the 1950s. “Ah, I wish I could ﬁnd a hero like
that to fetch me edelweiss from some inaccessible mountain meadow”, sighed many a
Swiss miss.
Soon, young courting men will no longer
need to risk steep climbs up sheer mountainsides to obtain the Matterhorn of alpine
plants. The dream of thousands of ﬂorists
and ﬂower lovers is about to come true: soon
you will be able to buy the edelweiss for your
sweetheart from your local ﬂorist.

Pascal Sigg of the Agroscope ChanginsWädenswil research institute in Conthey,
Valais, has devised a programme aimed at adapting the cultivation method for cut ﬂower
production in order to improve the stem
length of edelweiss and adjust it to other cut
ﬂowers as well as to prolong their life in the
vase. The research work for species suitable
for large-scale cultivation in alpine regions
has already been going on for ten years. The
aim is not only to grow edelweiss for cut-ﬂow-

er purposes. Thanks to various agents such
as antioxidants which occur naturally in the
blossoms and have beneﬁcial properties for
our organism, the edelweiss is attracting ever
greater interest in the cosmetics and food industries.
The ﬁrst long-stemmed edelweiss was harvested two years ago. Now the breakthrough
is just around the corner: the research conducted by Pascal Sigg shows that the new
species, called “Helvetia”, is the ﬁrst to boast
a sufﬁciently long stem length of 30 to 40
centimetres, good cultivation properties and
suitability for cut-ﬂower use. The new species must now be tested before it can be
grown by ﬂower producers. For this reason,
edelweiss cannot be purchased from
Agroscope. Sigg hopes that the longstemmed edelweiss will be available from ﬂorists within one to two years. “Flower lovers
will soon be able to offer their guests bouquets featuring indigenous alpine plants”,
says Sigg. The “Helvetia” edelweiss will stay
fresh in the vase for at least ten days.
The 31-year-old landscape engineer has
devoted all his research to the edelweiss.
Why the queen of alpine ﬂora in particular?
“The plant is the best-known ﬂower in the
world. Its uses have been limited to date. I
was intrigued by the challenge of growing a
long-stemmed edelweiss that could be made
universally available”, says Geneva-born
Sigg. He hopes that his work will help the
protected plant to continue growing wild in
the high Alps. How? “Because the temptation to pick edelweiss will be much less if
people know they can buy the ﬂower legally
from a ﬂorist.”
The enthusiasm of the research scientists
in Conthey is shared by the tourist industry.
“The ﬂower is an important ambassador for
our canton. We want to offer our guests the
opportunity to take home a memento of
their holiday in the form of an edelweiss”,
says Urs Zenhäusern, Director of Valais
Tourism.
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SWITZERLAND IN THE RUN-UP TO THE WORLD SKI CHAMPIONSHIPS

Swiss Ski – ready for the challenges of the future
Swiss skiing has made great progress, not just in terms of results
but also in the training of emerging talents. Urs Lehmann,
President of Swiss Ski, and Martin Rufener, coach of the men’s
alpine skiing team, give us the inside track on developments.
We also talk to Lara Gut, the star of women’s skiing.
By Alain Wey, on the slopes.

“In sport, if you slow down, you lose”, is the
emphatic message from Urs Lehmann, President of Swiss Ski. With Carlo Janka winning
the World Cup and Didier Cuche the reigning world downhill champion, Swiss alpine
skiing is enjoying tremendous success. This
season, the team will have to defend its titles
at the World Ski Championships in Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany, from 7 to
20 February 2011. We take a look behind the
scenes at Swiss Ski and the men’s alpine ski
team.
Radical change for the future

Behind the gleaming surface of success lies a
well-oiled machine which is constantly developing: Swiss Ski and its entire team of
competitors. The association has undergone
fundamental change in terms of its hierarchy,
professionalism and the schools of sport it
has created. At the head of the organisation
is a board of seven experienced members, including former athletes (Urs Lehmann,
Pirmin Zurbriggen) and coaches (Urs Winkler). This set-up fosters communication between competitors, management and the
various regions. Pirmin Zurbriggen, for example, is also head of Ski Valais and set up
the national performance centre in Brig. “He
is very close to the grass roots and brings passion and experience to the Swiss Ski board”,
explains Urs Lehmann.
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Creation of national performance centres

In the 1990s, Switzerland could not match
the quality of training available to Austrian
skiers. “Since then we have made great
progress”, emphasises Urs Lehmann. “We
have made enormous efforts in terms of both
sport and education to ensure we do not lose
talented youngsters aged between 15 and 17
or 18”. Three national performance centres
were established in Brig, Engelberg and Da-

vos in 2007 and 2008. In addition, there are
around a dozen regional performance centres whose aim is to provide both professional training opportunities and an optimal
educational environment. Coach Martin
Rufener believes the organisation is on the
right track. “We need to further enhance cooperation with the ski resorts to obtain training slopes. We are still not where we would
like to be. The recent good results will certainly help our cause politically. We need to
take advantage of this to become even better!” In partnership with sports shops, each
year the association also offers apprenticeship places to athletes. “It’s a future-oriented
model”, explains Urs Lehmann. In addition,
cooperation with government needs to be
stepped up to create state-funded positions
for elite athletes. At present, such positions
only exist in Switzerland for cross-country
skiing with the border guards, whereas Austria provides 300 such places, particularly in
the army, and Germany around 900.
A stronger men’s team

Since the arrival of 51-year-old Martin
Rufener from Berne as head of the men’s alpine skiing team in 2004, competitors have
quite literally soared to success. “The team
has been strengthened and developed, and
contains many potential winners”, is Rufener’s assessment. A professional approach has
been adopted and the strategy has been
adapted to incorporate emerging young talents. The team contains four training groups
made up of experienced athletes and young
skiers. According to Rufener, “the training
and individual work between each athlete
and coach have improved signiﬁcantly. One
group, for example, contains Ambrosi Hoffmann (aged 33), Tobias Grünenfelder (aged
32) and young skiers like Christian Spescha
(aged 21) from Grisons and Marc Gisin (aged

22) from Obwalden”. A wealth of emerging
talent provides plenty of hope for the future.
As Rufener explains, “last season in the European Cup, Spescha was top of the overall
rankings and Ami Oreiller (aged 23) from
Valais won the downhill title. Another emerging talented youngster is Justin Murisier
(aged 18) from Valais in the slalom. The
coach is hoping that the men’s team will pick
up four medals in the World Ski Championships and that Carlo Janka and Didier Cuche
will defend their titles in the World Cup.
“These are ambitious targets”, admits Rufener,
“but if the team maintains its form and avoids
injuries, they are achievable”.
Swiss Ski’s ﬁve goals

“Speed can always been improved through innovation and development”, explains Lehmann. “I always compare skiing to Formula
1. If Ferrari failed to carry out any development work for a month, it would ﬁnish ten
seconds behind and would not win another
race. It’s similar in skiing.” What are Swiss
Ski’s ambitions for the next
few years? “Firstly, to
maintain our performance
in top-level sport and even
make further progress. Secondly, to put the necessary
structures in place in professional sport for emerging talent. Thirdly, as a
leisure activity - ski club,
etc. – the sport should be
made more attractive and
be geared even more towards the grass roots.
Fourthly, to secure more
funding to provide infrastructure. Fifthly, for two
years now we have been endeavouring to proﬁle ourselves as a competent partner in the area of sport
policy.” The association
also aims to nurture great
hopes for the ski seasons
ahead.
www.swiss-ski.ch
www.laragut.ch
www.carlo-janka.ch
www.gap2011.com (site of
the 2011 World Championships in Garmisch-Partenkirchen)
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Lara Gut:
“To give my all in every race”
Double silver medal winner at the 2008 World
Ski Championships in Val-d’Isère, Lara Gut
from Ticino was born on 27 April 1991. She
started skiing at the age of one and a half, began racing aged 8 and ﬁnished top of the overall European Cup rankings aged 16. She trains
with her personal team, Team Gut. Initially,
between 2007 and 2010, she was coached by
Mauro Pini, who became head of the women’s
team this year, and then by her father Pauli.
After dislocating her right hip during a fall on
the Saas-Fee glacier on 29 September 2009
and subsequently undergoing an operation,
the ski star from Comano was laid up for an
entire season. She is set to return for the giant
slalom in Sölden, Austria, on 23 October.
How are you feeling?
I’m very well, thank you. On the piste, I feel
just as good as before. I’ve never had such a

long lay-off, but it’s given me the opportunity to learn a lot and to look at life differently. I’ve beneﬁted in various ways as a result of my injury. I’ve developed a different
relationship with my body, a new kind of
awareness.
What did you do during your break?
I studied for my school-leaving diploma and
created my own “LG” brand with my team.
It’s not just my injury which has helped me
to mature, but also working on my brand and
seeing the sport in a different light.
What motivates and inspires you?
Being able to continue skiing with the world’s
elite and constantly improving myself. I challenge myself to ﬁnd perfection every day and
continually enhance my performance. You
compete against other girls in races, but
when I’m training I concentrate on my own
small steps of progress and not those of
others.

How would you describe yourself?
When I was young, I used to be called “Sunshine”. People generally say that I’m quite a
happy person. I’m very chatty, stubborn and
quite petite (1m 60).
What are your goals?
To give my all in every race. The aim is to race
in the ﬁve disciplines, including the slalom.
You’ll be defending your silver medals at the
World Ski Championships in GarmischPartenkirchen …
The ﬁrst step is to qualify. Let’s not take anything for granted! I have to start racing again
and then we’ll see.
How do you feel about being the leader of the
Swiss women’s team and the outsider returning
to the fold?
I haven’t really given it much thought. I don’t
like taking up the role of team leader because
I don’t feel like one.
Which skiers inspired you?
When I was younger, I had the opportunity to train with the Spaniard
Maria José Rienda Contreras (a giant slalom specialist) from whom I
learned a great deal. And two years
ago at the World Cup, Renate Götschl
(Austria) also gave me some very
good advice. They are my role models. I am inspired by people from
whom I can learn something when I
watch their technique.
What is it like being a Swiss athlete
who travels abroad …
When I say I’m Swiss, people always
ask me why I speak Italian and not
Swiss German. I think I’ll always be
asked that. I’m also very proud of
holding dual nationality (Swiss and
Italian). It allows me to see the two
countries differently. I practise my
sport to make everyone happy and
I’m delighted if the Italians and
French appreciate my results too.
INTERVIEW BY AL AIN WEY
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“We support ﬁrst-rate representations, swissinfo and ‘Swiss Review’”
As a party with 100,000 members, the Christian Democratic People’s Party (CVP) wishes to represent everyone who supports
Switzerland’s development. A high-quality environment for families, an attractive location for business, secure jobs, a stable social welfare system and sustainable environmental protection:
in addition to the interests of the Swiss abroad, these are the issues that Kathy Riklin also aims to focus on as President of CVP
International. Interview by Heinz Eckert
What do the Swiss abroad
mean to CVP International?
The CVP, which supports a policy of openness,
sees the 700,000 Swiss citizens abroad as ambassadors and representatives of
our homeland, Switzerland.
The community of the
Swiss abroad also represents a key link to countries on all continents, like
a kind of external antenna.
The CVP believes it is important that the Swiss
abroad community is involved in debates and participates in our political
life in Switzerland.

sure Swiss people can easily
ﬁnd good jobs abroad, we are
also working towards ensuring the recognition of our educational and professional
qualiﬁcations abroad. Securing the social welfare system,
for the Swiss abroad as well,
especially voluntary old-age,
survivors’ and disability insurance (AHV/IV), is of major importance.
Kathy Riklin, born in 1952 and the
holder of a doctorate in science from
the Federal Institute of Technology in
Zurich, has been a CVP National Councillor for Zurich since 1999 and is a
member of the Foreign Policy Committee, the EFTA/European Parliament
delegation and the University of Zurich’s University Council. She has
been presiding over the CVP’s International Section since her appointment this year.

What do you consider to be the most urgent political issues regarding the Swiss abroad?
The top priority is clearly providing the
Swiss community abroad with proper and
comprehensive information. swissinfo, which
the CVP has always supported, plays a key
role here. The Swiss abroad should have easy
access to our referenda and elections. The
CVP is therefore backing a parliamentary initiative aimed at simplifying the exercise of
political rights for the Swiss abroad. Maintaining and supporting the highly regarded
Swiss schools abroad is another issue that is
important to us. Their alumni are the ideal
advertisement for our country. And to enS WISS REVIE W October 2010 / No. 4
Photo: CVP
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Do you take note of the debates
of the Council of the Swiss
Abroad and what signiﬁcance
do its resolutions have for
CVP International?
In National Councillor
Thérèse Meyer-Kaelin, CVP/
FR, we have an Executive
Board member on the Council of the Swiss
Abroad, and our National Councillors and
members of the Council of States regularly
take part in the meetings of the
“Swiss abroad” parliamentary
group, which is chaired by Council of States member Filippo Lombardi, CVP/TI. The CVP representation in the Federal Palace is
well aware of the issues and concerns of the community of the Swiss
abroad.
The budget for “Swiss Review” has been cut,
swissinfo is in danger and savings are con-

stantly being made on the network of representations. What is your view on these developments?
The CVP very much regrets these developments and believes they are misguided and
short-sighted. Our Members of Parliament
constantly argue in favour of swissinfo and
“Swiss Review” as well as for strong diplomatic representation of Switzerland abroad
at meetings of the Foreign Policy Committee and during debates on the budget.
Will a member of the Swiss abroad community
ever be elected to the National Council? And
how important is this issue to the CVP?
If the candidate has strong connections
with Switzerland, then why not? Otherwise, it would be difﬁcult. Elected members of the National Council have to spend
around 100 days a year in Berne if they
want to have an inﬂuence in the parliamentary groups and committees as well as the
four sessions. That level of commitment
cannot really be combined with another
full-time position.
There will be federal elections next year. Why
should Swiss people abroad vote for the CVP?
The CVP deserves the votes of the Swiss
abroad because we are a party of openness,
but at the same time one with deep roots.
We represent values that are vitally important to many Swiss abroad. These include
solidarity, sustainability, individual and joint
responsibility and consideration for all Swiss
citizens. We are striving to ensure a Switzerland where we have access to foreign
markets (agreements with the EU,
incl. freedom of movement of persons, free trade agreements,
UNO). In Doris Leuthard, we not
only have a popular ﬁgure on the
Federal Council but an ofﬁce
holder with an extremely professional approach who conveys a positive image of Switzerland abroad as President of the
Swiss Confederation, opening up new opportunities for the nation.

ECHO

The Swiss national football
team’s victory over world
champions Spain had a dramatic impact on the statistics
of the FIFA rankings. Switzerland moved up six places and is
now ranked 18th in the world.
It has even overtaken France,
which ended up in 24th place
after its dismal showing in
South Africa.
■ The Glacier Express, a tourist
train, came off the tracks in
Fiesch (Valais), leaving one person dead and 40 injured,
mainly Japanese. An inquest
has established that the derailment of the carriages was due
to human error. The train was
travelling too fast on a bend
and the three rear carriages
came off the tracks. The Matterhorn-Gotthard railway announced it would provide compensation for victims of the
accident and their families.
■ Viktor Röthlin, aged 35 from
Obwalden, won the marathon
■
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at the European Championships in Barcelona. It is 24

years since Switzerland last
won a European title, when
Werner Günthör triumphed in
the shotput. What makes
Röthlin’s achievement even
more incredible is that his life
was hanging by a thread in
spring 2009 after a double pulmonary embolism.
■ Gruyere has been deﬁnitively
recognised as a Swiss cheese.
The famous Swiss hard cheese
has won its battle with the
French. It remains the only one
to have protected designation
of origin status after French
producers abandoned attempts
to obtain the prestigious label.
■ On a visit to Beijing, Doris
Leuthard, Minister of Economic Affairs and Swiss President, obtained the green light
from China to negotiate a free
trade agreement between the
two countries from next January. Such an agreement would
enable the removal of barriers
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“No nation in the world has succeeded in reducing debts of 20 billion
Swiss francs as quickly as we have. This seems to have received more
acknowledgement abroad than in Switzerland.”
Hans-Rudolf Merz, departing Federal Councillor and Finance Minister

“I have never received so many letters and e-mails as on the issue of
regulating euthanasia. Many people have clearly been personally affected.”
Eveline Widmer-Schlumpf, Federal Councillor and Minister of Justice

“Switzerland is still an industrial empire. We outperform others thanks
to our large number of small and medium-sized enterprises, the social climate and our traineeships.”
Nicolas Hayek, a watch industry pioneer who recently passed away

“Basel likes to vote with the French-speaking Swiss. The people of Basel
are the Latins of German-speaking Switzerland. So we’ll have to wait a
good while for the next Federal Councillor.”
Helmut Hubacher, former president of the Swiss Social Democratic Party (SP)

“The proportion of second-generation immigrants among the career
ofﬁcer ranks is surprisingly high. Irrespective of whether they are Sicilians
or Finns, they have a strong loyalty to Switzerland.”
Karl W. Haltiner, former lecturer at the Military Academy
of the Federal Institute of Technology in Zurich

“There are indications that the economic elite beneﬁt from a generally
healthy climate and social harmony, but shirk social responsibility.”
Martin Waser, city councillor and head of the Department of Social Welfare in Zurich

“Hans Gutknecht, who emigrated from Kerzers 318 years ago, is an
ancestor of Barack Obama. The local council has already made the
President an honorary citizen.”
Heinz Etter, president of the council in this village in the Bernese Seeland,
home to 1050 people

“Of course I’m staying here. I’m extremely proud to be the coach of the
Swiss national football team.”
Ottmar Hitzfeld, one of the world’s top football coaches

The unforgettable Swiss business magnate Nicolas Hayek (pictured here with supermodel Cindy Crawford) has passed away at the age of 82. This visionary entrepreneur was born in Beirut and came to Switzerland in 1949. He became a business
consultant and saved the Swiss watch industry in the 1980s with the foundation of
SMH, now the Swatch Group. After passing the company’s reins to his son Nick in
2003, Nicolas Hayek, who was never without a cigar and always wore several watches
on both wrists, demonstrated his unwavering dedication to innovation with projects
such as Belenos. Benelos is focused on the development of fuel cells to power cars
which can be recharged with the help of solar power.

such as the 20% tax on the import of luxury goods, which penalises the Swiss watch-making
industry.

After concluding two rounds
of bilateral negotiations, in
1999 and 2004, Switzerland
and the European Union have

■

resumed work on the issue.
Discussions have been held to
conclude new agreements in
various ﬁelds, notably competition, the electricity market,
chemical products and the free
trade of agricultural products.
The Swiss government, which
wants to continue the bilateral
approach, is not keen on the
framework agreement concept
discussed extensively with the
EU when Doris Leuthard visited Brussels in July. However,
with 120 agreements already
concluded, the bilateral approach is becoming increasingly difﬁcult. Both sides will
continue negotiations until December. The talks have also
covered the creation of a court
for legal issues and additional
payments by Switzerland to
European funds to reduce economic disparities. The two
sides are still far apart on the
issue of taxation.
■ According to EconomieSuisse, compulsory schooling is
providing inadequate education for pupils in their ﬁrst language and in maths. The survey, conducted among
employers of apprentices and
HR managers and in cooperation with cantonal chambers of
commerce and industry, also
revealed that a good knowledge
of these two subjects is fundamentally important to the
economy.
■ Following its maiden ﬂight,
Bertrand Piccard’s solar aircraft Solar Impulse has now
successfully completed its ﬁrst
night ﬂights. Test pilot Markus
Scherdel has already completed
around a dozen ﬂights. The
second prototype will be constructed in 2011 to carry out
longer ﬂights crossing continents without a stopover as
well as the Atlantic Ocean.
AL AIN WEY.

Leysin, Lake Geneva Region

A dream winter.
Guaranteed snow, almost endless ski runs,
real mountain villages: Switzerland is the real
birthplace of winter sports.
With 29 skiable areas that
have a starting point above
2,800 m, Switzerland guarantees you the best powdery
snow right through the winter. The 185 Swiss Ski and
Snowboard Schools are
waiting to help you improve
your schuss. The authenticity is waiting for you in the
Typically Swiss Hotels, and
in the mountain huts that
serve delicious local specialities on the ski slopes. To
vary the delight, no less than
5,500 km of basic ski runs,
3,500 km of winter walking
paths, and 2,100 km of paths
for walking with snowshoes
await you.

Organising your winter holidays in Switzerland is child’s
play, especially with the
packages of Swiss Travel
System or the reservation
of a family apartment with
Interhome. The snowsports
report available on
MySwitzerland.com/snow
keeps you permanently up to
date with snow conditions
and other aspects of the joys
of winter in Switzerland.
Network Switzerland
Register at
MySwitzerland.com/aso by
31st January 2011 and win
two overnight stays for two
people at Hotel Mattmarkblick*** in Saas Almagell.

A collaboration between Switzerland Tourism and the Organisation of the Swiss
Abroad (OSA)

On form all winter.
For finding your form on
the piste and get the full
benefit of the winter, there
is nothing like a well-being
break. Valais offers a huge
range of options for getting
body and mind into harmony with each other.
For example, give in to
the charms of Leukerbad.

Tip 1
Further information:
28439

The little ski kings.
This is where children
become the kings of the
piste. With its sunlit terrace, Meiringen-Hasliberg,
in the Bernese Oberland,
is a marvellous and exciting
place for them with its
ski and snowboard school,
Snowlipark and specially
adapted ski lifts.

Tip 2
Further information:
37057

Ski in silence.
A through winter sports
paradise, Graubünden is
home to a number of magnificent skiing routes. In
Splügen, for example,
cross-country skiers will
find ideal trails for a quiet
getaway amidst the wonders of nature, with classic
skiing or skating.

Tip 3
Further information:
28319

